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AlP1 /5 /82 PROTOCOL ON THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF AN ECOWAS BROWN CARD REL ATI NG TO
MOTOR V EH ICLE THIRD PARTY LIABILITY
INSURANCE.

PREAMBLE

THE GOV ER NMENT O F MEMBER STATES
OF T HE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST
AFRICAN STATES;

NOTING the rapid increase in int ernatio nal
road traff ic in ECOWAS Memb er Stat es and the
prob lems raised by such traff ic in regard to motor
vehicle liab ility Insurance;

CONSCIOUS of th e need to guarant ee. for road
accid ent victims . fair and prompt oo mpe nsat ion fo r
damage they may have sustained as a resu lt o f such
acc idents;

ANXIOUS to fac ilitate. fo r th e ir nationa ls
driving th eir vehicles w ith in the Member States. pav 
me nt of compe nsat ion du e from th em as a result
of accidents they may have caused and to enable
th em to co mply wit h th eir ob ligati ons u nder local
law or regulat ions on the subject;

DES IROUS of encouraging th e d evelo pmen t
of trade and tourist exchanges between African
co untries;

CONVI NCED that t he establishment of a
common system fo r the settlemen t of claims
arising in international roo to r vehicle traffic will
lead gradually to a desirab le harmo nisation between
the part ies to the presen t Pro tocol of the laws an~

regulatio ns go vern ing liability in respect of moto r
vehicle accidents;

WISHI NG to offe r the ir insu rance market s
an o pportunity and a means to de velop interna tional
lin ks and exchanges , wh ich w ill inevitably contribute
to th e expansion of th ese markets;

AWARE of the satisfacto ry res ults obtained by
the Internat io nal insu rance card sc heme w hic h has
been in fo rce fo r ma ny yea rs in Euro pe, and of the
inst itu tio n of a s imilar sch eme by the Arab countries:

DEC IDE to estab lish. by t his Protoco l, an
ECOWAS BROWN CAR D covering motor vehic le
liabilit y when t he vehic le insured is passing t hrou gh
the terr itor ies of th e par t ies to t h is Pro toco l such
cover provid ing at least the same guarantees as tho se
required by the laws in fo rce in te rrito ry of eac h o f
t he parties.

AR TICLE 1

STR UCTUR E OF THE SCHEME

l , Th e liab ilit y insura nce scheme establi shed by
th is Pro toco l sha ll have . as its legal , technical and
financ ial basis, the guarantees which are afforded to
motorists proceed ing to an ECOWAS Member State

by taking out a n insurance po licy o n the usual terms
with an insurer author ised to un dertake th is ty pe of
business in the country w hich is th e po int of de part
ure for th e jo urney .

2 . The scheme shall be based materially o n an
ECOWAS BROWN CA RD whose form. as well as the
guarantees it afford s, are def ined in the pro visio ns
of Art icle 4 of t h is Protocol.

3. The ECOWAS BROWN CARD sha ll be issued
by a National Bureau est ab lished by each party to
this Protocol in accordance w ith th e provisions o f
Art icle 5 of th is Pro to col. The card sha ll be issued
to rrotorists through th e insu rers w ith w ho m they
have taken out a liabi lit y. insu rance pol icy valid when
driving in their own country .

4 . Each Nat iona l Bureau sha ll sett le, o n beha lf
of its me mbe r insu rers, cla ims arising from accide nts
caused abroa d by holders of the card s it has issued ,
and sha ll a lso handle c laims arising fro m acc ide nts
caused in its country by holders of cards issued by
the Nat io na l Bureaux of other part ies to this Pro to
co l. It may also take o ver th e sett lement of claim s
under cove r of a joint deposit , the ECOWAS
BROWN CA RD co nst itut ing proo f of th is depo sit .

5 . The legal, administrat ive and financial opera
t ion of the scneme est ablished by th is Pro to col shall
be coordinated and supervised by a Coun ci l o f Bure
aux of w hic h all th e Nat ional Bureaux o f the parties
to this Prot o col shall be me mbers in accordance with
the prov isio ns o f Art ic le 6 of th is Protocol.

AR TIC LE 2

PA RTICIPANTS IN THE SCHE ME

1. Parties to th is Protocol sha ll participate in the
Sch eme as principal part icipants .

2. Insurers; irrespect ive of the ir lega l o r f inancia l
struct ure , which are authorised by the compete nt
authorit ies of the ir countr ies of activity to under
take insurance o perat ion s against liabili ty risks in
respect of moto r ve hicl e ac cident s, shall partici pate in
the scheme as subsid iary par ti epants . Th e part ici
pat ion of such insurers in th e present sc he me shall be
subject to their memb ership in the Nat ional Bureaux
o f their countr ies of ac tivity .

ARTICLE 3

RESPONSIBILITY O F THE PAR TIC IPAN TS

1. The responsib ilit ies o f a party to th is Proto col
sha ll be:

a . To recogni se th e ECOWAS BROWN CARD
and to enact laws and regulat io ns fo r the establish
men t of the card sche me , and part icularl y fo r the
creatio n of it s Nat io na l Bureau ;

b. To ensure that its National Bureau is esta
blished and funct ions in accorda nce wi th th e orovi -

5
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sions of th is Agreement, and that it joins the Council
of Bureaux and complies wi th the decisions of the
Coun cil ;

.c , To guarantee the solvency of its National
Bureau;

d. To deposit at its National Bank or a designated
Commercial Bank a lett er of credit in the amount
eq uivalent to 174 ,00 0 UA to guaran tee the per fo r 
mance by its National Bureau of t he obligations
under Article 5.

e . Drawing may be made under the West African
Clearing Account to discharge any obligations under
this scheme.

2. The respo nsibi lit ies of a subsidiary part icipa-
a nt sha ll be r-

a To issue to it s po licy holders ECOWAS
BROWN CA ROS guaran teeing such
policy holders adequate cover against ti le
rro tor veh icl e third party risks they i ncur
in the co untries which they visit;

all the guara ntees required by the laws or regulations
governing compulsory motor vehicle insurance in
the co un tr v in which the accident occured. Such
guarantees shall be subject to the conditions and
limitations contained in the insurance pol icy , if the
said condit ions and limitations are permitted by the
laws or regulations of the party to this Protocol
in which the accident has occu red.

6. The ECOWAS BROWN CA RD sha ll be recoq
nised as a valid cert ificate of insurance in the terri
tories of the parties to this Protoco l in which the
production of such a certificate is required, either
within the national territory or at its frontiers, as
a condition for the circulation o f motor vehicles.

7. For a party in whose territory insurance is not
co mpulso ry by law. th e guarantee prov ided by t he
ECOWAS BROWN CARD sha ll co rrespond to the
third party liability on the motorist in accordance
with the laws and regulations in force in the cou n
try where the accident occurred, as interpreted and
applied by the local judicial or administrative authori
ties.

b. To undertake , by way of reimbursement
to the National Bureau, payment o f
comp ennt ion for damage!' and any
acceso ryor related expenses;

8 . Dur ing t he period o f its val id ity , the ECOWAS
BROWN CARD sho uld co nstit u te proof of the
ex iste nce of an insurance policy . It will be effective
o nly in the event that the original cover is in force .

c. To contribute to the ope rating expenses
of t he Nat iona l Bureau and , through t he
Bureau, to the o perating expenses of the
Council of 3ureaux .

AR TICLE 4

T HE ECOWAS BRO WN CARD

1. An ECOWAS BROWN CARO is her eb y est ab-
lished.

2. This card sha ll be o f a strict ly un ifo rm t ype to
be determined by decis ion of the Counci l of Bureaux,
which a lone may a lter the fo rm at, typographical
layout, co lour and cont ent of the card.

3. The card sha ll include the foll ow ing particu lars :
the name and address of the National Bureau which
has issued it, particulars of the insurer insuring the
moto r vehicles, the iden t ity of t he po licy ho lders,
identification of the vehicle, period of validity of the
card, its individual serial number; a list of countries
in which it is valid; and the name and address in each
of those countries, of the Natio nal Bureau which the
policy hold er shall notify in the event of an accident.
The card shall be signed by the insurer and by the
policy hold er .

4 . T he gu arantee pro vided by the ECOWAS
BROWN CARD sha ll cover t he liab ility incurred
by the holder of the card in accord ance w ith the
laws o f each mem ber country which he visits

5. Notwit hst an d ing t h e terms of th e insu ra nce
po licy u nder w hich it is issued , the card sha ll provide

6

ART ICLE 5

THE NAT IONAL BUR EA UX

1. The status of each National Bureau shall be
defined by the legal provisions in force, for this
category of establishment, in the terr itory of a party
t o th is Protocol. It s method of o pera t io n shall be
determined by the legal instrument by which it is
created.

2. In ac co rdance wit h pa ragraph 2 of Art ic le 2 ,
each National Bureau shall be co mposed of insurers
authorised by the local supervisory authorities for
insurance against motor vehicle liability risks. The
insurer shall apply for admission to the National
Bureau and shall provide the Bureau with any guaran
tee s it rna y require. In a co untry w here one single
State-owned insurance company has the monopoly
of all insurance operations, the Go vernment of that
party to t h is Pro tocol may designate that company
to act as the National Bureau of that co untry.

3. The Nat iona l Bureau sha ll be fina nced by the
contributions of members. The arrount and method
of paymen t of contributions shall be determined
at the time of admission to membership.

4. Th e n emb ers shall un dertake to place at t he
disposal o f the National Bureau as advances, at its
request , the sum necessary for its o peration.

5 The disso lu t io n of a Nat ional Bureau shall be at
th e in it ia t ive of the Govern me nt of the Party to this
Protocol wh ich sha ll ta ke the necessar y dec ision,
stating the conditio ns and rrodalit ies of the disso lu-



J une 1982 Official Journ al of t he ECOWA S Vo l. 4

1. The Council of Bureaux (hereinafter referred
to as "the Counci l,") is hereby esta blishe d.

2. The Council sha ll co nsist of o ne full fledged
representative and one alternate representative of
ECOWAS as we ll as o ne fu ll f ledged representati ve
and o ne a lternate rep rese nta t ive selected from each
Nat iona l Bureau. It sha ll a ppo ir-t o n rotator y basis

tion. T he notifica tion of th is decision shall be made
to the Counci l of Bur eau at least six month s before
the dissolution. The National Bureau shall act either
as an agency issu ing ECOWA S BRO WN CARDS
or as an agency handling commitments under
ECOWAS BROWN CA RDS issu ed by other Nat ion al
Bureaux

A. The National Bureau, as an issuing agency:

(a) sha ll arrange for t he p rinting of the ca rds
and shall allot to each of them a serial
number in a single series; it shall issue the
cards to insurers who are mem bers of
th e Bureau and w ho requ est them. T he
said insurers shall keep a record enabling
them to ide nt ify ca rd-ho lde rs and the
particulars shown on their cards; the
insurers shall undertake not to issue cards
to persons ot her than their own policy
hol ders who have taken o ut a po licy
against motor vehicle liability risks;

(b) sha ll qive to eac h of the Nat io nal Burea u
of other signatories to this Protocol a gen
eral mandate authorising them to receive
statements and claims concerning acc i
dents caused in the territory of such
othe r parti es by t he holders of the cards
it has issued, to proceed w ith the investi
gation of such accidents and to pay co rn
pensat ion on request, supported by the
usual docume nts of proo f. It shall reim
burse the National Burea u which has paid
compensatio n as fo llows:

(i) th e total amount paid by way of
damages, ex penses and disburse
ments or, where the sett lement is
made by amicable agreement, the
armunt agreed in the sett lement
including the agreed expenses.
Fines shall on no acco unt be re
imbursed;

(ii) th e expenses act ua lly incurred in
the invest igation and sett lement of
the claim;

(iii) a handling fee ca lcu lat ed as a per
centage of the amount of damages
and legal costs or expenses agreed
upon in a sett lement by amicable
agreeme nt , Th is percentage sha ll be
determined in advance ann for all
cases by the Cou nc il of Bureaux'

(c) sha ll ma ke reimbu rsement as ca lculated
o n the above-mentio ned basis, including
the min imu m handling fee, even if the
claim has been sett led w ithout any pay
ment being made to an injured third
par ty . Re imb urs ement sha ll be made to
the requesting National Bureau; in the
currency of its co untry and free of any
exchange of transfer charges,

B,

(d) shall pay interest o n the amount in vo lved
at the rate of 8%calculated from the date
the claim is made up to the dav it is paid,
if afte r a period of three months from the
day the request for reimbursement is
ma de the sett lement has not been
received .

The Natio nal Bureau, as a handling agency :

(a) shall, as soon as it is info rmed of an
accident caused in a country which is a
Par ty to t h is Protocol by t he ho lder of
an ECOWAS BROWN CA RD issued by
the National Bureau of anot her Partv
to this Protocol, act in the best interest of
the Bureau on receiving a claim for
damages, it shall undertake necessary
verification co ncerning the circumstances
o f the accident and, o n the basis of these
verif ications, it shall advise the issuing
Bureau and take any administrat ive or
non-judicial act ion which it deems
necessar y . At th e jud ic ia l level, the
Bureau, in its capacity as a handling
agency, shall be entit led to take an y ste ps
to inst itute Or co ntest an action. In the
case o f claims for damages below a cer
tain amount established by agreement
with each of the ot her issuing Bureaux
the Bureau may agree to a settl ement ou t
o f court.

In the case o f claims for damages
exceeding the amount so estab lished ,
the Bureau shall obtain the prior consent
of the issuing Bureau before agreeing
to any sett lement;

(b) shall not know ingly entru st o r re linqu ish
the handling of a claim to an insurer or
to any person who may have a financial
interest in the accident which has given
rise to the claim;

(c) sha ll be ent it led , in a case wh er e th e
compensation payable is in excess o f
8,696 UA, to requ ire the issuing Bureau
to instruct a bank or other financial
establishment to place immediately at its
disposal, at its registered off ice , a sum
corresponding to the estimated amount
of the compe nsat ion.

ARTl C L ~ 6

T HE COUN CIL OF BUR EA U

7
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its Chairman and Vic e-chairman from amo ng the
representat ive in alphabetical order and for a period
of one year In absence of both the Chairman and
Vic e-ch airman the mem bers present shall e lect o ne
rep resen tati ve to preside over the meeting.

3. The Counci l shall hold its first meet ing no t
later than two month s after the entry into force of
th is Proto col at th e Execut ive Secretariat of
ECOWAS which sha ll be th e Temporary Headq uar ters
o f the Counci l until such a t ime the Council may
decide on its Headquarters.

4 Th e Council sha ll meet at least once a year at
a place and on a date which it shall determine. On
the initiat ive of its Chairman or at the request of at
least o ne third of its members, a meet ing of the
Council may be summo ned by invitation to members
at least"30 days be fo re such a meet ing.

5. The Council sha ll it self est ab lish the agenda
fo~r its meet ings, and o nly items included in the
age nda sha ll be discussed. It em s propo sed in writ ing
to t he Cha irma n by at least a qu arter of th e mem bers
not less th an ten days be for e th e meet ing sha ll be
inc luded in The agenda.

6. Each mem ber of the Counci l shat! have o ne
vo te . With the excepti on of decision s under paragraph
12 of Art icle 6. decisio ns of the Council sha ll be by
a simp le majority vote ; de cisio ns shall requ ire the
presence of the representat ives of at least half the
members.

7. The Counc il shall appoint the Chairman who
shall hold off ice for o ne year and coordinate the
activiti es of the Council.

8 . The Council shall estab lish its a nnua l budget
and shall f ix the an nual co nt r ibutions to be paid by
members which shall be an equ al amount as among
the membe rs.

9. The Counc il shall have a general funct ion of
orientatio n, co ordinat ion and supervision over the
wnole of th e ECOWAS Insuran ce Scheme estab li
shed by this Pro tocol.

10 . The Council shall det ermine the for m and
content of th e ECOWAS BROWN CARD .

11. Th e Co unci l shall coo rd inate the operat ion of
the Nat ional Bureaux For this purpo se, it shall pre
pare a standard inter- Bureaux co ntract which shall
be signed by a ll Bureaux and which the Council
alone shall be en t itled to ame nd . This contract
shall in particu lar de te rmine the maximum amount:
fo r the delegat ion of ow ners of settl em en t by o ne
National Bureau to another, and the minimum hand·
ling fee payable for each case hand led by them.

12 . Any dispute between two o r more Nat ional
Bureaux as to the inte rpretat ion on applicat ion of
th is Protoco l sha ll be referr ed to Council. The Coun
cil shall dec ide the d ispute on abso lute major ity.

8

The decision pro nounced sha ll be fin al and bind ing
on the parties to the dispute . The dec isio n shall be
notified to all the Nation al Bureaux and the Council
shall see to its execution.

13 The Counc il shall o n its ow n initiat ive or on
the initiati ve of any Government party to th is Proto
co l co nsider and, if it deems it advisable, pro~se

changes in the laws or regulations of the parties
to this Protocol with a view to improving the func
tio ning of th e ECOWAS BROWN CARD s.cheme.
or 1:0 harmonising the systems of com pensat ion for
damages occasioned by road traff ic accide nts, or to
improving accide nt prevent ion.

ARTI CLE 7

WITHDRAWALS AND EXCLUS IONS

1. A Party to t his Protoco l may with draw from
it at any time after the expiratio n of a period of one
year from the date on which this Protoco l has entered
into force by means of not ificatio n in writing addr
essed to the Executive Secretar iat of ECOWAS. The
withdra wal shall take effect twelve (12 ) mo nth s
afte r t he date of receipt of t he notific at ion by the
Executive Secretariat, during which period the with
drawinq Party ~ ha ll remain liable fo r - its financial
ob ligatio n under this Protocol.

Any insurer member ceasing for any reason .
to be a member of the Nat io nal Bureau shall remain
bound by the u ndertakings assumed by t he Bureau
during the period of its memb ership.

2 . If any Party is in breach of its obl igations und er
this Protoco l and such breach substantially impairs
the o perat ion of this Agreemen t the Heads of State
and Government may by a resolutio n exclude such
a Party from this Protoco l.

3. The Council of Bureau x shall d et ermine any
sett lement of accounts wit h a withdrawing or
exclud ed Party. A withdr aw ing or exc luded Part y
sha ll not be discha rqed fro m its obligations unt il t he
extinctio n of all its exis t ing liabilit ies.

ARTICLE 8

REVISION AND AME NDMENT

1. Any Party to th is Protocol ma y submit propo -
sals for ame ndment or revision of this Protocol.

2 . An y such pro posa l sha ll be submitted to the
Execu tive Sec retariat of ECOWAS which shall co rnrn
unicate them to o ther Membe r States not later than
thirty days afte r rece ipt of such proposals. Amen'
dments or revision s shall be considered by the Heads
of State and Gov ernment ah er Part ies have given one
month's notice thereof.
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ARTICLE 9

ENTRY INTO FORCE

l . The present Pro tocol shall enter into force
provisionally upon signature by Heads of Slate and
Governme nt of Member Slates and de finite ly upon
ratification by at least seven (7) signa tory sla tes in
acco rda nce with the constitutional procedures app
Iicabl e to each Member State.

2. Thi s Protocol and all t ho inst rume nts of ratifi
cat ion shall be deposited w it h the Execut ive Secre
tariat which shall transmit cert ified true cop ies of
this Protocol to all Member States in forming th em of
dates on wh ich the Instru me nt s of Ratification have
been deposited. This Protocol shall be registered
with the Oryanisation of African Unity, the United
Nations Orga nisation and such Orga nisat ions as the
Heads of Slate and Go vern me nt of EcoWAS sha ll
dere<mine .

IN FAITH WHEREOF WE THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE ECONOMIC
CO".".UNITY OF WEST AFR ICAN STATES HAVE SIGNED THIS PROTOCOL

DONE AT COTO NOU THIS 29TH DAY OF MAY 1982 IN SI NGLE ORIGINAL IN THE ENGLISH
AND FRENCH LANGUAGES 80 TH TEXTS BEI NG EaUALLY AUTHENTIC

H.E . o nel Mat hieu Kerekou
Presi nt of the People's Republic

of Benin

--~--- - ---~
<:..-L- -.....- - - - - -===... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Hon . Brigade Commander Pedro PI RES
Prime Minister , for and on behalf
o f th e Presid ent of the Repub lic

of CAPE VER DE

. . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
H. E. Fe lix Ho uphou et BOIG NY

President of the Repu blic o f
IVOR Y COAST

.. .. .. ./7~p(~ .._ >-.-;~ _• • . . . .

Ha n . Dr. Momodou S. K. MANNEH
Minister of Economic Plann ing and
Industr ial Development, for and on

behalf of t he President of THE GAMBIA

~~ ..... ............... ...r .
H. E. Flight Lieutena nt Jerr y Joh n RAWLI NGS

Chairman , Provisional Nationa l Defence
Cou nc il (P.N.D.C.)

Republic of G HANA

08.. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . _ .~ .
H.E . Ahmed Sekou TOURE

President of t he People's Revol utionary
Republic of GUINE A

_ - - - - --c.-.
.:Q5; ,- ~. . . . . . . . . . ... . . ... ... .. ... . . .. . ... . .

Hon. Victor SAUDE MAR I,A.
Vice Cha irman of t he Revo lut ionary Counci l,

Prime Min ist er, for and on behalf of t he
President of t he Republ ic of GU IN EA BISSAU

~~\
~~ 5 '0 ~----

. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. . . . . . ... . . .. .
H. E. CO LON EL SAYE ZERBO

President of the Miliatry Comm ittee for Redress for
Nati onal Progress, Hea d of State of the

Republic of UPPER VOLTA
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•

H.E. Alhaji Shehu SHAG AR I
President of th e Fed eral Republic of

NIGER IA - - --......---:

__ _s~~~-- - ---''''''--, H. (E. Samuel ka nyon DDE
Com arder-in-Chief, Chairman of the
People's Redempt ion Council and Head
of State of the Republ ic of L1 SE R IA

rt;f-f-f-"
. . . . . . . .-=:::t·::·1'~:' { . ..:. . . . . . . . . . . . .

Han . Drissa KEl rA
Minister of Finance and Commerce

for and on behalf of th e President of
the Repu bl ic of MALI

~
CYd C':/~-/ /

c:r'''l(JtJj--~
. . . ..... .. . .~/ .

H.E. Lt. Colonel Moham ed Khc una Ould Haidalta
President of Ihe Militar y Committee of

National Salvation
Head of State of th e Islam ic. Republic of

MAUR ITA N IA

.. .. ...@ L...J
H. E. Abdou DIOU,!;.-. · ·

President of the Replf.j lic of
SENEGA L

r:-~ ~

.. \-t:-:cJ~r",. .. .~~. . .
H.E. Dr. Siaka ST EVENS

President of the Republ ic of
SIERR A LEO NE

- ....

_~~/ ..-<f.•·· · . " ~ =fL.-; l-.-~-~-' _" .. 0

.... ·H.Zi6LONELSEy'N', 'KOUNTCHE' .. .. "(~ 0 0 ' . ~_ .;>;./.. . . . .. . . . . . . . . .... . . . . ... .. .. . . . .. .
President of the Supreme H. E. Gen era l Gnassingbe EYADEMA

Milita ry Coun cil, Head of State o f the President of th e Repu blic of
Repu blic of NIGER TOGO
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AGREEMENT FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF

ECOWAS BROWN CARD SCHEME

(INTER-BUREAU AGREEMENT)

THIS AGREEMENT is made th e

one thousand nine hundred and

BETWEEN

day of

(19 ).

insurance issued by an insurer to an insured to
cover liability arising out of the use of a vehicle.

(j) "Accident" means an accident giving rise to a
claim against an Insured arising out of the use
of the insu red vehic le.

(j) " Council of Bureau" means the body establ ish
ed under Art icle 6(1) of t he Pro to col.

ARTICLE 2

(bein g the National Bureau estab lished in accordance
with Art icle 3 paragr aph 1 Item B of th e Protocol
establishing a West African Motor Insura nce Scheme
(oth erwise called " th e ECOWAS Brown Card" system
or " th e Sch eme") signed b y Member countr ies
of Eoonomic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) WHER EAS it is highly d esirable to ma ke
uniform arrangem ents for ow ners and drivers of
motor vehicles to be adequate ly insured against Third
Party Road Risks when entering countries of West
Africa where insurance against such risks is corn
pulsor y;

ARTICLE 1

For the purpose of t his Agreem en t t he fo llow ing
words and expressions shall have meanings herein
assiqned to th em and no other:

(a) "Protocol" means th e Protocol signed by
Member Stat es o f ECOWAS esta blishing a
West African Motor Insu rance Scheme
otherw ise know n as "the Brown Card".

(b) " Member" or " Insurer" means an insu rance
company or underwriting group which is a
member of a Nati onal Bureau.

(e) "Issuing Bureau" means the National Bureau
who supplied a Brown Card to an lr-surer and
who has responsibil ity for the payment of
claim arising under the Scheme.

(d) " Handl ing Bureau" means the Nat ional Bureau
of the Country where a motor accident occurs.

(e) "Insured" means a person insured under a
policy of insu rance who holds a valid Brown
Card.

(f) "Veh icle" means any motor vehicl e described
either on a Certificate o f Insurance or on the
Brown Card.

(g) "Brown Card" means th e West African Moto r
Insurance Card issued under th e authority
of th e Council of Bureau. This car d shall be
deemed to be giving insurance cover for guaran
t ee not less than that requ ired by laws of t he
States for w hich the card is valid .
The per iod of validity o f th e card shall be as
stated on the card .

(hI "Pol icy of Insurance" means a policy of

Eac h Bureau sha ll de liver the Brown Card s to
its members who w ill issue them to the insureds.

ARTICLE 3

(a) When an accident o ccurs in the country of a
Ha ndling Bureau which gives rise to a claim against
an Insured the Handling Bureau shall receive all claim
notifications on behalf of the insurer.

(b) As soon as the Han dl ing Bu reau is notified of
an accident and has been presented with a valid
Brown Card, the Handling Bureau. without waiting
for a formal claim against the Insured. shall proceed
to investigate the c ircumstances leading to the
accident. with a view to dealing with the claim and
sha ll.at the same time . not ify the Issuing Bureau who
shall notify t he member who issued the Card to the
Insured.

(c) Nothing in this Agreement relieves an insured in
an accident from the duty to give noti ce to his
Insurer.

ARTICLE 4

(al Th e Handl ing Bureau sha ll su bsequent ly negot i
ate th e cla im w it h the Third Party or Parties on
be half of th e member and submit to th e Issuing
Bureau a full report indicat ing the natu re and extent
of th e material damage or bo d ily injuries supported
by medi cal report as we ll as det a ils of proposed sett
lement ter ms and handling fee of 5% of settlement
amount subj ect to a m inimum of 44 UA and a maxi 
mum of 1,739 UA per claim or series of claims arising
from one accident . Th is is exclusive of lega l fees.

:0) Th e Issuing Bureau shall not m ak e payments
arising from Court fines.

(c) Th e payment of the sum calw lated on the basis
of these provisions including the minimum amount
o f 44 US for h andling fees is due eve n where the
claim has been closed without payment.

ARTICLE 5

Where the sett lement referred to in Article 4
abo ve does not exceed 2,174 UA per each claim and
not mor e th an 10 ,870 UA per each accid ent , the
Han dl ing Bureau sha ll settle and notifv t he Issuing
Bureau which shall reimburse the Handling Bureau

11
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ARTICLE 6

Where th e settlement is above 2,174 VA per
each claim an d 10,870 VA per each accident th e
sett lement has to be approved by the member. As
soon as approval is obtained the Issu ing Bureau shall
indicate the authority for payment to the Handling
Bureau.

ARTICLE 7

(a) If a member of th e Issuing Bureau has, in th e
country of the Handling Bureau an Organisation
established for the purpose of transact ing motor
insurance, th e Handling Bureau, if asked to do so,
shall leave th e handl ing and sett lement of the claims
to the Organization .

(b) A member of th e Issuing Bureau may request
the Handling Bureau to leave th e han dling and sett
lement of claims to an appointed Correspondent
who may be:

(i) a mem ber of th e Handl ing Bureau;or
(ii) an Organisat ion set up in th e country of

the Handling Bureau for the purpose of
handling motor insurance business, or

(iii) an Organ isat io n set !/p in the country of
the Handling Bureau and specialising in the
sett lement of c laims on behalf of insurers.

If a Handling Bureau acce pts th e requ est it sha ll
authorise the appointed correspondent to handle and
sett le the claims. The request for authorisat ion shall
be presented to the Hand ling Bureau by the Issuing
Bureau.

In requesting the nom ination of an appointed
Correspondent, the member of the Issu ing Bureau
shall undertake to :

entrust to the Corres po ndent th e hand ling of
th e claims;
add ress to th e correspondent a ll documents
relating to such claims, and
leave to the correspondent the investigation and
sett lement of the claims.

On its own part, the Handling Bureau shall
undertake to transmit to the co rrespondent all claim
notifications and oth er document s it may receive
from th e Insured as we ll as all co rrespondence it may
receive from t hird parties and to inform them of th e
mandate given to the correspondent .

The appo inted correspondent sha ll be respon
sible for handling claims add ressed to th e Handl ing
Bureau as th e duly accredited agent of th e said
Bureau. In this capacity , t he Correspondent sha ll be
given all necessary inst ru ctions by the Handling
Bureau .

(c) In except ional cases, the Handling Bureau if
requested to do so, may author ise an appointed
oorrespondent in the manner described above for a

12

part icular claim, even if th is correspondent has not
received a gener"al mandate.

(d) At any t ime, and witho ut having to just ify
its decision, the Handling Bureau may take over the
handling of a claim from a correspondent or revo ke
the mandate.

tel If in the country of the Handl ing Bureau
insurance operations are carried out only by a single
organisation the Handling Bureau, if requested to do
so by the Issuing Bureau or a memuer of the Issuing
Bureau, shall entr ust the handling and settlement of a
particular claim, or of all claims in general to an inde
pendent organisation, or if there is no such organisa
t ion, to a du ly qualified person in t he coun try of the
Handling Bureau oesignated to th is end by the
member of th e Issuing Bureau . In all cases, when
taking over the settlement of claims this member
sha ll be bound with regard to th e Handling Bureau
to sett le the claim in full conformity with the statu
tory requirements of the country in questio n and it
is understood that the Issuing Bureau shall be respon
sible for ensuring fulfilment of this obligation.

(I) When an Organ isation o ther than a Handli ng
Bureau investigates, or discusses a claim w ith third
parties it shall fo llow the procedure herein as if it
were a Handling Bureau which may attach any
comments it considered fit for the consideration of
the member.

ARTICLE 8

The Handling Bureau may act through anyone
of its members, but shall be responsible for any acts
carried out on its behalf. ..

ARTICLE 9

Where J claim cannot be settle out of Court
then only the Handling Bureau may accept service
of any legal pro cess against t he Insured. In such a
case, th e Han dling Bureau sha ll arrange legal
defence of th e suit and the legal fees and expe nses
incu rred th ereby shall be charged to t he account
of th e Issuing Bureau .

ARTICLE 10

In all cases of negoti ating or discussing a claim,
th e Handling Bureau or an Organisation nominat ed
by th e Issuing Bureau to hand le claims, sha ll act in
full compliance w ith"the requirements of insurance
law of the oountry of accident and the Issuing Bureau
shall ensure that this is done.

ARTICLE 11

(al A system of current accounts based o n inter 
bureau agree ment shall be establ ished in respect of
reimbu rsement s which shall be made at th e headquar
ters of the requesting national bureau in loca l curr
ency without oommission or transfer fees .
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(b) If aft er three months from the request fo r a
refund or after th e due da te o f paym ent , reimburse
ment has not been made to the handling bureau, an
8% interest rate per an num ca lculate d afte r the due
date shall be added to th e sum d ue .

ARTICLE 12

Th e Handling Bureau shall not knowingly
appoint , w ithout writte n consent of the Issuing
Bureau or cause or permit a claim to be handled by
any member or person or Organisatio n who by virtue
of any contractual obligatio n is financially interested
in th e accide nt giving rise to a cla im. A case of non 
confo rmity of this art icle shall be referred to the
Council of Bureaux

ARTICLE 13

Noth ing in this Agreeme nt shall affect or be
affe cted by any arrangement or contract which may
be made by a member w ith a Handl ing Bureau for
the sett leme nt of any oth er cla im not required to
be compu lsorily insured und er the Brown Card
Sch eme.

A RTICLE 14.

Where the per iod on the Brown Card exp ires,
the Hand ling Bureau , if so requested, shall assist the
vehicle owner or driver to obta in necessary compul
sory insurance of the country or any add it ional
co ver that may be requir ed .

ARTICLE 15

Unless proved o therw ise any Brow n Card
carried by a motorist bearing the name of any Bureau
sha ll be deemed properly issued by one of the
Bureaux ·members .

ARTICLE 16

Any disp ute between Bureaux as to the interpre
tatio n or effect of this Agreement shall be referr ed to
the Cou ncil of Bureaux and de cisions of the Arbitra
tors on a matter ref erred to th em shall be notified
to all Bureaux.The costs of the Arb itration shall be
agreed between th e Council of Bureau x and the Arb i
trators .

ARTICLE 17

Where in the oountry of on e of the Bureau x
insurance of liab ility in respect of th ird part ies
arising fro m the use of any categ&y of motor vehicles

is no t cornpursorv fo r vehicles ooming fro m another
country, th e fo llo wing st ipualt io ns shall be appl i
cable in that co untry fo r th e said veh icles.

1. For t he pu rpose of this clause (a) the Bureau
of that countr y shall be called the " Investi gating
Bureau", and
[b] th e following substi tut ion shall be deemed to
have been made-
"Policy of Insurance" in Art icle 2 (c) means an
insurance po licy deli vered by a member to an insured .

II. If, after an accide nt has occurred in th e co untry
of th e Investigating Bureau, an insured presents to
the Bureau or to any other representative author ised
by the Bur eau a Brown Card on wh ich the name of
that coun try is written, the Invest igating Bureau
shall investigate, at the request o f th e Insured, any
claim insti tuted aea inst th e Insured .

In th is co nnection, th e Bureau w ill immediate ly con
tact (eith er dir ectly or through th e Bureau of which
the Invest igat ing Bureau is a member) the me mber
who issued th e Brown Card to agree w ith the member
on handling the claim on the me mb er's behalf. The
cond itions of such sett leme nt must be subm itted
for the memb er's approval and the fees which may be
claimed shall be t hose defined in Article 4 of th is
Agreem ent.

III. Th e Invest igating Bureau, if SO requested by
the mem ber who issued the Brown Card, and
accord ing to th e cond it ions agreed upon with this
mem ber. may deliver to the Insured presenting
a Brown Card a letter of guarantee or any other
dowment in use in that country establishing the
existence of an insurance guaranteeing the vehicle .

A RTICLE 18

A party to th is Agreement may withdraw from
the Scheme by giving six (6) mo nth s notice to th e
Counc il of Bureau x NOTW ITH STAN D ING that suc h
Not ice has been given the w ithdrawing party shall
remain bo und by this Agree ment in res pect of all
card s issued by its me mbers.

AR TICLE 19

This Agreement comes into effect on the same
date as th e Protocol.

IN WITNE SS WHEREOF the part ies hereto
have hereunto affixed their Co mmon Sea ls the day
a nd year first above written .

13



June 1982 O fficial Journ al of the ECO WAS Vol. 4

A/P2/5/82 CONVENTION REGULATING INTER
STATE ROAD TRANSPORTATION BETWEEN
ECOWAS MEMBER STATES

PREAMBLE

The Governm ents of Member States of the
Economic Community of West Afri can States,

MINDFUL of Art icles 40 and 41 of the Treaty
of the Economic Community ;

CONSCIOUS of the urgent need to develop
transportation in general and road transportation in
particu lar with a view to promoting trade;

CONV INCED that the gradual integration of
the econ omies of th e Member States of the sub
region requires a harmonious develooment of the
system of road t ransport ation;

DESIROUS of encouraging movement of
persons, goods and services through the harmoniza
tion of their transport pol icies,

HAVE AGREED as fo llows:-

CHAPTER 1

DEFINITIONS

ARTIC LE 1
In this Convention
"Treaty" means the Treaty of the Economic Comm
un ity of West African States,
" Community" means the Economic Community
of West African States esta blished by Article 1 of th e
Treaty,
"Member State" or "Member States" means a
Member State or Member States of the Communitv ;
" Authority " means the Authority of Heads of State
and Government of the Community establi shed
by Article 5 of the Treaty ;

(2) specially desiqned to facilitate
transportation of merchandise without
th e need for breaking bulk by one or
several means of transportat ion,

(3) equiped with devices which can be easily
manipulated especially when changing
from one means of tr ansport to another,

(4) made in such a way that it can be filled
and emptied easily, and

(5) having an internal capacity of at least
one cubic metre

"Way-bill" means a docum ent issued by the loading
agent or the freight office, indicating the natu re
and weight of the cargo, the loading and
off -loading points as well as the date of
commencement of transportation.

CHAPTER II

OBJECTIVE

ARTICLE 2

1. The aim of this convention shall be to define
the conditions under which transportation by road
shall be carried out between th e Member States of
the Communi ty .

2. This con vention shall deal with the road trans
portation of persons and merchandise between one
or several points of th e territories of Member States
by road vehicles or by containers mou nted on such
vehicles and op erat ing along clearly defined inter
state road axes.

ARTICLE 3

The following shall be the recogni sed Comm
un ity road axes:

"Council" means th e Council of Ministers of the
Communi ty established by Art icle 6 of the Treaty;

"Executive Secretary" means tJ'Ie Executive Secretary
of the Commu nity appointed under Article 8 of the
Treaty;

" Transporter" means the natural or legal person in
whose name the transporter's licence is issued;

"Road Vehicle" means any motor vehicle or any
Tra iler or semi Trailer with back axle, the fr ont part
of wh ich rests on the towing vehicle and is so
designed as to be connected to such a vehicle.

"Container" means any means of tr ansport (frame,
ta nkers or similar stock);

(11 having a dura ble outlook and of such
qual ity as to withstand repeated use,
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In Benin
1.- Coton ou

11.- Cotonou

111.- Coto nou

IV.- Cotonou

V.- Djougou

VI.-Cotonou

Bohicon - Dassa-Zoume
Parakou - Bembereke-
Kandi Malanville -
(Niger )

Dassa - Zoume - Savalou
-Djougou - Natit inggou
Parga • (Upper Volta)

Ouidah • Hinancondji 
(Togo)

Port- Novo - Igolo •
(Nigeria)

Parakou-N'Dali -Nikki 
(Nigeria )

Seme • Krake - (Nigeria)
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2. In Ivory Coe.t
1.- Abidjan N'Douoi -Toumodi 

Yamoussokro-Tiebissou·
Bouake-Katiola-Ferkes·
Sedougoo-Ouangolodo·
ugoo-La Leraha- (Up""r
Volta)

6. In Guinea BilS8u
(i) Bissau - St Vicente-Ingore-St. Domin

gos - M'Pack- Ziguincho- (Senegal)

(ii) Bissau-Nhacra·Mansoa-Mansaba-Farim-
Dungal-Tanaf-Ziguinchor (Senegal)

3.

4

5

11.- Ouangolodougoo • Nielle - Kornani-(Mali)

(ii) Abidjan ' -Yemoussokro-Bouafle - Daloa
- Duekooe - Toolepleu-(Liberia)

(iii) Duekoue - Man - Danane - (Guinea)

(iv) Abidjan-Adzope - Abengourou - Agni
bilekrou- (Ghana)

(v) Abidjan - Grand Bassam - Aboisso -
- (Guinea) 7.

(vi) Odienne - Touba - Man - Danane - Toule
pleu - (Liberia)

(vii) San - Pedro - Taboo - (Liberia)

In Gambia
(i) Banjul-Karang-(Senegal)
(ii) Ganjul-Bignona - (Senegal)

In Ghana
(i) Accra-Kumasi-Dorma Ahenkro - (Ivory

Coast)

(ii) Aflao-Accra-Takoradi-Axim-Elubo- (Ivory
Coast)

(iii) Accra-Kumasi -Kintampo-Tamaie-Boigat
anga-Nevrongo-Paga-(Upper Volta)

(iv) Kumasi-Techiman-Wenchi-Wa-Lawra-
Hamile- (Upper Volta)

(v ) Accra -Aflao- (Togo)

(iv) Boigatanga-Bawku-Puisiga-(Togo)

In Guinea
(i) Conakry-Boke·Gaoul-Koundara-Kandika-

Gabou-Bissau-(Guinea Bissau)

(ii) Conakry -Labe·Gaoul-Carreforu.Lekering
- Koundara-Tamhacounda ·Dakar (Sene
gall.

(iii) Bissau-Mansoa-Mansaba-Bafata-Contu boel
:-Kambadju- Salikenie-Kolda-Dakar
(Senegal)

(iv) Bissau-Bafata·Gabu-Bajocunda-Pirada-
Wassadoo-Koukane-Velingara-Dakar
(Senegal)

(v) Bissau-Gabu-Buruntuma-Kadika-
Koudara-Gaoual·Boke-Boffa-Conakry
(Guinea)

In Upper Volta
(i) Ouagadougou-Koupela-Feda N'Gourma 

Kantchari- (Niger)

(ii) Ouagadougou-Koupela -Tenkodogo -Bitou
(Togo) and (Ghana)

(iii) Ouagadoogou-Po- (Ghana)

(iv) Ouagadougou-Leo-(Ghana)

(v) Ouagadougou-Kaya-DorHN iger)

(vi) Ouagadougou-Yako-Ouahigouya-Thiou
- (Mali)

(vii) Bobo-Dioulasso-Faramana- (Mali)

(viii) Bobo-Dioolasso- Orodara-Ko loko -t jaalt)

(ix) Bobo-Dioulasso-Diebougoo - (Ghana)

(x) Yako-Koudougou-Leo - (Ghana)

(xi) Bobo-Dioulasso-Ouessa - (Ghana)

(xii) Ouagadoogou-Bobo-Dioulasso-Leraba
(Ivory Coast )

(xiii) Diebougou-Gaoua-Kampt i- (Ivory Coast)

(xiv) Sakoinse-Koudougou-Dedougou.1\louna
(Mali)

(xv ) Fada N'Gourma-Pama - (Benin)

B(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

Conakry-Coyah-Pamelap-Massiaka-Freet
own-(Sierra Leone)

Conakry -Coyah-Mamou-Kankan-Siguiri 
(Mali)

Conakry-Coyah-Mamou- Kankan-Beyla_ 9
Nze rekore- Gentamonro vi..-{ Liberia)

Conakry-Coyah·Mamou-Kankan-Beyla
Nzerekore-Ganta-Monrovia (Liberia)

In Liberia
(i) Monrovia-Freetown - (Sierra-Leone)
(ii) Monrovia-Ganta - (Guinea)
(iii) Monrovia·Ganta - Tapeta (Ivory Coast)

InMauritania
(i) Nouakchott . Rosso-(Senegal)
(ii ) Nouakchott -Aioon-Nema-Gogui - (Mali)
(iii) Nouakchott-Aioon-Nem..-{Mali)

(vii) Conakry· Kankan·Kerouane·Beyla·Sinko
(Ivory Coast)

10 In Mali
(i) Bamako·Nioro du Sahel-Nahe . (Senegal)

15
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(ii) Bam ako- Kita-Keneba -(SenegalI
(iii) Bam ako- Kolo kani- Mourdiah-Goumbou -

Nara·Gu irel-(Maur itania)
(iv) Bamako-Kola kani -Nioro du SaheHMauri·

ta nia)
(v) Bam ako Gao-Lab ezamH Niger)
(vi) Bamako -Douqouni-Sikasso- (Upper Vo lta)
(viiI Bamako-Segou-Bla-San Severa-Band ia-

gara ·Bankass-Koro-(Upper Volta )

(viii) Bamako-Segou-Bla-Sienso -Kipara na
Kou rv-(Up per Vol ta)

(ix) Bamako - Segou ·Bla-San-Tamini an
(Up per Vo lta)

(xl Barnako-Bouqouni-Manakcro-t Ivory Coast I
(xi) Bamako-Bougouni-Sikasso-Zegou a·

Bouake (Ivory Coast)
(xii) Bam ako-Bougouni-Yanfo lila-Badogo

(Gu inea)
(xiii) Bamako-Kouremale - (Guineal

(iiI Freetown-Massiaka -Bo-Mano River
Monro via-{Liberia)

In Togo
(i) Lom e-Tsevle-Atakpame-Sokode-Kara-

Sansanne Mango-Dappaong -(Upper Vo lta
(ii) Lome·Kpalime-Atakpame·Badou·( Gha na )
(iii) Lome·Aneho-Savicondji (Beninl
(iv) Lome-Kara-Ketao-Ifleninl
(v) Kara-Awan djelo-Kabou-{Gha na )
(vi) Sokode-Bassar-Natchamba-(Gh ana)
The present list of inter-sta te road axes is provi
sional.

It may be modif ied by th e Council of Ministers u po n
the recommendation of the Transport, Telecommuni
cations and Energy Commission.

CHAPTER III

HIGHWAY COD E

ARTICLE 5

Every entrance or exit (other than emergency
exit) sha ll be on th e near side of the omnibus.

Width of the door. . . . . . . . 0.60 m
Height of th e do or. _ • . . • . . •• 1.60 m

For an omnibu s, two entrances or exits shall be
provided fo r passenqers, One em ergency exit sha ll
also be provided .

All veh icles. .. .• .. . 2.50 m
All veh icles 4 m

Breadth 
Height-

ARTICLE 6

(b)

(c)

Th e max imum dimensions allowed for the road
vehicles defined in Article 2 above shall be as follows :

a) Length:- Veh icles with two or th ree
axles . • ... . . .. .. ...l lm
(In exceptional cases, the
length of passenger veh icles
may be longer tha n 11 met ers
but sha ll not ex ceed 12
meters, provided the over
han g sha ll not be greater th ar
6110 of its width o r a length
of 3,50 m),
Articulat ed vehicles . . 15 m
(under special arrangement
made for container vehicles]
Art iculated ca rr iage (vehic le +
t railer 18 m
Road train . . .. . . . . 22 m

ARTICLE 4

Th e ax le load of th e various types of vehicl es
authorised to carry out Inter-State Transportation
shall not exceed 11 .5 to nnes.

(x ) Dakar -Belingara-Kounkane-Wassadou -
Pirade-Banjocounda-Gabou-Bafata-Bi ssau 
(G. Bissau]

11. In Niger
(i) Niamey-Makalondi· (Upper Volta
(ii) Niamey-Tera-(Upper Vo lta)
(iii) Niamey-Tilia bery·Ayorou-(Mali)
(iv) Niamey-Dosso-Birni N'Konni -Mara (Nigeria)
(v) Niamey-Dosso-Gaya-(Ben in)
(vi) Tahoua-Tsernawa-Birni N' Konni·(Nige

erial
(vii) Zinder-Magarra- (Nigeria)
(viii) Naine-Soroa-(Nigeria)
[i x ) Diffa- (Nigeria)
(x ) N' Gu ima i·Bosso· (Nigeria)

12. In Nigeria
(i) Laqos-Badaqrv-Cotonou-Ilsenlnl
(ii] Lagos·l di ro ko-Igolo-Port o-Novo-( Ben in)
(iii) Lagos-Kontagora-Kano-Kogol arn-Z inder

(Niger)
(iv) Kano-Marad i· Birni N'Konni· Dosso-(Niger)

13. In Senegal
(i) Dakar-St. Louis-PossoIvlau rit ania l
(ii) Dakar·Tam bacou nda-Doundara-Labe-

(Gu inea)
(iii) Dakar-Dianke Makam·(Mali)
(iv) Dakar -Kaolack-Keur aip-(G ambia)
(v) Ziguinchor-Senaba-(Gambia)
(viI Dakar-Kaolack -Karang-Banjul -(Gam bia )

(vii) Dakar·Zigu inchor-M'pak-St. Domingos-
Ingore-St . Vicente-Bissau-{Guinea
Bissau )

(viii) Dakar-Colda-Sani keni-Kam banju-Kontu 
bou el-Bafata-Mansaba-Mbansoa·Bissau·
(Guinea Bissau)

(ix) Dakar· Ziguinchor·Tan af-Dungal·Farim-
Man saba-Mbansoa-Bissau (Gu inea Bissau)

14. In Si... ra Leone
(i) Free to wn- Massiaka-Parnelap-Conakrv

(Guinea )
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ARTICLE 7

Vehicles with ex cept ional dimensions shall see k
permit from the Minister responsible for T ransport in
the State in wh ich th e veh icles are registered. In the
event such vehicl es op erate in other Member States
they shall seek prior approval from the Ministers of
Transport of the transit States.

Veh icles with ex ce ptio nal dimensions may
operate only during the day on specif ied axes duri ng
a spec ified period .

ARTICLE 8

The maximum numbe r of passengers to be
carried in pu blic transport vehicles shall be deter 
mined by the fo llowing standards:

A space of 40 cm shall be provided for
each passenger
The space bet ween the back of one seat
and th e other shall be 60 ern.
An allowance of 70 kg. shall be made for
the weight of each passenger.
Each passpnqer shall be ent it led to 30 kg.
fo r his baggage
An allowance of at least 40 cm shall be
provided for a Central corrido r.

ARTICLE 9

Vehicles operating under the present Conven
tion shall carry at their rear and front , reflectorised
plates bearing their registrat ion numbers and the signs
of th e Membe r Stat es in which the regist ration has
been effected.

ARTICLE 10

The minimum period fo r mechanical examina
t ion sha ll be fixed as fo llows:

(1) Every three r-on ths for Passenger Trans
por t Vehicles;

(2) Every six months for Goods Transport
Vehicles

The mec han ical examination shall compu lson ly be
conducted before an Inter-State Passenger or Goods
Transport Vehicl e is put back o n th e road afte r it has
been invo lved in a serious accident or whe n it is sub
ject to alterat ion or transfer.

ARTICLE 11

A mech anical examinat io n shall take place in
the State where the vehicle is registered. It sha ll be
recognised as valid in other States .

If the certificate of road wort hiness expires
while the vehicle is in th e t erritory of a Stat e other
tha n that in wh ich it was registered , it sha ll undergo a
mechanical exami nation in t hat State.

If in the o pinion of any of the contract ing
States such veh icles are deemed mechanically unfit, a
repo rt of th e observat ion shall be forward ed to the
State where the veh icle is reg iste red w ith a view to
affect ing a re-examinat ion .

The said vehicle shall com ply with th e internal
regulat ions of th e State in which it was registe red
upon its return to that Stat e.

CHAPTER IV

TRA NSPORTATION REGULATIONS AND
REQUIR EMENTS

ARTICLE 12

A 'Veh icle registe red in one o f the Member
States may operate betwee n one or seve ral pre-det er
mined po ints in the terr itoriesof o ther Member States
alo ng the axes defin ed in Articl e 3 above provided
tha t:

The goods loaded in one Sta te shall on ly
be transpo rted to anothe r Member State
or Member St ates.
It compli es with ru les la id down by t he
offices in charge of Freight .
The vehicle shall sat isfy prescribed re
gulatio ns 'Nh ile crossing th e custo ms
barrier of each Member Sta tes .

ARTICLE 13

In orde r to facilitate th e use of public passen
ger t ranspor t operat ing betwe en Member Sta tes, th e
co ndit ions laid down in Articl e 11 of the Convention
may be waived provided ther e is a bilateral or mult ila
teral agreeme nt betw een Member States co ncerned.

ARTICLE 14

Carriage of perso ns and goo ds mixed together
in one vehicle sha ll be forbidden between States of
the Community .

ARTI CLE 15

Transport at io n of goods or persons alo ng the
inter-Stat e routes defined in Art icle 3 above shall be
carried out in accordance wi th the regulat io ns in
force in each Stat e regarding the co -ordinat ion of
transportation by rail and by road.

AR TICLE 16

Veh icles registered in on e o f the Member States
shall operate within th e road traff ic and fiscal requla 
tio ns in fo rce in their country of registrat ion ,

These vehicles shall be exempted from fisca l
regu lations in force in o ther Member States.
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(i) Inter·State tra nsport perm it.

Vehicles tak ing part in Inter·State transports
tion shall possess a bilingual loff icial language of the
Membe r StatelOne working language of ECOWAS)
Inter-State Transport Permit; printed in two colours
(grey ) for vehicles licensed to undertake public tra ns
portation of persons and (green) for vehicles engaged
in the transportation of merchandise.

The specimen permit attach ed as an appendix
shall be the only recogn ised format.

Th is permit which shall be valid for each vehicle
shall bear the authorised it inerary and th e official
stamp of the States involved.

Th is licence shall be valid for one year.

ARTICL E 18

Condition s for th e issue of t hese permits shall
be def ined by bilateral or multilateral agreements
signed between the States concemed. These agree·
ments which may be renewed annually shall also
st ipu late for each State the nu mber and the category
of vehicles authorised to operate in the other State or
States.

The basic criteria for comparison shall be
tonnage and the au thorised number of passengers; the
num ber of vehid es accord ing to spec if ied categories
may vary from one State to anothe r in relat ion to the
tota l nu mber of vehicles in each State .

ARTICLE 19

The implementation of this sys tem of transport
authorisa t ion shall be subject to the establishment
and operat ion of freight offices or ro ad transport
sta tions in charge of Inter-State transport in th e prin 
cipal towns of States which are signatories to th is
convention.

A RTICLE 20

Ru les relat ing to inter-State a llocation of freight
shall be th ose laid down by th e Inter·State fre ight
offices of Member States.

ARTICLE 21

Veh icles shall possess a five·page waybill in the
Appendi x and issued by the loading agent or the
fre ight office stating the nature, the weight of the
ca rgo , loading and off load ing points and the date on
which the transport owner takes respon.ibility of the
frei~t.

ARTIC LE 22

The dr iver of a vehicle engaged in lnter-State
Road Transport shall produce on demand by any
competent au th ority reponsible for traff ic contro l,
the fol lowing docu ment in add itio n to his licence and
t he particu lars of t he vehicle:
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(ii) Waybill

ARTICLE 23

The transporter shall be responsible for acqui·
ring and maintaining the validity of an insurance
policy co vering the responsibility he ,"ight encounter
in accordance with the Ie;islation in force in coun
t ries where he shall operate as regards loss or injury
to a th ~d party. ta king into consideration the limits
of the amount wh ich t he insurance policies of t hose
countries have or mayset for such purposes.

ARTICLE 24

An infringe ment of the pro visions of th e t raff ic
r~lations in any of the States shall render th e offen·
der liable to the sanctions presaibed by the laws or
regulations in force in the country where the offence
is committed.

Any infringe ment of the provisions of the pre
sent convention, without prejudice to the sanctions
that may be imposed on the driver or transporter
shall render the offender in the person of the trans
porter, in the State where the offence was committed
liable to the temporary or permanent withdrawal of
the int er-State t ransportation permit of the vehicle in
question.

CHAPTER V

GENERAL AND FI NAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 25

The Member States agree to retain provision s of
t reaties signed between th em wh ich shall not be
contrary to the provisions of the presen t convent ion.
Furthermore, Member States undertake to harmonise
earlier accords signed and in force with th ird count·
ries, to conform with the provisions of the present
Convention.

ARTICLE 26

1. Any Member State may submit proposal
for the revision of thisconvention.

2. Any such proposal shall be su bmitted to
the Executive Secretary who shall co
mmunicate them to the oth er Member
States not later than thirty days after the
receipt of such a proposal. Amendments
or revisions shali be considered by the
Authority after Member States have been
given one month's notice thereof.

ARTICLE '1J

Any Member State desir ing to with draw
from the present Convention shall give a
year's no t ice of its intent ion to the
Executive Secreta riat which shall inform
Member States thereof. If by the end of
this per iod. the not ice is not withdrawn ,
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the Member State concerned shall cease
to be party to the Convention .

During th e one year period referred to
above, the Membe r State in quest ior. shall
continue to comply with the provisions
of the present Convention and it shall be
incumbent upon it to discharge the
obligat ions wh ich fall on it by virtue of
the present Convention.

ART ICLE 28

The present Convention shall enter into
force provisionally upon signature by
Heads of State and Government of Mem·

her States and definitely upon ratifi
cation by at least seven (7) signatory
States in accordance with the constitu 
tional procedures applicable for each
Member State.

This Convention and all the instru
ments of rat if icat ion shall be deposited
with the Executive Secretariat which
sha ll t ransmit ce rtified t rue copies of this
Co nven t ion to all Membe r Sta tes and
notify them of t he dates of deposits of
these instruments of ratification and shall
register this conven tion with the Organi
sation of African Unity , the Unit ed
Nations and such Organ isations as the
Council shall de termine .

IN FAITH WHEREOF WE T HE HEA DS O F STATE AND GOVE RNMENT OF T HE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY
OF WEST A FRI CAN STATES HAVE SIGNED TH IS CONVENTION.

DONE AT COTO NOU T HIS 29 T H DAY OF MAY 19B2 IN SINGLE OR IGINAL IN THE ENGLISH
AND FRENCH LANGUAG ES BOTH TE XTS BEING EQUALLY AUTHENTIC,

- -'/J --------:-~

~- _ . . .... - .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ." .

HON. BRIGADE COMMANDER PEDRO PIRES
Prim e Minist er, fo r and on behalf of the

President of the Republic of CAPE VERDE

H. E. FELI X HOUPHOUET BIOG NY
President of the Republic of .

IVOR Y COAST

... /l~:~( ~ ; ;-:-; : ~S- .
HON. DR. MOMODOU s. x MANNEH

Minister of Economic Planning and Industrial
Developmen t for and on behalf of the Presiden t

of TH E GA MBIA

~~ .
·H.·E.'F'l i ~ h; Li~~;e~;~t 'J'E'R'R~'RA';'/LINGS '

Chairman, Provisional National Defence Council
(P. N. D. C.I

Repu blic o f GHANA

0 ~.. ............ ....61 .
H. E. A HMED SEKO U TOURE

President of th e Peopl e' s Revolutionary Republic
of GUINEA
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...... ., .
Vo:_. CO LONEL SEYNI KOUNTCHE

prl;"jdent of the Sup reme Milita ry Council,
Head o f State of the Republ ic of NIGE R

_ - - - - ----e-..... -
...-: :....~.~:Q=l .. ..~ ..~.

HO N. V ICTO R SAUDE MARIA
Vice Chairman of the Revolut ionary Council,

Prime Min ister, for and on behalf of the
President of the Republic of GUINEA BISSAU

~-
5 ' ~- - .

. .. . ~.~~ =-
H. E. COLONE L SAVE ZE RBO . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . ';Y " ;

Presid ent of the Mil itar y Co mmittee for H. E. ALHAJI SHEHU SHAGARI
Redress for Natio nal Progress, Head of Sta te of th e President of th e Federal Republic of

Republic of UPPER VOLTA 'NIG ER IA

H. -. AMiiEL K.t<"NYONDciE' .
Commander-in-Chief, Chairman of the Peopl es
Redem ption Cou ncil and Head of State of the

Republic of LIBERIA

. ':.

H. E. ABDOU D IOU!'/ ·
President of th e Repu6lic of

SEN EGA L

/ -~/"
. . . . . . . . . . . . .

HO . OR ISSA KEITA'
Minister of Finance and Comm erce lorand on behalf

of the President of the Republic of
MALI.

H. E. DR. SIAKA STE VENS
Preside nt of the Republic of

SIERRA LEONE

• •• • • • • •• •• • • • • , ' , • •• • ••• -I ' , •• ••• • • ••

H. E. GEN ERA L GNASSI NGBE EYADE MA
President of the Republic of

TO GO
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A/P3/5/82 PROTOCOL RELATIN G TO THE
DEFINITION OF COMMUNITY CITIZEN

THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES

MINDFUL of Artic le 5 of the Treaty of th e
Economic Community of West African States establi
shing the Authori ty of Heads of State and Govern
ment, its composition and functions;

RECALLING that Paragraph 1 of Art icle 27
of theTreaty of the Economic Community of West
African States as amended stipulates that Comm
unity cit izens are ci tizens of member states that
sat isfy the condit ions to be defined in a protocol
establi shing a code of citizenship for the Comm
unity .

CONSIDERING that member states would still
ex ercise the sovereign right in conferring their citizen
ship on any person;

d.

III . Any child adopted by a citizen of

the Community provided that the
child has not attai ned his malority
to decide o n the nationality of his
own choice.

A natu ralised person of a Member
State who has beforehand made a
formal application and sat isf ies the
fol lowing conditicns.:

had renounced the nationality of any
State outside the Community and
such a renounciation is explicit ly
suppo rted by an act of renoun
elat ion duly authenticate d by the
appropriate authorities of the
country o r countries ",!,hose nationa
lity or nationalit ies he formerly
enjoyed, and

HAVE AGREED AS FO LLOWS:-

c ONSIDERING that th e requ irements for t he
acquisition, the loss, the forf eiture, th e w ithdrawal
and the reintegration within th e Commun ity a, e not
necessarily the same in all member states;

1.

ARTICLE 1
ON THE ACQUISITION OF COMMUNITY

CITIZE NSHIP

A CITIZEN OF T HE COMMUNITY IS:·
a. Any person who is a national by descent

of a Member State and who is not a
national of any non-Member State of the
Community

b. Any person who is a national by birth
of any of the Member States either of
whose parents is a nat ionet b{ sub-para
graph (1) above provided that such a
person on attaining the age of 21 dec idea
to take up the natio nality of the Member
State. However. , a person who had
already attained the age of 21 before
coming into force of this Protocol and
who is of dual nat ionality shall renounce
the nat ionality of that parent who is no t
a national by virtue of sub-paragraph
(al above .

c. I. Any adopted child who at birth is
no t a citizen of the Community or
whose nationality is unknown but
who on attaining the age of 21
expressly takes up the nat iena lity of
his adoptive parent who is a Comm
unity cit izen.

II. An adopted person who has already
attained majority before the coming
into force of this Proto col and who is
of dual nat ionality shall expressly
renounce the nat ional ity of any
State outside th e Community . '

II had effecti vely resided permanently
in a Membe r State for a continuou s
period of fifteen years preceding his
applicatio n for Community Citizen
ship . Such residence shall mean a
permanent establishment of abode
on the territory o f a Member State
without any subse quent transfer to
any State outside the Communi ty .

The ECOWAS Counci l of Ministers or any organ of
the Community invested of such power at the request
of a Member State may reduce th is per iod of fifteen
years for the benefit of a person because of excepti
ona l services that such a person had rendered to the
Commu nity o r because of any othe r spec ial consi
deration.

e. However, a naturalised person of any Member
State may not be granted such stat us of com mun i·
ty citizenship if by granting such status th e funds
mental interests of on e o r mo re Member States shall
be jeopardised .

i. Any child who is not a Community
c itizen at birth or whose nat ionality
is unk nown, adopted by a natu ra
lised citizen of the Community and
who at the age of 21 years expressly
take s up the national ity of his
adopted parent .

However, such adopted child shall enjoy this statu;
only afte r fifteen (151 year s of permanent and con
tinuous residence in the same Member Stat e.

ii An adopte d perso n by a nat uralised
citizen of the Comm unity and having
already attained the age of 21 years
before the entry into force of the
present Protocol and who is of dual
nation ality, who ex pressly renou nce
the nationality of any other State
ou tside t he COmmunity .
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f. How ever , he shall on ly enjoy the status o f the
Commun ity cit izenship on ly after fifteen (15) yea rs
of perm anent and continuous residence in th e same
Member State.

An y ch ild bo rn of naturalised pare nts of
a Member State who has acquired th e
citizenship of the Commun ity in accord·
anc e with the provisions of Paragraph
(d) above.

How ever, in orde r to become elegible
for Community Cit izenship . the chil d
shall before atta ining th e age of 21,
expressly ren ounce the nat ionality of any
non-Member State of th e Community
which he may posses.

ARTICLE 2

LOSS, FORFEITURE AND WITH·
DRAWAL OF COMMUNITY CITI·
ENSHIP

1. An y person may lose Commun ity Citizen
ship for the following reasons:

a. permanent settlement in a State
outside th e Communit y;

b. voluntary acqu isit ion of th e na tiona
lity of a St ate out side the Cornrn 
un ity ;

c . a de facto acq uis it ion of th e nat iona 
lity of a State outside the Cornrn u
nity;

d . loss of one's nat ionality of coun try
of origin;

e. on his ex press request .

Th e situ at ion is the sam e whe n such a cr ime is
committed against a cit izen of the Com munity.

3 . Community cit izenship may be with
draw n from a person fo r th e fo llowing
reasons:

a. wh en it becomes evident after the
acq uis it ion of th e cit izensh ip, that
t he person conce rne d did not satisfy
the requisite condit ions for the
acquisition of Community cit izen 
shi p :

b. if, Community cit izenship was
ob tained through lies or fraud .

ARTICLE 3

ON RE-INTEGRATION

Re-intergration of Commun ity Cit izens h ip is
granted afte r enqui ry .

ARTICLE 4
TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

Pend ing th e insta llation of a judici al body th at
will be respo nsib le for issues. relat inq to requ ests
for acquis itio n, loss, th e forfeitu re , withdrawa l o f
Community Citizensh ip , th e Cou ncil o f Minist ers
is vested with th e powers to examine suc h quest
ions su bject to appea l befo re the Aut ho rity .

ARTICLE 5

DEPOSIT AND ENT RY INTO
FORCE

a. This ad ditional Protocol shall enter into
for ce provisionally upon signatu re by
Heads of State an d Government of Mem 
ber State s an d def initively u pon rat ifica
tion by at least seven signato ry Stat es in
accordance with th e co nst itut ional pro
cedures applicable for each signa tory
Sta te.
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2. Any naturalised pe rson who has acquired
the status of Community citizen may for
fe it t h is citizenship fer the followin g
reason s.

a. if he invo lves in acti vities inco m
pat ible with the statu s of Cornrn
uni ty cit izen, and or prejudicial to
th e fu ndamental interests of on e or
more Mem ber States of the Cornrn
un ity.

b. if he has been sentenced in any sta te
of th e Communit y for an act co nsi
de red to be a cr ime and recognised as
such within the Com munity .

b.

c.

Thi s addi tional Protoco l and all lnstru 
men ts of Rat ificati on shall be depos ited
with the Execu t ive Sec retariat which shall
t ran sm it certif ied tru e co pies of th is
add itio nal Protocol to a ll Member States
and notify them of th e dates of de posits
of th e Instru ments of Rat ificat ion and
shall register this add ition al Pro tocol
with the Organisat ion of African Unity .
th e United Nat ions and such Organisa
tions as the Council shall determine.

This addit iona l pro tocol shall be an ne xed
to' and shall fo rm an integral par t of the
Treaty.
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.. .. . .. s.:;. . t:i!P.~" ..t, ,,.,-:. .
HON. DR ISSA KEI TA

Minister of Finance and Commerce.
for and on behali of the President of 0 e public of MA LI

~_.- --- -.-:-=-
CL...,. -::::=.-..

HON. BRIGADE COMMANDER PEDRO PIRES
Prime Minister, for and on behalf ofthe

President of the Republic of CAPE VERDE

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . , .

IN FIlITH WHEREOF WE THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE
ECO/IIOMIC COMMUN ITY OF WEST AFR ICAN STATE S HAVE SIGNE D THIS

ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL.

DONE AT COTONOU THIS 29TH DAY OF MAV, 1982 IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE
ENGLISH AND FRENCH LA GUAGES, B TEXTS BEING EaUALLY AUTHENTIC.

. · 4.~t~ ~ ·1. . . .... .. ... . .. . . . .
H. UEL KAN'ONDOE

Commander-in- hip ~ C airman ofthe People's Redemption
Council and H . ot tate of the Republic of LIBERIA

~"'~" ~-
.. .... . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . , .

H. E. FELIX HOUPHOUET BOIGNY
President of the Republic of

IVORY COAST

HoE. LT. ' ;; __ ,~ MED ~ dUNA aULD
HAIDALLA

President of the Mil iury Committee of National
Salvat ion , Head of State of th e Islamic Republic of MAURITANIA

/Y~I/{'. ~_£ ........././ ~ ' ~-=-=- .
HON. DR.MOMODOU S. K MANNEH

Min ister of Economic Planning and Industrial
Development, for and on behalf of the President

of T HE GAMBIA

. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. .
H.EoCOLONEL SEYNIKOUNTCHE

President of the Supreme
Military Council , Head of State of the Republic of NIGER

~.e.;............... ..., ,.·..r · .
H. E. FLIGHT LIEUTENANT JERR Y JOHN RAWLINGS

Chairman , Provisional National Deferce
Council (P. N. D. C.)
Republic of GHANA

. (1
.............e,(j .

H. E. AHMEOSEKOU TOURE
President of the People's Revolutionary

Republic of GU INEA

• • 0000 . 0 • • • • • • • 0 • • • •• 0 .0 .0 ••• ......:;.........-

H. E. ALHAJI SHEHU SHAGARI
President of the Federal Republic of

NIGERIA~---

. .
o • 0 • •• 0 0 0 0 H: i=:ABDOu.dOuF:. 0 0 • •• • 0 • •

President of the Republi c of SENEGAL

....
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A/P4/5/82 CONVENTION RELATING TO INTER
STATE ROAD TRANSIT OF GOODS

The GOVE RNMENTS of the ECONOMIC COMMU·
NITY OF WEST AF RICAN STATES.

RECALLI NG paragraphs 3 and 4 of Art icle
22 and Article 23 of the Treaty of the Economic
Com munity of West African State s relating to Cus
to ms and Trade matters and Article 11 of the
Protocol relat ing to the Concept of Products origina
ting from Member State s;

ACCEPTING the pr inciples of th e convention
of the United Nat ions Conferenc e on Trade and
Development on transit of goods within landlocked
countries adopted on 8th July . 1965;

CONSID ER ING th at it is necessary to set up
an Inter-State road transit system in order to facilitate
the transportat ion of goods between the territories of
the Member States;

CONSCIOUS of th e fact that the Inter-State Road
Transit System may fac ilitate the compilation of
stat istics of movement of goods;

CONVINCED that in order 10 ensure that these
statistics are comprehensi ve and reliable it is necess
ary to ensure that the Member States collaborate at
the administrative level and that the documents of
the lnter-State road transit contain the necessary
data ;

HAV E AGR EED AS FOL LOWS:

CHAPTER I

ARTICLE 1

DEFINITIONS

In th is Convention,

a. "Treaty" means the reaty of the Econo
mic Com munity of West African States;

d. "Principal Obligee" means any natural or
legal person, who by a cus toms declara
tion, applies to carry ou t an Inter-State
Road Transit operation and is thus res 
pons ible to the competent authorities
for the regular execution of th is opera
tion ;

e. "Means of Transport" means any road
vehicle, trailer, semi-trailer of container
used fo r the conveyance of goods.

f. "Office of Departure" means the
Customs Office where the Inter-State
Road Transit operation begins.

g "Transit Offi ce" means the Customs
offices (ot her than those of departu re
and destinat ion) through which vehicles
pass during their Inter-State journey;

h. "Office of destinat ion" means the
Customs Office whe re the goods are to be
presented and where the Inter-State
Road Transit operation te rminates ;

"Office of guara ntee" means the Office
of departure wher« sec urity bo nd arranqe 
ment concerning transit are concluded ;

j. "Co mmon borde r" means the borde r
common to two Membe r State s;

k. "Inte r-State Road Transit Declarat ion"
means the transit declaration made in
appropriate book let, a model of which
is attached to this Convent ion as an
appendix;

I. "Notice of passage" means an ur mu m
bered leaflet of the Inter-State Road
Transit declaratio n deposite d by the
transporter in each passage Office ;

rn. "Merchandise" means all trade goods
subject to trade with the exception of
those stipulated in Annex "A" to thi s
Convention.
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b.

c

"Mem ber State or Membe r States" means
a Membe r Stat e or Membe r Sta tes of th e
Econ omic Community of West African
States.

"Inter-State Road Transit (ISRT)" means
a regime that allows th e transportation of
goods by road from on e Customs Office
in a Member State to ano ther Customs
Office in anoth er Member State through
one or more Member States free of
duties, taxes and restr ictions whil e in
t ransit . Such goods shall be accompanied
with a set of customs documents and
shall not be off -loaded or t ransferred
w hile in transit;

CHAPTER II

ESTABLISHMENT OF INTER -STATE ROAD

TR ANSIT REGI ME

ARTICLE 2
An inter-State Road .Transit Regime is hereby establi
shed among Membe r Sta tes of ECOWAS fo r th e
purpose of facilitat ing the movement of goods in the ir
territory as defined in Article 1.

ARTICLE 3

The provisions of Art icle 2 of this Convention shall.
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however, not apply to th e following:

a. Goods ap pearing on the special iist of goods
which is attached as Annex "Au to th is Con
vention . The list may be amended by th e
Cou ncil of Minist ers upon t he recommendations
of th e Transport Commission.

b. Tran sportation of goo ds carried ou t under th e
internat ional railway transit syst em.

c. Posta l art icles (including parcels sent by post ).

t ions. The booklet is then delivered to the prin
cipal obl igee or his authorised representative.

leaflet No.2: this shall accompany the goods,
and shall be depos ited at the off ice of destina
tion where it shall be kept.

leaflet No.3: this shall accompany the goods and
shall be deposited at the office of destination
which shall th en return th e discha rged leaflet
d irec tly to the off ice of departure or give it to
th e Inter ested party of the representat ive who
shall ensure its return to the office of departure.

ARTICLE 4

In order to enjoy the provision of the present Conven
tion, transporters author ised by their State shall :

a. use road vehicle or co ntainer vehicles previously
approved in con form ity wi th the provis ions
indicated in Ann ex " 8" to thi s Con vention.

leafl et No.4: t his shall accompany the goods and
shall be deposited at the office of dest inat ion
which shall forward it to the body charged with
statist ics in th e Member State of destinatio n.
Add i:ional leaf let s shall be made available to
serve as notice of passaglt.

ARTI CLE 7

b. have paid a deposit and obtained a receipt acce 
ptable wit hin the terms of the log-book and

. ~ under th e conditions stipulat ed in Annex "E"
to this Convention .

CHAPTER III
FORMALITIES

Add it ional doc uments to the Inter-State Road Transit
Declaration shall be regarded as an integral part of ft.

ARTICLE 8

In case there are additional d~cuments to t he Inter
State Road Transit System in a Member State of
departure to another Customs Syst em, reference shall
be made to th is addit ional documents and to any
other correspo nding documents on th e Inter-State
Road Transit Declarat ion .

A RTICLE 5

1. In order to operate under t his Inter-Stat e Road
Trans it System, all goods shall tie covered by th e
Inter -State Road Transit Declara t ion in accor
dance with th e term s of the present Convent ion.

ARTICLE 9

1. At the office of departu re, as many leaflets of
the notice of passage relative to the number of transit
offices shall be produced in support of th e Inter-State
Road Transit Declaration.

2. The Inter-State Road Tran sit Declaration shall
either be ty pe-written or hand-writ ten, but in th e
lat ter case it sha ll be in ink, legible and in printed
characters .

2. Afte r registrat ion , the notice of passage are
handed back to the principal obligee, or to his authori
sed repres entative.

ARTICL E 10

The principal obligee shall be bound:
to follow the it inerary as spec ified

to deliver the goods intact at th e office of
desti nation with in the prescribed peri od

to respect th e provision s concerning the Inter
Stat e Road Tran sit System and tran sit in each of
the Member Sta tes whose territory is used for th e
transportation .

1.

The loq-book shall be numbered and shall bear 2.
th e under -takings made by th e prin cipal obligee
and his quarantor. Th ey shall conta in leaflet s of 3.
undertakings and discha rge which shall bear the
number , type of package , description, quant ity
gross weight and value of th e goods as well as
countries of departure of tra nsit and of destina
tion.

The Inter -State Transit Declarat ion shall be
signed by the prin cipal obli gee or by his authori
sed representat ive as well as by the guarantor .

3

4.

ARTICLE II

leaflet No. 1: th is shall be detached and kept at
the office of departu re whe re it is checked 3
against leaflet No. 3 at th e end of tran sit op era-

The fo llowing shall be considered to co nst itute one
means of t ransp ort , provided th at they t ransport goods
which are meant to be carried tog ether:

ARTICLE 6

The Inter -Stat e Trans it Declaration which is to be com
pleted at the point of dep arture shall com prise fou r
leaflet s num bered from 1 to 4 , and be distr ibuted as
follows afte r registrati on: 1.

2.
a sealed Road Vehicle;
a sealed Road Vehic le accompanied by its
t railer(s) or semi-tra iler;
container loaded on to a means of transpo rte r as
un derstood by t he present art icle .

25
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The same means of transport may be used to load up
goods in conta iners at several depa rtu re poi nts, just as
it can be used fo r off-loading at several off ices of dest i .

nat ion.

ARTICLE 12

Th e one means of transport shall only con vey good s
covered under th e int er-State Road Transit Regime.

ARTICLE 13.

Only 1l00ds loaded or supposed to be loaded on to only
one means of transpo rt and meant to be transport ed
from the same office of departure to th e same office
of dest inati on may be presented on the same Inter
State Transit Declarat ion.

ARTICLE 14

The office -of departure shall registe r the Inter-State
Road Transit Declarat ion , ind icate the itin erary and
presc ribe the pe riod within which the goods shall- be
delivered at the off ice of destination and shall draw up
identifica tion proce dures it th inks fit.

After making all the Inter-State Road Transit Declara
tion leaflet s and th e noti ces of passage as appropriate,
th e off ice of departure shall keep the leaflet No.1 for
it and sha ll submit th e booklet as well as all t he not ices
of passage to th e principa l ob ligee or his authorised
represen tative.

2 Transportation shall be carried out th rough the
offices indicated on the Inter-St ate Road
Transit Declarat ion. However, whe n just ified
by circumstances, other passage offices may be
used as directed by the appro priate authority .

3. In each oHice open for tra nsit, an official
register shall be kept to register , in ch ronolo
gical order, all transit operations effecte d with
reference to the numbe r of ECOWAS/ISRT
Log-800k.

4. The Inter-State Roa d Transit Declarat ion
leaflets shall be presented in each Member
State whenever demanded by the Customs
authorit ies which shall ensure th at the sealings
are intact . Except in cases whe re foul play is
suspected , the Customs authorities of Member
States shall respect the sealings" done at th e
office of departu re.

ARTICLE 17

At each t ransit office, the t ransporte r shall present,
on his arrival the cargo as well as th e Inter-State
Road Transit Booklet.

ARTICLE 18

The tr ansit off ice shall:

1.

2.

ARTICLE 15

The secu rity of goo ds shall be ensured by
sealing.

The sealing shall be done:
a. by vehicle
b. by packages or containers.

Sealing of vehicle shall be done only if the
vehicle or vehicles
a. can be sealed easily and effect ively;

1.

2.

3.

4

Ensure th at it is included in the list of t ra nsit
off ices indicated on th e Inter-State Road
Transit Declarat ion ;

Check to see tha t th e sealings are in ord er;

Not car ry out a check on the goods unless it
suspects irregularities which may give rise to
foul play;

Put its stamp on all Inte r-State Road Transit
Declaration leaflets and t ransit no tices that are
presented.

b are con structed in such a manner that no
goods can be rem oved or added without
damage leaving visible t races or without
the seal being broken;

-

5 Keep back one of th e tr ansit no tices presented
to it by th e tra nsporter and gives back to the
latter all th e Inter-State Road Transit Docum
ents as well as the rema ining trans it notices.

c. co nta in no concealed space that may
allow goods to be hidd en ;

d. th e spaces reserved for loading are easily
accessib le for custo ms inspection.

6 Shall affi x it s seal on its part of the decla ration
of discharge and ret um the' Iog-book to the
t ransporter. The annotated discharqe leaflet
shall be add ressed to th e co rresponding off ice o f
undertaking for checking.

3. The office QIf departure may do without sealing
when, in view of othe r possible measures taken
for ide ntificat ion. the description of good s in
the Inter-State Road Transit Declarati on allows
ide nt if icat ion.

ARTICLE 16

1. The transportation of good s shall be carried out
un der th e cover of the Inter -State Road Transit
Booklet .
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ARTI CLE 19

When in acco rdance with the provisions of paragraph
2 of Art icle 6, transpo rtat ion takes place un avoidably
th rough a t ransit off ice other than the one ment ion ed
to the Inter-State Transit Declaration and the transit
noti ces, th e transit office used sha ll find out from the
transporter the reason for changing his it inerary , state
th e reasons given briefly on the document presented
to him , apply th e provisions of articlelS and imme
diat ely send th e transit noti ce to the tra nsit office
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wh ich ough t no rmally to have been used and which
appears on the document in question.

ARTICLE 20

Goods listed on Inter-State Transit Declaration
may, wi th~ut any need for the renewals of the
declaration, be transferred to another means of
transport under the supervision of the Customs
authorities of the Member State on the terri tory
where the transfer is carried out . In th is case, the
Custom s autho rities shall mark as appropriate the
inter-State Transit Declaration leaflets and the transit
notice .

ARTIC LE 21

In case the sealing is damaged in the co urse of trans
port ation for reasons beyond the control of the
transpo rter, the latt er shall, wit hout any delay, ask
for a sta te ment to th at effect in the Member Sta te
where the means of transportat ion happens to be at
that time, fro m the Customs author ities if it is in the
vicinity, or. where that is not possibl e, from any
other competent autho rity . The authority con 
tacted shall th en ap ply new sealings if possible.
Rep ort of the damage of sealing and th e state ment
made to that effect and of the app licatio n of new
sealing. as th e case may be, sha ll then be made on the
inter-State Road Transit Declarat ion leaflets an d the
transit not ice in the possession of the tra nsporter,

ARTI CLE 26

a. The Inter-Stat e Road Transit Operation may be
terminated, in except io nal cases, at an office
other th an th e on e specified in the Inter-State
Road Transit Declaration . Th e Offic e in qu es
tion then becomes the Office of destination and
th e reason for th e change shall be indicated o n
leafle ts Nos. 2, 3 and 4 of t he declarati on.

b. Th e prin cipal ob ligee and guarantor sha ll be
free from their obligat ion vis-a-vis Customs
autho rities, when transit operation is completed
with a discharge in the Customs Office of
departure.

CHAPT ER IV

SECURITY

ARTI CLE 27

1. In order to facilitate the coll ec tion of duti es
and other levies whi ch a Member State shall
charg e fo r goo ds which pass through its
terr itory during Inter-State Road Tra nsit , th e
principal obligee shall provide acceptable
security.

2. The sum of the secu rity shall cov er at least th e
sum of dut ies and taxes payable on such goods
and possible penalt ies that may be incurred.

ARTICLE 22

In case of an accident necessitating the transfe r of
goods to another means of transpo rt . the provisions
of art icle 20 shall app ly . If th ere is no Custo ms
authorities in the vicinity , any other co mpetent
authority may intervene in accordance with the pro
vision s of article 2 1.

ARTICLE 23

In case of imminent danger neces sitat ing immediate
off -load ing, partial or total, the transporter may use
his discretio n but shall repo rt the steps taken on all
th e Inter-State Road Transit Declarat ion leaflets
and the transit no tice in his po ssession. The prov
isio ns of art icle 21 shall apply in th is case.

A RTICLE 24

When as a result of an accident or other incidents
which oc cu rred during transportat io n. the transpo r
ter is not in a posit io n to respect the time limit envi
saged in art icle 14, the co mpetent authority shall
indicat e this o n the Inter-State Road Transit Declara
t ion leaflets and the transit notices in the possessio n
of the transporter.

ARTICLE 25

The of fice of dest ination shall indicate on the Inter
State Road Transit Declarat io n leaf lets wha te ver
verif icat io n was carr ied out . Leaf le t No.3 shall lie
sent back to the off ice of depa rture in accordance
with th e procedure st ipulated In art icle 6.

3.

4.

1.

2

3

4

The secu rity may be comprehensive and made
to cover several inter-State Road Transit Oper
at ions or be limited to a single Inter-State
Tran sit Operat ion .

The com preh ensive secu rity sha ll cover severa l
Inter-State Transit Operat ions carried ou t
with in a period not exceeding one year .

ARTICLE 28

The security mentioned in Article 27 above
shall be a guarantee provided by a repu table
f inaneia l inst ituti on affiliated to th e West
African Clearing House or any Inst itutio n of
th e Member State or legal ent ity approved by
th e Membe r State.

This guarantee shall cove r transit operatio ns
from th e bureau of departu re to the bu reau of
dest ination .

The guarante e mechanism shall conform wit h
the legislat ive, regulatory and administrative
provisions of each member State during the
t ransit ional period of three (3) years.

The sample of th e document and t he certificate
of guarantee are provided fo r in Ann ex " C"
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CHAPTER V

REPORTING OF OFFENCES

ARTICLE 29

1. When an infrWlgement is established in the 2.
course of and at th e tim e of an Inter-State
Road Transit Operation in a Member State, the
dut ies, taxes and fines that may be incurred
shall be collected by the Member State in eon
formity with the laws and regulations in force
in each Member State.

have the same legal effects accorded declarat -,
ions regularly issued and measures taken by
Customs authorit ies of each Member State.

The discoveries made by competent authori
t ies of a Member State during checks carried
out WIthin th e fremework of the Inter-State
Road Trensit System shall be equally binding
as discoveries made by co mpetent authorities
of each Member.

ARTICLE 31
2 If the place of the infringement cannot be

determined, then it shall be deemed to have
been committed:

a. in the Member State where the infringe·
ment was noticed, when in the course of
Inter·State Road Transit Operation , the
infringement is noticed at th e office of
an entry point in a Member State which
is an internal border;

b. in the Member State to which the office
is attached, when in the course of an
Inter-State Road Transit Operation the
infringement was noticed in th e passage
office of a Member State located at a
border ;

c. in the Member State to which the Office
of this entry point is attached, when in
the cou rse of an Inter-State Road Transit
Operat ion, the infringement is not iced
at the office of the entry point of a
Member State as defined io Article 1;

d. in the Member State to which the Office
is attached when in th e course of an
Inter-State Road Transit Operat ion the
infringem ent is noticed at the exist office
as defined in Article 1;

e. in the Member State where th e discovery
was made, when in the course of an lnter
State Road Transit Operation the infrin
gement wasdiscovered on the territory of
a Member Slata at a place other than a
passage office;

f. in th a last Memt>. Stata of entrance,by
transportation means and goods,when the
cargo was not delivered at the office of
destinat ion;

g. in the State where th e discovery was
made when the infringement was noticed
after the Inter-State Road Transit Opera
t ion was carried out.

As a matter of necessity, the Custom s Administra
tions of the Member States shall communicate to one
another, the reports of incidents , documents, certi
fied accounts and information on transportation
carried out under the Inter-State Road Transit
System as well as on the infringements discovered.

CHAPTER VI

STATISTICAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 32

THE Office of departu re shell transmit without
delay, aft er verifying the Inter-State Road Transit
Declaration, to th e service which in the Member
State of departure is the competent authority for
external trade statistics, leaflet No. 3 of th e said
declaration.

ARTICLE 33

The Custom s Office of Dest ination shall transmit
without delay, afte r indicating the information
specified in Article 25 to the service which in the
Member State of Destination is the competen t
authority for external trade stat ist ics, leaflet No.
4 of the Inte r-State Road Transit Declaration .

ARTICLE 34

The passage offices of exist referred to in Article 1
shall forwa rd fo r necessary action, to the service
which in the Member State on which they depend
is the competent authority for external trade sat is
tics, copies of th e passage notices submitted to them.

CHAPTER VII

FINAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 35

Any dispute between Member States as regards th e
interpretation or application of the present Conven
tion shall be settled amicably by direct agreemen t .

Failing thjs, t he dispute shall be sent by one of the
part ies to the Commu nity's Tribunal whose decision
shall be final.

ARTICLE 30

1. The Inter-State Road Transit Declaration wly
delivered and the measures of ident ification by
the Customs authorities of a Member State shall

28

ARTICLE 38

The anne_ and appe ndix attached to the presant
Convention shall constitu te an integral part of this
Convention.
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1.

IN WITNESS of which . we. Heads of State and
Governmen t of th e Member States of the Econo mic
Community of West African States (ECOWASI have
given our signatu re to the present Con vention.

2 . This Convention and instrume nts of ratification
shall be dep osited with th e Execut ive Sec re
tariat of ECOWAS which shall transmit
cer tifi ed true copies of this Convention to all
Member States and not ify them of the dates
o f dep osits of the instrum ent s of rat if ica tion
and shall register this Convention with the
Organisation of African Un ity , the Uni ted
Nat ions and such Organisation as the Coun cil
shall determ ine.

3 . Each Member State shall inform the Execu tive
Secret ariat o f the arrangement for the enfor
ce me nt of th e present Con vention. The
Execu tive Sec retariat shall commun icate this
inform ation to th e o ther Member Stat es o f such
arrange me nts .

Any Member State, desirou s of withdrawing
fro m the presen t Convent ion shall give one
year notice to the Executive Secretary who
shall inform all Member States. If . on expira
tion of th is ti me-limit noti ficat ion has not been
wi thdrawn. the Member State concerned shall
cease to be party to the present Convent ion.

2 . In the course of the one year period indicated
in sub-paragraph 1 above. this Member State
s~a" continue to comply with the provisions
of the present Convent ion and remain bound
to fulfil their obligations arising from the
provisions of this Convention.

AR TICLE 38

Movement of goods under the Inter-State Road
Transit Regime shall be subjected to the different
nat ion al regulat ions o f the Member States provided
that they are not contrary to the provisions of the
present Con ventio n.

ARTICLE 39

Each Member State shall, in agree ment with their
immediate neighbouring Member State establish
a list of the itineraries 'and Custo ms Offices along the
itineraries o pen to Inter State Road Transport o f
goods.

1. The present Con vention shall enter into fo rce
provisio nally upon signature by Heads o f State
and Governm ent o f Member States and defini 
tively upon ratif icat ion by at least seve n signa
tory States in accordance with the Co nstitu 
tional procedu re applica ble for each signatory
State.

IN FA ITH WHEREOF WE THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY
OF WEST AFRICAN STATES HAVE SIGNED THIS CONVENTION.

DONE AT COTONOL! THIS 29TH DAY OF MAY 1982 IN SINGLE ORIGI NAL IN THE ENGLISH
A ND FRENCH LANGUAGES H T EXTS BEI NG EQUALLY AUTHENTI C

':;// . .

· . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
H.E. CO_O NEL MATHI EU KEREKOU

Presid ., of th e Peop le's Republi c of BENIN

-_.- - - -.--:;::
...---0 - -- Li- - _::=»· ' .

HON. BRIGA DE COMMAND ER PEDRO PIRES
Prime Minister, for and on behalf of the

President of th e Republic.of CAPE VER DE

~
J-./

1 '" l~<] ,,, ......
~ ..,., '

· . . . . . . . . . .
H. E. FELIX HOUPHOUET BOIGNY

President of th e Republic of
IVORY COAST

. 1J~J.t(/{~:·:·,::, ~~S .
HON. DR. MOMODOU S. K. MANNEH

Ministe r of Economic Planning and Industrial
Developm ent. fo r and on behalf of the President

of THE GAMBIA

.. ..... .....~~r .
H. E. FLIGHT LIEUTENANT JERRY JOHN

RAWLI NGS
Chairman, Provision al Nat ional Defence

Council (P. N. D. C.l Republic of GHANA

0°~ K~/ .
H. E. AHMED SEKOU TOURE

President of th e People's Revolutionary
Republic of GUINEA
"
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HON. V ICTOR SAUDE MARIA
Vice Chairman of the Revolutionary Council

for an d on behalf of th e
President of th e Repu blic of

GUINE A BISSAU

. .... . . . . . . . .. .. .... . .... .. ...... .. .
H. E. COLONElSEYNI KOUNTCHE

President of the SUpreme
Military Council , Head of State of the

Republic of NIGER

'5 '
....

H. E. COLONE L SAYE Z ERBO __
President of the Military Committee for Redre ss for

Nati onal Progress, Head of State of th e
Republic of UPPER VOL TA

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . , .
H. E. ALHAJ I SHEHU SHAG A

President of th e Fed eral Republ ic of

NIG~.

f i

. .
•. . . . . . . ~.r...'~ . (~ .

H. E A UEl KAN YON DOE
Commander-in -Chief, Chairman of th e People's

Redem ption Council and Head of State of
the Republic of LIBERIA

~
,-.

"'--"'. . • . . . • . . . . . . . ~. ' 'f"': • . . . . . . .
H. E. ABDOU D.J>-<iF

President of th e Republic of SENEG AL

f.--.I.t-'-f-/~·.
" . . .~./

. . . . . . . . . HClN.'D'R I~SA 'I~EIi-A' .

Minister of Finance and Comm erce,
fo r and on behalf of th e President of the

Repu blic of MA LI

r>, ~
" "~i" " """ " " ""' "

H. E. DR. SIA KA STEVENS
President of the Republ ic of

SIERRA LEONE

c;:;;;;7?~.~.'.....--~~~ .~~'~
H. E. GENeRAL GNASSINGBE EYADEMA

Preside nt of the Rep ublic of TOGO.

H.E. LT. CO LON EL MOHAM E'i- HOUNA OUlD
HAIDAL LA

President of th e Milit ary Comm ittee of Nati onal
Salvat ion , Head of State of th e Islamic

Republic of MAURITAN IA

.. .. .. . :--. '-'--'-'~~~
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ANN EX "A"

LIST OF GOODS EXCLUDED FRO M TH E
I.S.T.R -ECOWAS REGIME, IN
AC CORDAN CE W ITH TH E PRO VISIONS OF
AR TICLE 3 OF THE CO NVENTION

(a) Customs seals may oe affixed easuv and
effect ive ly.

For purposes of implementing Article 4(a) of
th e Convent ion, Member States have agreed as
follows:

(b) No mer chandi se may be extracted or
int rodu ced without leaving traces behind
or breaking th e seal.

Dru gs and narcot ics.

Riffles, muskets and carbines
Other
Firearms (oth er than those
listed in 9302 and 9303) includ
ing very light pistols and
rev olvers for f iring bla nk
ammu nition only, line th row ing
guns and the lik e:
Hunting rifl es
Oth er sport ing and shooting
guns, rifl es and carbines.
Other
A rm s of other descriptions,
includ ing air, spring and simila r
pistols, rifles and guns:
Oth er
Parts and spare' part s or arm s,
inclu din g gun barre l blanks,
including part s of side-a rms:
Arms of war
Ot her
Ammunition a n d pa rts
th ereof, includi ng cartridge
w ads; lead shots prepared for
ammunition:
Sporting, hunt ing or target
shoot ing am m u n itio n and
parts th ereof, inclUding bullets
and shots;
Munitions of w ar
Other.

ROAD VEHICLES

930490
9305

930590
9306

930 710

930410
9304 20

930720
930790

930330
930390

9304

930610
9306 90

9703

Vehicles allowed un der th e scheme of
international road tr ansportation of merchandise
und er customs sea l sha ll be const ructed and
fitted out in such a w ay th at:

1.

ANNEX " B"

TEC HNICAL SPECIFICATIONS A PPLICA BLE
TO ROAD VE HICLES INVOLVED IN ECOWAS
INTER-STATE TRANSPORTATION OF
MERCHANDISE UNDER TRANSIT STATUS

DESCRIPTIO N OF PRO DUCTS
A N D GOODS

Prepared Exp los ives
Dynami te and other blasti ng
c o mpo u nds fo r minin g
purposes.
Expl osives based on amonium
nitrate, ch lorates or
perclorates.
Explosives based on other
orga nic nitrated deriv atives
In it iatory explosives based on
mercury fulmi nate lead azide,
and th e lik es of it .
Oth er.
Safety fuses, detonating fu ses,
percu ssion and detonat ing
caps; igniters; detonators :
Safety fu ses and detonating
fuses
Percussion and deton ating caps
for use in sporting fir earm s. '
Electrical primary detonators
for mining use (comprising a
small capsule of pr insing a
small capsule of prinsing
charge for use in a detenator)
Detonators
Other

Pyro tech n ic articl es (for
example, fireworks; railway
fog signals, amorces, rain
rockets and th e like);
Other, for ente rta inment or
luminous signall ing purposes.
A morce str ips for lighters and
for igniting ininers' lamp and
like.
M atch es
Side-arms (for example sw ords,
cut lasses and bayonets) and
parts th er e of and scabbards
shea ths th erefore.
Revolvers and pistols, being
fir earms
Artillery w eapons (oth er than
those listed under 9301 and
9302)
Artilery weapons and infantory
support w eapons
Machine guns and s.ub
mach ine guns

360430

360420

360520

9303

360540

360240

360230

360290
3604

3602
360210

360220

360450

360490
3605

360410

360590
930100

930200

930310

930320

CUS TO MS
CO DE
NU M BER

3t
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(c) There are no hidden compartment s
w here goods might be con cealed.

Vehicles shall be assembled or modified in
such a manner that any compartm ents,
chambers or oth er areas w hich can be loaded
with merchandise are easily accessible for
customs inspection.

(a) Ste el cables

(b) Sisal or hempropte s

(c) Iron bars .

Provision shall be made on th e extremi ty of
clos ing applia nce fo r affixing customs seals.

5 . The axle loads and dimensions of vehicles
admissible for Inter-State Transit of Goods shall
not exceed the maximum loads and dimensions
stipulated in the Inter-State Road Transport
Convent ion .

2 . SYSTEM OF LOCKING

(a) Doors and all ot her locking devices on
vehicles shall be ma de in such a way that
sealing by th e Customs may be done
easily and effectively. 6 . CONTAINERS

(bl The doors sha ll be con structed in such a
way as to cover all interstice and to
assure that closing is comp lete and
effecti ve.

(c) Ad equ ate protect ion shall be provided for
Customs seals or the vehi cle sha ll be
constructed in such a way that Customs
seals may have suffici ent protecti on.

(a) W ithin the provisions of th e Inter-StateRoad
Transport ati on of merchandise under Custom s
seal, on ly containers bear ing the following
permanent identif ication m arks sh all be
permitted to operate under thi s Convention: the
name and address of its ow ner, as well as an
ident if icat ion of th e w eight. the mark and
number. Suc h container sha ll be constructed and
fitted ou t in th e follow ing manner:

3 . SPECIFIC TYPES OF VEHICLES: to allow for easy and eff ect ive sealing

The above mentioned provis ions concern
sothermique vehicles. cooling and refr igerate o

vehicles. at as well as tankers. Powder horns
(locking covers). valves and safety valves . and
manholes of tankers . shall be built in a way that
seal ing may be undertaken simp ly and
effe ct ively.

4 . TARPAU LIN COVERED VEHICLES
VAN S

Tarpaulin covered vehicles shall be treated
und er the provisions of Arti cles 2. Such vehicles
shall in addi tion comply w it h the foll ow ing
speci ficat ions:

The tarpaul in shall be made either from tough
canvas non stretchable or from mater ial covered
with non stretchable and suff ici en tl y resitant
plastic or rubber material. It must be in good
condition and made in such a way that onc e the
lock is in place. the cargo cannot be tamp ered
with w ithout visible traces being left behind .
Connect ing rings shall be fi xed in such a wa y that
they cannot be detached from the exterior. The
eye letholes of the tarpau li n shall be reinforced
with meta l or wi th leather. The tarpau lin sha ll be
attached to the wall of the veh icle in suc h a way
as to prevent any possible access to the cargo. It
w ill be supported by ri ngs bows.

The following items may be used for closing

purposes:

32

no merch and ise can be extracted or
int roduced w ith out leaving traces or
breaking the seal.

having no closets w here goods could be
hidden;

(b) The conta iner shall be made in such a w ay
t hat any spa ce su ch as co mpa rt men ts.
receptacl es or any other closet capab le of
contai ni ng me rc ha nd is e sha ll be ea si ly
accessibl e to customs officials.

(c) W here open spaces exist between the
different panels w hich constitute the wall , the
floor and the roof of the conta iner, the in teri or
panel shall be fi xed. fu ll and continuous. It sha ll
be made in such a wa y that it cannot be
disma ntled without visible traces ' being , left
behi nd.

(d) All contai ners shall have a placard on the
exterior for aff ixing the agreeme nt cert if icate.
This certificate shall be enclosed in tra nsparent
sheet made of p lasti c mater ial and hermat ically
sealed together. The placard shall be made in
such a way that it shall be impossible to extract
the certificate w ithout breaking th e seal. The
sealing sha ll similarly be adequate ly protected.
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7 . STRUCTURE OF CONTAINERS 11 . WEIGHT AND SIZE OF CONTI\INERS

(a) The w alls, f loors and roof of con tainers sha ll
be made of plates. planks or panell ing which are
sufficient ly resistant. of appro priate th ickness
and soldered . clinched, bolted or assembled in
such a w ay th at there sha ll be no interst ice which
could all ow acces s to the content. The se
panell ing units sha ll fi t into each other perfect ly
and shall be f ixed in such a w ay as to make it
impossible to disp lace or remove any of th em
w ithout leaving visibl e tr aces as damaging the
custo ms sea ls.

The we ight and sizes of conta in ers authorised
for Inter-States Transit may not exceed the
weight and the maximum sizes stipulated fo r
vehicles described in the Inter-State Road
Transport Convention .

12. PROCEDURE RELATING TO THE
APPROVAL OF ROAD VEHICLES
AND CONTAINERS

The procedure of approval shall be as foll ows:

(b) Openings intended for ventilat ion or
evacuat ion may be allo wed provi ded they do not
give di rect access to th e interior of the container.

8. LOCKING DEVICE

(a) Approval of road vehicles and containers
sha ll be rr." cle by th e appropriate admin istra ti on
of the Country of residence of the proprietor or
transporter.

(a) Doors sha ll be constructed in such a way as
tv cover all interstice and to ens ure that closi ng is
comple te and effect ive.

(b) Doors and all other clos ing applianc es shall
be made in such a V/3 Y that sea ling appuances
shall be made in such a w ay tha t seal ing by
cus toms authorit ies may be done easily and
effec tive ly.

(d) Ad equate protect ion shall be provided fo r
customs seals and th e conta ine r shall be
constr ucted in suc h a way th at customs seals are
give n sufficient pr otect ion.

9 . (a) The conditi ons la id down above shall
also apply to insul ated vans. refrigerated vans ,
and trailer conta iners to the extent that they are
com patible with th e technical cha racteristi cs
th at th e purpose for th ese conta ine rs impose.

(b) Compa rtments containing compresso rs,
fuel and ot her Sources of energy necessary fo r
cooling shall be exempted from sealing
formalities.

10. COLLAPSIBLE A ND DETACHABLE

CONTAINERS

Collapsibl e and detachable co ntain ers sha ll be

subject to the same requirements as non 

collaps ible and non detachable contain ers

provided th eir folding and dism antling systems

permit seal ing by the Customs Authoriti es andon

condit ion that no section ofthese containers may

be removed without seals being bro ken in the

process .

(b) The agreeme nt shall indicate the date and
the seri al number of the dec ision for approval.

(c) The agreement shall give rise to th e issue of
an agreement cert if icate, simi lar in content w ith
the attached mod els. Th ese cert if icates sha ll be
printed in the off icial languages of the
Community and shall ba enclosed in transpa rent
shee ts made of pia stir. mater ial and hermetically
sealed.

I

(d) The ce rtifica tes shall be conspic iously
displayed ei the r in the cabi n of th e vehicl e or on
one of th e sides of th e conta iners in accordance
w ith th e provisions of items 6 paragraph (d)
above.

(e) Road vehi cle s and containers shall be sent
annually to th e appropria te auth ori ties fo r
purposes of inspection and ren ewal of th e
agree me nt.

(f) The agree me nt sha ll becom e invalidated if
t he essentia l characteristics of the road vehicl e
or contai ner be mod ified or ifthere be a change of
ow nership .

13. LS .R .T . - ECOWAS LICENCE PLATES:

Road vehicles and conta in ers used by th e
tr ansit t ransporta ti on must carry ISRT-ECOWAS
Licence Plates fronts and backs and only when
they are carrying t ra ns it goods. These Licence
Plates shall be ci rcula r and 25 cm in diam eter
The abbreviat ions ECOWAS-ISRTI CEDEA O·
TRIE shall be inscr ibed in capital rom an letters.
These letters will be a little under 10 cm high and
th e stroke 2 cm th ick. Thes e licence pla tes shall
be reflect ive blue in colour and all letters shall be
refl ective w h ite and patterned after the following
mod el.

33
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APPEN DIX 1

A G R EEM ENT CERTIFICATE FOR A N
ECOWAS ROAD TRANSIT VEHICLE

1. Cert if icate number: .valid tilL .
Cert ify ing that the following vehicle satisfies
the required condit ions to be admitted for
Inter-S tate Tran sport of goods under
Customs sealing.

o
o

CED EAO

" T R I E"-" I S RT"

ECOW A S

Echell e 1/5

Scale 1/ 5
N .B. 5cm 25cm

APPENDIX 2

CERTIFICATE OF AGR EEMENT FOR AN
ECOWAS ROAD TRANSIT CONTAINER

1. Certificate Number Val id till..

2. Cert ify ing that the fo llowing conta iner
satisf ies th e required condit ions to be
admitted for Inter-State Transport of Goods
und er Cust oms sealin g.

3. Nature of the contai ner .

4. Name and Address of the Owner ..

.........................- __ --.--_ -..---_ .

......- -_ _ -_ - .
5. Make and Ident ificat ion Number. ..

6. Weight .

7. External dimensions in centimeters .

8. Done at .. On ..

9. Signature and seal of the issuing office

~ _ -_.- ~

NOTE:

This certificate shall be framed and well
displayed in th e cabin -of the vehicle. It shall be
returned to the issuing office when the container
is withdrawn from circulation or when there is a
change of ownership or when the container has
undergon e some importa nt transforma tion .

I

2. Name of the owner (ow ner or transporter)

._- --.-..- _-- ----- -.-..-_ _-
3. Make of vehicle: .

4. Model: __ .

5. Engine Number: .

Chassis number: ..

6. Registration Number:__ .

7. Other characteri sti cs: .

8. Done at : On: .

9. Signature and seal of th e issu ing off ice:

..........---_ __ - .
N OTE :

(1) This Cert ificate shall be framed and well
displayed in the cabin of th e vehicle. It
shall be retu rned to th e issuing office
w hen the veh icle is w ithdrawn from
circulation or when th ere is a change of
ow nership or when th e vehicle has
undergone som e important transforma
tion.

(2) The present Certificate is valid for one
yea r and shall be renew able.
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ANNEX "C"

MODALITIES OF IMPLEMENTING ARTICLE
28 OF THE ISR T CONVENTION

ECOWAS ISRT DECLARATION FORMULA

ARTICLE 1

The t itl es cover ing the transport ation of goods
between two or three States of th e Community
shall be in the form of a booklet format 38.5cm x
21.5cm whose model appears as appendix to th e

Convent ion.

Each leaflet of the ISRT booklet shall compr ise
the text of the submission meant to be subscribed
to by the underwriter in each of th e Member
States passed th rough for the realisation of the
tra nsit operat ion .
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A RTICLE 4

ARTICLE 2

M emb erStates shall make effort to abide by th e
provisions of th e said Annex.

The responsibi lity of print ing th ese booklets
shall be left to each Member State. Each booklet
shall have a serial number w hich wi ll single itout
fro m the oth ers.

The und ersigned is responsible for the
payme nt of amo unts fa lli ng due after Inter
State Road Transit operat ions, covered by the
present undertaking, and having begun
befo re the effective date of the annu lment,
even if the paym ent is requ ested later.

2. The unders igned is bound, althefirstwritten
req uest of the competent authorities of t he
States cited in paragraph 1 to make paym ent
of the amount dema nded, with no power to
defer such pay me nt.
This amo unt can only be reduced to take in to
account payments already mad e und er the
prese nt unde rt akin g only w hen t he
undersigned is apprehended for an Inter
State Road Tran sit operation st arting before
the th irti et h day aft er receipt by him of the
previous ord ers .

3. Thi s guarantee is va lid with effect from the
date it is accepted at the office of departu re .
The surety bond can be annu lled at any
moment by th e undersigned as w ell as by th e
State on w hose terr itory the guarant eei ng
office is located. The annulment takes eff ect
from the sixteenth day afte r notice has been
served on th e oth er party.

on lv). .its (chairman/

Managing Director; Director, etc ); du ly

empowered by (articles of incorp ora tion,

resolution.etc hereby decl ares th at

he (she, it )w ill sta nd as surety at th e customs.

off ice at.. (complete address) up to the

amount of................ . payable to ..

in respect of everything for wh ich (surna me,
f irst name or business nam e, and comp let e
addre ss of t h e pr i nc ip a I g u ara n to r,..
is or wcu ld become indebted, to all the states
mentioned above, be such debts or princ ipal
and addit iona l, or charges and other accord
costs, in form of duties, taxes and pena lt ies
incurred by h im as a result of any
infr ingements com mitte d during or in the
course of the inter -st ate road transit
operat ions he is effecting.

204 .
132 .
3B4 .
270 .
2BB .
324 .
624., .

854 , .
430 .
466 .
47B_ .
562 .
5 6 6 .
686 .
694 .
76B .

"
"

"

"

"

No.

Nos

Benin
Cabo Verde
Ivory Coast
Gambia
Ghan a
Guinea
Gu inea Bissau

Upper Volta
Liber ia
Mali
Mauritan ia
Niger
Nige ria
Senegal
Sierr a Leone
Togo

The ser ial numbers shall be inscribed in
figu res, sta rt ing w ith 3 invar iab le nu mbers
refl ect ing the stat ist ical code number of th e
Member State of issuance. These numbers shall
be as foll ow s:

ARTICLE 3
In the event a thi rd count ry submits a request

for as soc iation w it h the IS RT- ECOW A S
Convention a specific statistica l code number

sha ll be att ributed to it , in order to enable this
count ry to respect the above-me nt ioned
st ipu lat ions.

ISRT CO NVENTIO N
GUARANTEE (BON D OR SURETY)

TOTAL GUARANT E E FOR SEVER AL
TRANSIT OPE RATIO NS

Republic of .

I. RECOGNIZA N CE OF GU A RA NTEE

1. Th e Unde rs igned , (surname and f irst

nam e or busi ness nam e) .

resident at . ..

(com pl ete addre ss) repres e.!'t ed

by M (in case of companies

4. For t he purposes of this guarantee, the

und ers ign ed is res iden t at .

.......................................................(co mp le te address)
as w ell as in each of th e States cited in par agraph

1, at ..
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St at e Surnam e and First Name
Business
Nam e and comple te Address

ISRT CONVENTION

GU A RA NTEE (BOND OR SURETY)

GU A RA N T EE FOR SINGLE TRANSIT
OPER ATION

I. RECOGNIZANCE OF GUARANTEE

Republi c of .

1. Th e undersig ned .

............... (surname and f irst nam e of bu siness)

reside at. ..

2. The undersigned is bound. at the f irst w ri tten
request of the competent authoriti es of t he
States c ited in par agr aph 1 to ma ke payment
of the amount demanded. wi t h no power to
defer such payment .

.......... re presen ted(comple te address)

by M

onlyl..... .. it s...... . .. (Chairm an

Ma nagi ng Direct or. Director .et c J du ly

empow ere d by....... .. ..

(art icles of in cor por ati on ,resolut ion. etc .

.. he re by decl ares that

he (she. it) w il l stand as jo int su re ty at th e

off ice c f exch anue for out- go ing goods of

........... . ,. . .. (com plete address)

up to the amount 01. payable to ..
in r esp ect of eve ryt h ing for wh ich (surname.
f irst nam e or bu siness name. an d comple te
address of the principal Guaranto r.. .

............................. . _is or
w ould become indebted. to all the st at es
m enticned above. be such debts or pr inc ipal
addit ional. or ch arg es and other accord costs.
in form of duties. taxes and pen alt ies
incurred by h im as a result of any
infri ngemen ts com mitted during, or in t he

course of the inter-sta te road tran s it
ope ra t io ns he is effecti ng fro m t he office of

depa rture ..

to the office of destina tion .
in respect of th e goods li st ed be low :

Don e in ON ..

Th e under sign ed un Jert akes to maintain the
addre sses of the resi dences and shou lJ he have
cause [0 change one or sever a l of l~leru. w
inform, a pr ior i. the office of guar aJll€€ of any
such cha nges.

1.
2.
3 .
4 .

S ignature

The undersigned recoqruses th e compete nce of
the j u r isd ict ion of th e different places wher e he
has residence.

The unde rsig ned ack n ow le oges t h a t all
corr espondences, not ify ing documents and in a
more genera l man ner a ll formali t ies and
procedures conce rn ing th is gua rantee addressed
to or establisbed in writi ng 10 one of his
addresses wi ll va lid ly be considered as reach ing
him.

(ha ndw r itten and pre ceded by th e Statement
Good as surety for the amount 01... .
state amount in wordsj, ..

II. ACEPTANCE AT THE OFFICE OF
DEPARTURE

Don e at on .

Office of Departure ..

Recogn izance of Gu ar antee on .

to cover the In ter State Road Tra nsi t as featu re in

Stat ement register ed on .

.................................... .....number ..

Office: .

3 . Th is guar antee is valid as from the date it is
accepted at the office of depa rt ure.

Offi cer's name: .

S ta mp .

O ff icer 's S ignat ure ..

4 . For the purposes of th is guar antee. the
under si gned . is resid ent at. ..

. (comp le te
address) as w ell as in each of the Stat es cited
in paragr aph 1, at... ..
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Offi cer's Signature. .

The undersigned recognises th e competence
01 the ju risd iction 01 the different places
w here he has residence.

1.
2 .
3.
4 .

The un dersigned acknow ledges that all
corre spondence. notilying docum ent s. and
in a more general manner. all l orma lit ies and
procedu res concern ing this guarantee
addressed to or established in w ri t ing to one
01h is addre sses w ill validly be consider ed as
reaching h im .

State Surname and First Name
Business
Name and Comp lete Address

ISRT CONVENTION

CERTIFICATE OF GUARANTEE

The Republic 01 .

Office (com plete address and

member State)....... . .

her eby certifies that.......... .............................................•
(surname . f irst nam e. or business name and
complete address 01 the pri nc ipa l Guarantor

.................. ......... fo r whom .
(name and f irst name or business nam e and)

is declaring nim sell (itsell) as Joint Surety up to
maximum amount 01 .

(in ligures and w ord s)
The undersig ned undertakes to maint ain th e
addresses 01 the residen ces and. should he obtai ned this day 01... (date). th is

have course to ch ange one or severa lol them. cert ifica te enabling him to effect the Inter Sta te
to inform. a prior i. the olfice 01guarant ee of Road Transit through the States in quest ion.
any su ch changes.

Done in on .

Signatu re

(hal'dw r itt en and preceded by the Statement

Good as su rety for the amo unt of .

.................state amou nt in words) .

II. A CCEPTANCE OF THE OFFICE OF
D EPARTURE

Office of Departu re .

Recognizance of Guarantee on .

to cover the inter St ate Road Transit as feat ure in
th e Sta tement registered on .

....................................numbe r .

Done at on .

Office.... Officer 's Name .

Stamp .

Done in on .

Off ice: Officer 's name: .

Stamp: .

Officer's signature•...........................................................
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A1P5/5182 CONVENTIO N FOR MUTUA L AOMINI·
STRATIVE ASSISTANCE IN CUSTOMS MATT ERS

8. 'Customs infringement' means any violation or
attempt to violate customs legislation;

PREAMBLE

THE GOVERNMENTS OF TH E MEMBER STATES
OF T HE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST
AFRICAN STATE S

9. 'Commercial evasion' means any infringe ment
by which, outside the provisions mentioned
unde r (g) above , any merchan dise is concealed
or withheld from th e know ledge of th e external
trade author ities, whethrr or not subject to
import duties and taxes;

CONSIDERI NG the provision s of Article 12
to 26 relat ing to the trade regime;
CONSCIOUS of th e fact that th e irnplernen
tat ion of Community Rules of Origin on Pro
ducts and the Programme of Trade libera
lization in respect of intra-Commun ity trade
may create some illegal trade flows;
CONVINCED of th e necessity rat ionale for the
establis hme nt of a Co nvention relating to
mutual assistance in customs matters for a
bette r control over no rmal trade and more effi 
cien t control against smuggling;

RESOLVE as fo llows:-

10 . 'Smuggling' means any custo ms evasio n in
which merchandise is moved by any means
across a cu stoms post or un-authorised routes;

11. 'Imp ort or export dut ies and taxes' means cus
toms and any other duti es, taxes and royalt ies
o r sundry levied on impo rts or ex ports, with
the exceptio n of royalties and charges where
the amount is limited by the approxi mate cost
of the services rendered;

12. ' Entity ' means both an ind ividual and a legal
entity, unless the context provides oth erwise;

CHAPTER I

A RTICLE 1

DEFINITIONS

13. ' Ratification' means the formal acceptance or
application of the present Con vent ion as provi
ded under Art icle 62 of the Treaty ;

For the purposes of the present convention and its
applicatio n, the term:

1. 'Treaty ' means the foun ding Treaty of the
Economic Community of West African States;

14 . 'Competent authorit ies means any natio nal
cu stoms administration or any other nat ional
authority designated to assist customs adrninis
tration.

5. ' Member Sta tes or Stat es' means a Member
State or t he Member Sta tes of the Economic
Community of West Afr ican Stat es;

6 . ' Customs legislat ion' means the to tality of legis
lat ive and regulat ive measures app lied by cus
toms admini strations as regards the imports,
exports or transit of merchandise, currency
movement across the borders, including the
mon itoring of exchange con trol regulat ions;

7. 'Customs evasion' means any custo ms infrin
geme nt in which a person fraudulent ly evades,
either wholly or in part, the payment of import
or export duties and taxes, infringes the proh l
bit ion o r restrictive measures applied under cus
toms legislat ion or obtains any benefit whatso·
ever by the infringement of such legislation;

CHAPTER II

APPLICATION OF THE PRESENT CONVE NTION

ARTICLE 2

The co mpetent aut ho rities of any State may re
que st the assistance referred to in clause 1 of
the present Article in the co urse of any enquiry
or judicial or admini strative proce edings under
taken by that State. If the competent autho
rities lack jurisdiction in instituting direc t pro
cee dings it may request assistance on ly to the
extent of the competence attribut ed to it w ith
regard th ese proceedings. Similarly, if procee
dings are initi ated in the coun try of the
administration from whom the assistance is
requested , th e latt er may prov ide the requested
assistance to the extent of the competence
attributed to it with regard to these proceedings

In add it ion to th e provis ions of paragraph 1 of
this Art icle this co nvention shall cove r mutual
administrat ive assistance in customs matters
among Membgr States.

1: Th e Member States agree that the ir competent
authorities shall render each other assistance
with a view to the prevention, detec t ion and
pun ishment of customs infringements, in accor
dance with the provisions of the present
convention .

2:

3:

'Council' means the Council of Ministers set up
und er Article 6 of th e Treat y of the Economic
Commu nity of West African States;

'Community' means the Economic Community
of West Africa n Stat es

'Commission' means the Trade, Custom s,
Immigration, Monetary and Payments Commi
ssion set up under Article 9 of the Treaty of the
Economic Com munity of West Afr ican States;

2.

3.

4.
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4: The assistance referred to in Sect ion 1 of th e
present Article does not cover requests to effect
arrests,nor to recover dut ies, taxes, charges.
f ines or any other sum due to a Member State,
in so far as these matters com e under the
Community Customs Code.

1.

. ARTICLE 6

Requests for assista nce on t he basis of th e pre
sent convent ion shall no rmally be submitted in
>'Kit ing, accompanied by th e necessary intor
rnat ion and any documents deem ed relevant.

ARTICLE 3

The provrsrons of the present co nventi on shall also
apply to non-recorded traffic in drugs and narcot ics.

2. All written reques ts shall be submin ed in one
of the official languages of the Community
acceptable to the Member State con cern ed.

1.

a

b

CHAPTER III

ARTICLE 4

GENERAL NATURE OF ASSISTANCE

The particulars, docum ents and other sources
of information communicated or obtained
under the application of the present co nvention
shall:

Be used only for the purposes given in the
present convent ion including judicial or admini
strat ive proceedings, and onl y on conditions that
th e cond itions st ipulated by the compete nt
auth orities are fu lfilled;

Benefit in the receiving cou ntry. from the same
measures protecting confidential information
and professional secrets as are in that country
for particulars, documents and oth er sources of
informatio n obtained within its own territory.

3.

4.

5.

When the competent authorities of a Mem ber
State present s a request fo r assistance to ano
ther Member State, which it wou ld be un able
to reciprocate if that other State we re to
sub mit a similar request, this fact shall be sta ted
when th e request is made. Th e Member State
to whom th e requ est is direct ed sha ll be at
liberty to decide what action should be ta ken
wit h recerd to the said request.

In all cases, each Membe r State shall accept
requests fo r assistance and accompanying docu
ments drafted in French or English, or accom
panied by a translation into one-of th ese langu
ages.

Whenever requests-tor assistance are not submi
tted in writing, primarily on account of their
urgency, the Member State to whom a request
is addressed may demand written confirmation.

ART ICLE 7

2. Part iculars, documents and other sources of
information may only be used for oth er pur
poses, with writte n consent of the custom s
authorit ies or equivalent authority providing
such info rmation , and only on condit ion th at
the conditions st ir ulated by the organisat ion
under sect ion (1 of t he present article, are
fulfilled.

ARTIC LE 5

1. Communication between Membe r States provi
ded for under the present conventi on shall take
place di rect ly between the co mpetent authori
t ies. The com pet ent authorities of Member
States shall indicate the departments or officials
responsible for such communications, and
infor m t he Execu t ive Secreta r iat of the Eco no
mic Community of West Afri can Stat es of t he
names and addresses of t hese departments.
The Executive Secretariat shall communi
cate such information to the Member States.

The costs arrsmq fro m provision of experts and
witnesses by Member St at es as well as other costs
result ing from th e appli cation of the present conven
t ion shall be borne by th e party making t he request.
However the con tent and est imate of such cost sha ll
be mutu ally agreed upon by th e parties concer ned
prior to the rendering of the said assistance.

CHAPT ER IV
ARTI CLE 8

SUNDRY PROVISIONS

The Council, Executive Secretariat and Competent
authorities respon sible for implementation of the
convention shall take appropriate measures to ensure
th at departments responsible for the prevention,
detection and punishment of infr ingements invo lving
custo ms or trade evasio n are in d irect and perso nal
co ntact with each other to fac ilitate the imple
menta t ion of th e general aims of the pre sent conven·
tion.

2. The competent authorities of any Member
States to whom a request for assistance is addre
ssed sha ll take all the necessary -steps to co mply
with th e request , with due regard to the laws
and regulations in force within its own te rrito
ry.

3. The competen t author ities of a Member !;ta te
to whom a requ est is addressed sha ll reply to
such a request with in t he shortest po ssible t ime.

1.

CHAPT ER V

ARTICLE 9

TECHNICAL PROVISIONS
OBLIGATORY ASSISTANCE

The competent authorities of any Member
State shall co mmunicate t o the co mpetent
auth or ities of othe r MemberStates, any signi·
f icant informat ion reaching it in the cou rse of
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2.

3.

a

its normal act ivit ies, which leads it to suspect
that a serious custom s or tr ade infringemen t has
been or about to take place on the te rr itory of
t ha t Member State. Suc h informat ion sha ll con
cern t he movement of entities or of rnerchan
dise or the means of tran sport used.

The co mpe tent authorit ies of a Membe r State
sha ll co mmunicate to th e co mpet ent authorities
of any othe r Member Sta te, any docume nt,
reports, recor ds or proc eedings in support of
information pr ovided in accor dance w ith clause
1 of t h is art icle eit he r in th e form of or iginals
or as cert if ied co pies.

The co mpetent aut ho rit ies of any Mem ber
State shall co mmunicat e to th e comp et en t au
th ority of any other Membe r Stat e directly
co ncerne d , any informatio n like ly to be useful
to it relati ng to customs an d t rade infri nge
men ts and especially to new mea ns or methods
used in t he co mm ission of suc h infringements .

ARTICLE 10

ASS ISTAN CE WITH REGA RD TO DETE R·
MINATION OF IMPORT O R EXPO RT

DUTIES AN D TAXES

Al the request of the co mpe te nt autho rit ies
having reason to susp ect th at a serious cus to ms
o r trad e inf ringement has been co mmitt ed
wit h in its co untry , th e competent aut hor it ies
of t he Member State to who m suc h a requ est is
submitted sha ll commun icate any informati on
a t it s d isposal which is likely to assist in deter
mining th e exact amount of im por t or expo rt
dutie s an d taxes du e:

As regards t he customs value of merchand ise:
commercial invo ices su bmitt ed to t he customs
author ities of t he expor t ing or importin g
countr y , o r copi es of th e said invoices certified
by th e cus toms and as required by the circum s
ta nces ; do cuments showing current export or
import prices; a copy of the decla rat ion of
value made when t he m erchandise was expor
ted or import ed; trad e catalogues, curr ent
prices etc.• whether publish ed in t he country of
expor t or the im po rt ;

importa ti on, in a fre e l one. export duty dra w
bac k etc .)

ARTICLE 11

ASSISTANCE WITH REGARD TO MONITORING

At th e request or t he competent au t hor it ies of a
Membe r State, the co mpe tent autho rit ies of anoth er
Memb er State sha ll submit info rmation on th e
following:

a The authentici ty of th e off icial documents
su bmitted in support of a declaration of mer
cha nd ise to the customs authorit y of the
Member State pr esen tin g the requ est ;

b th e regula rity of export s, fro m t he territo ry of
t he Member State to whom t he req ue st is su b
mitted . of merchandise imported into t he
territory of th e Memb er Sta te requesting the
inf or ma tion.

ARTI CLE 12

ASSISTANCE AS R EGARDS SURVELLANCE

At t he requ est of t he compet ent aut horit ies of any
Memb er State , t he cornper er-> author it ies of any
ot her Member State shall exercise , to the e xte nt of
its co mpete nce and powers, specia l surve ilance fo r a
det ermi ned per iod .

a. On th e movements, part icu larly at t err itorial
entry and exit po int s o f entit ies suspe cted of
engaging profess iona lly or by custom , in sus pi
cio us act ivities on t he terr itory of the Mem ber
State requ esting t he info rmation ;

b . On t he mo vem ent of any merchand ise indicated
by the co mpete nt aut ho rit ies of the Member
State request ing inform ation as be ing the object
of considerab Ie illicit traffic to or from the
te rr ito ry of th at Member Sta te ;

c. On any locat ions w here stores o f merchandise
ha ve been b uilt up, ind icat ing th ier possible
future use fo r illicit impo rt s into the terr ito ry
of t he Memb er Stat e request ing t he inforrna
tion :

d . O n any veh icles , sh ips. aircraft or othe r mea n s
of t ran sport w hich t here is reason to beli eve are
used to comm it customs or t rad e infr ingements
in the ter ritory of the Member State request ing
t he inform at ion ; and sha ll co mmun icate the 're
suits to the co mpetent aut ho riti es of the Men
ber Stat e su bmitting the req uest .

ARTICLE 13

ENQU IR IES AND NOTIF ICATIONS CA RRI ED
OUT ON BEH ALF O F AN OTH ER MEMBER STATE

b

c

40

As regard s t he classificat ion of merch an dise for
tariff pur poses; t he results of any ana lysis
carried out by laborato r ies to determ ine. th e
classificat ion of merchandise whethe r for
import o r ex port pu rposes.

As · regards the origin of merchandise , th e
declarati on of origin as established if necessary
in acco rda nce wit h t he provisions of th e pro
tocol relat ing to t he ECOWAS ru les o f origin ,
wh en such de clarations are requi red , t he
customs sta tus of merch andi se in t he country
of ex port 0. e . fo r consu mption, in cu stoms
transit , in bou nded warehouses on temporar y

1. At the request of the co mpetent autho rities
of any Member State, the competent authori 
t ies of any other Member State sha ll ac t in
accorda nce wit h the laws and regu lations in
for ce in its own country to carry out en
qu iries with a view to obtai ning it ems of
evidence with regard to customs or trade
infringe ments which are the ob ject of investiga
tion on the territory of t he Member State sub-
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ARTIC LE 14

STATEMENTS BY REPRESE NTATIVES OF
COMPETENT AUTHORITIES BEFORE FOREIG N

iRIBUNALS

When a simp le written sta te ment is not suff icient and
the competent au thor ities of a Member State requests
it the compete nt au thorities of th e other Member
Sta te shall as far as possi ble, aut ho rise its agents to
give evidence before the appropriate t ribun al in
session on th e territory of th e Member Stat e requ es
t ing informa tio n, as witnesses or ex perts in any
matter conce rn ing a custo ms or trade infr ingement.
Th e requ est to appea r befor e t he t rib una l shall spe
cify th e case in qu estion and th e capa city in which
the agent or off icial is to give evidence.

ARTICLE 16

PARTICIPATION IN FOREIGN ENQUIRIES

When the two Memb er States concerned deem it
app ropria te to do so . representatives of the
compete nt autho rit ies of one of these Member
States shall par t icipate at the request of the ot her,
in enqu iries carr ied ou t on the terr ito ry of the latte r.

The competent author it ies of th e Member
Sta tes shall assist each ot her in the preparati on
and analysis of trad e stat istics of impo rts,
exports and re-export s passing through
com mon frontiers. To thi s end each ex po rt ing
custo ms office shall communicate to th e rela
led impo rting customs off ice in the neighbou 
ring cou ntry a mon thl y stateme nt listed under
tariff nomenclatu re positions, of qu an tit ies
expor ted to th e neighbour ing cou ntr y .

ARTICL E 17

COOPERATION IN THE COMPILATION AND
ANALYSIS OF CUSTOMS STATISTICS

3. On th e written requ est of th e competent auth
orities of a Member State, the competent
authorit ies of any ot her State shall authorise,
whenever it deems it appropriate to do so,
agents of the compet ent au th orities requ esting
information to be present on th e territory of
t he Member State to who m th e request is su b
mitted , in co nnection with enq uiries into or
esta blishme nt of a customs or tr ade infringe
ment involving th e Member State request ing
informatio n .

1.

mining the request, shall record the sta tements
of individuals suspect ed or wanted in can nee
tion with such inf ringements, as we ll as those of
wit nesses or experts, and shall communicate th e
results of such an enquiry, tog ether with th e
relevant documents or other items of evidence,
to th e compete nt aut ho rit ies or other items
of evide nce, to the com peten t authoriti es of
the Member State su bmitt ing th e request.

On written requ est from th e com petent autho
rities of any Member Sta t e, the compete nt
authorities of any other Member State shall act
in accordance wit h the laws and regulations in
f orce in it s own count ry t o no ti fy any inte res
ted pa rt ies resident on it s t erritory , request ing
for information with regard to any matter rele
vant to the applicat ion of th e present conven
t ion .

2.

ARTICLE 15

PRESE NCE OF REPRESENTATIVES or THE
COMPETEN T AUTHORITIES OF ONE MEMBER

STATE ON THE TERRITORY
OF ANOTHER MEMBER STATE

2. At the requ est of th e compete nt author ities
of a Member State, th e compet ent authorities
of another Member Sta te shall carry ou t enqu i
ries in order to check the correctness of stat is
t ics prepared by the requ estin g authorities
in respect to imports, ex ports and re-exports
of goods through common fro nti ers.

1. On written request f ro m the co mpetent auth o
riti es of a Member Stat e enqui ring about a
specific trade or custo ms infrin gement, t he
com petent aut horities of the ot her Member
State sha ll autho rise, whenever it deems it
appropriate to do so, any agents specia lly desi
gnated by the Member State request ing
information to ga in access to any papers,
records and ot her dowments or eompleme n
t ary sources of re levan t info rm atio n held by
its offices, and to take copies of suc h docu
ments or extract fram th e info rmat ion or
items re levant to th e said infri ngement.

ART ICLE 18

COOPER ATION IN TH E PRE PARATIO N AN D
OPE RATIO N OF CUSTOMS T RAINI NG

. ARRA NGEMENTS

The competent aut hor it ies of the Membe r States sha ll
assist each othe r in the preparation and operation of
customs tr ain ing arrangements. Thi s provision may
apply to :

1. the plann ing and operation o f join t t raining
insti tut ion or facil itie s.

2. In the application of the provis ions of clause
1 abo ve, th e greatest poss ible assista nce and
collaboration sha ll be provided to agents of th e
com peten t authorit ies of the Member Sta te
requ iring info rm at ion, so as to facilita te its
enqui ries.

2. the invitat ion by the competent aut horit ies of
a Member Sta te to th e co mpe te nt author it ies
of another Member State to des ignate oH icials
to parti cipate in trammg cou rses, or in other
professional tra ining acti vit ies, in order to
improve thei r knowledge of fo rma litie s, pro.

4 1
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ced u res and other professiona l sub jects of
mutual interest.

CHAPTER VI

CENTRALISATION OF INFORMATION

ARTICLE 19

Th e co mpete nt authorities of Membe r Sta tes shall
co operate in the esta blish men t and maintenance of
a co mb ined index of information on customs frauds
inv olving persons and vehi cles; to th is end t'"l e Execu
t ive Secre tar iat sha ll be respon sible fo r coord inat ing
and organ ising the measur es necessary to establish
a nd ma intain the index .

ARTICLE 20

1. Th e compe te nt aut ho rit ies of Mem ber States
shall co mmunica te to the Execut ive Secreta riat
o f th e Com munity th e in fo rmati on provided
for in Art icle 26 to th e extent that such infor
mati on is relevant to Inter-State affair s.

2. Th e Executive Secretariat of the Commun ity
shall establish and kee p an up to date cent ral
file of info rma tio n prov ided by Membe r Sta tes,
and sha ll u se t he data in the file to co mpile
summaries and stu dies of recent or a lready
esta blished trends in t rad e or customs evasion.

3. Th e competent authori t ies shall. on request
and on condit ion that th e rem ainin g prov isions
of the presen t convention are sat isf ied , su pply
the Executive Secretariat of th e Community

wi th any ad dit ion al information which rnav be
requ ired by it in orde r to compile the su rnrn
aries and studi es referr ed to in paragraph 2
of the present Art icle .

4 . Th e Execut ive Secretariat of th e Community
shall, o n request, co mmun icate to Mem ber
States any o ther informat ion in its possession
in respect of th e presen t Arti cle.

prosecut ion has ye t resul ted .

ARTICLE 22

The pr incipal items of information to be communi
cared are the foll owing:

A. INDIVIDUAL ENTITIES

a. Name
b: Given names
c. Where approp riat e. maiden
d : Surn am e or assum ed name
e. Occupatio n
f. Present address
g. Date and place of birth
h. Nat ionality

Coun try of residence
j . Country or co untr ies in whic h the ent ity has

resided ove r the previous 12 mo nt hs;
k Natu re and number of means of identif ication.

incl uding dates and countries of issue ;

1. Description:
1 Sex 5 Hair
2 Heigh: 6 Eyes
3 Weight 7 Complexion
4 Build 8 Dist ingu ishing

marks.
m. Srie f descript ion of inf ringement (ind icate,

inter alia. the natu re, qua nti ty or origin of
cr iminally handled merch andi se. th e manu 
factu rer, th e sh ippe r and fowarding agent )
and the circ um stan ces in wh ich it was dis
covered.

n . Nature and ex tent of th e penal t ies incu rred or
th e sentence passed;

o Any other observatio ns. including lang uages
spoken by th e ent ity in quest ion and any pre
viou s co nvict ions, if know n:

p . Member Sta te supply ing the informati on
(including reference number ).

6 . The Executive Secretariat shall ensure that rete
vant links are est ablishe d with ot he r inter natio 
nal organisat ions concerned . especially the
comp ete nt organisat ions of the United Nation s.
UNESCO and INTERPOL with regard to the
co mbati ng of illic it traff ic dru gs and narcot ics.

SECTION I

ENTITIES INVOLVED IN SMUGGLING

ARTIC LE 21

Informat io n con veyed under the present sect ion is
in tended to provide the following pa rt iculars:

on entit ies co nvicted definit ively for smugg 
ling offences: and

2. wh ere appropriat e. o n ent it ies suspec ted of
smu ggling or caught in th e act of smug gling on
the terr itory of th e Member States respo nsi
ble fo r supplying th e information . even if no

42

B.
a.
b
c.

d
e.
f
g.

h
i.

j .

LEGA L ENTITIES (COMPANIES)
Name or type of com pany
Address
Name of pr incipal directors or employees of
th e co mpa ny being prosecuted and . where
ap propriate , desc ript ions as indi cated in Part
A above, sections (a ) to (I) :
Name of associa ted rnuui-n at fo nal company ;
Nature of activity ;
Nat ure of inf ringement;
Descri ption of infr ingem ent (includ ing infor 
mat ion as to manufac tu re r. shipper an d fo rwa r
ding agentl and the circumstances in which it
was discove red.
Max imum pen alty ;
Any other obse rvat ions. includ ing an y previous
convictions. if known,
Memb er Stat e supplyi ng inf orma tion (includ ing
referen ce nu mber)
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ARTICLE 23

As a gener al rul e. the Execut tee Secretar iat o f the
Community shall circulate informat ion concerning
individual ent ities to all Mem ber Stat es.

t ial mean s o f smuggling o r co m mitting other types
of evasion, such tha t any trends deve loping in
illicit t rade may be de tec ted.

AR TICLE 27

a. On en ti t ies convicted def init ively for custo ms
evasio n o ffences other than sm ugg ling;

b. Where ap pro priate , on en t it ies suspected of
such o ffe nces, even in cases where no p rosecu
tion has ye t resulted.

SECTION II

IND IVIDUAL oa LEGAL ENTITIES INVOLVED
IN CUSTOMS EVASION OTHER THAN

SMUGGLING

ARTICLE 24

1. Information conveyed
sect ion is intended to
particu lars:

unde r th e present
provide the following

Th e p rincipal ite ms of info rmatio n to be comm uni
ca ted whenever possible, are t he fo llowi ngs:

Descript ion of method s used in sm uggling and
other ty pes of evasion, includi ng th e use of
forg ery , falsification and count erfeit. When·
ever possible, a descript ion (make , model,
registra"tion number, etc .), When app ro p riate ,
information on t he licence or number plate of
con tainers o r veh icle s, th e technical standa rds
of which have been ap proved under the terms
of an internat ional con vent ion . and also any
ind ications conce rni ng th e frau dulent manip u
lati on of sea ls, bo lts on the sea ling d evice, or
o th er par ts of the con tai ner o r veh icles shall
also be p rov ided ;

ARTI CLE 25

Th e pri ncipal items of informatio n to be commu ni
cated , whene ver possible are th e following:

2. Where appropr iate, descr ip t ion o f the place of
concealment , with a photograph or ske tch
whenever possible;

ARTICLE 29

3 . Descr ioti on of the mercha nd ise invo lved ;

Th e principal items of informat ion t o be commu ni
cated , as fa r as th ey are ava ilab le are as fo llows:

6 Member State su pp lyi ng t he infor matio n
(inclu di nq the reference number).

Name and brief descri pt ion of sh ip (tonnage,
pro file , etc .)
Name and address of charterer or shi pper
Flag.
Port of registrat ion and, if differ ent , ho me port
Name and nat io nality of captain (and , where
appropria te, pri ncipa l officers of ship)
Natu re of infr ingem en t , with descrip t ion o f

2
3
4
5.

1.

4 . Natu re and description of fo rgeries, falsif i
cat ion o r counterfe it purposes for wh ich t he
for ged, fa lsified or counte rfe ited docum ents,
cus to ms sea ls, nu m ber p lat es, e tc. have been
used;

5 . Furt her observations, especia lly with regard to
circumstances in wh ich the evasion was d is
cove red ;

Info rmat ion co nvey ed under the present sect ion is
intended to provide pa rticu lars relating to ships
of all types used in smuggling. In pri nciple, only
info rmatio n relating to matters co nsidered relevant
at Inter-St ate level sha ll be co mmunica ted.

SECTION IV

SHIPS USED FOR SMUGGLING

A RTICL E 28

6.

SECTION II I

METHODS USED IN SMUGGLING A ND OTHER
TYPES OF EVASION INCLUDING FORGERY,

FA LSI FICATION OR COUNTERFEIT

A RTICLE 26

Info rmat ion co nveye d u nder th e p resent sec t ion is
intended to p rov ide parti cul ars relat ina to met hods
used in smuggling an d other types o f infringement ,
includ ing th e uti lisati on of meth od s of co ncea l
men t, for gery, ta tslffca t fo n or counterfe it , in all
cases of relevance at internat io nal level. Mem ber
States sha ll in eac h case indicate the meth od used
(wh eth er smuggling or other types of evasion), as
well as any new o r unusual methods and any po ten -

1. Name lo r na me of compan y) and address
2. Names an d descript ion s of p rinc ipa l d irector s

of the com pany ;
3. Natu re o f merchand ise,
4 . Country of o rigin;
5. Associ ated mult i-nat iona l company .
6 . Nam e and ad d ress o f selle r
7 Name and ad d ress o f sh ip per
8 Nam e and address of ot her implicat ed entit ies

(bu yer 's o r seller's agents, ot he r m idd lemen ,
etc.l

9 Po rtts) o r p lace ts ) fro m wh ere t he merchan
dise was ex po rte d

10 Brief description o f the infringement and th e
circumstances in which it was discovered

11 Total penalty and loss of income fo r th e
Treasurer, where approp riate;

12 Any other observat ions, incl uding any previou s
convict ion s, if known,

13 Membe r State supplyi ng the informat ion
(inc luding reference number) .
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any merchandise seized .
7. Descript ion whe re app ropriate of place of con 

cealmen t (with if poss ible a photograph or
sket ch) as well as the circumsta nces in which
it was discovered

8 Country of o rigin of t he merch and ise siezed
9 Port of departu re
10 Por t of dest inatio n
11 Ports of call betweenportsment ionedin(91&( 101
12 . A~y other observations (number of t imes the

shi p, shippinq company, chart erer of other
entity using the ship un der ro le has already
part icipa ted in smuooling

13 Member State supply ing t he information
(inc luding reference nu mberl

CHAPTER VII

ARTICLE 30
FUNCTIONS OF TH E COUNCIL OF MIN ISTERS

1. The Council shal l ensure the prope r ad mini
stration and implementat ion of the present
Convention .

2. Fo r thi s purpose, t he Commission sha ll exer
cise the fo llowing functio ns ,as aut ho rised by
t he" Cou nci l and in accorda nce with it s direc
t ions:
a. Propose to th e Cou ncil an y draft ame nd

ments to t he present Convention which it
conslde-s necessary;

b. Advice on the int erpretati on of the pro 
visions of t he Convent ion;

c. Take an y steps liable to contribu te to the
implementation of t he genera l aims of the
Convent ion , and in particu lar study any

new methods and procedures int ended to
faci litate th e prevent ion, det ect ion and
pu nishment of infr ingements, relat ing to
smuggling.

CHAPTER VIII

FINAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 31

An~' dispute tha t may arise among th e Member
States regarding t he interpretati on o r applicat ion
of t h is Convention sha ll be amicab ly sett led by direct
agreement. In the event of failure to settle such db 
putes, the matter may be referred to t he Council of
Ministers.

ARTICLE 32

1. The present Conve ntion sha ll come into force
on a provisional basis upon stqnature by t he Heads of
State and Government , and on a def initiv e basis whe n
it has been rati fied by at least seven Member Stat es
wh ich are signatories to t he Convention in accordance
with the co nstitutional laws of eac h Member Stat e.

2. This Conven tion and Instrument s of Rat ifica
tion sha ll ~e ce poslted wit h t he Execu t ive Secretariat
of ECOWAS which shall t ransmi t certif ied true co pies
of thi s Convent ion to all Member Stat es, and notify
them of t he da ys of de po sits of t he Instrumen ts
of Ratification and sha ll regist er t his Convention
with t he Organisat ion of African Unit y, th e Unit ed
Nations and such orga nisat ion as t he cOuncil sha ll
determine.

IN FAITH WHEREOF WE THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY
OF WEST A FRICAN STATES HAVE SIGNED TH IS CONVE NTION.

l(lf1)(,"'-_,,--'g
. . . ... ..... ......... . . . . . . . . . ... ... . .. . . .

HON. DR. MOMODOU S.K. MANNEH
Minister of Economic Planning and Industrial

Develo pment fo r and on beha lf of t he President
of THE GAMBIA

~.e.;......... .... ...... .....;r .
H. E. Flight Lieutenant JERRY JOHN RAWLI NGS

Chai rman, Provisiona l Nat ion al Defence Counc il
( P. N . D. C.)

.........."'""d~"''' .
H. E. AHME~kEKOU TOURE

President of the People' s Revolu tion ary Republic
of GUINEA

- - - - - --;-::::=-
-(1- . ..~ - ~

HON. BRIGADE COMMAN DER PEDRO PIRES
Prime Ministe r , for and on behalf of t he

President of the Republ ic of CAPE VE RDE

. .. . .. . ... . . . E'L . . 'r H'II:,U 'KEREKOU' . ..
ople's Republic of BENIN

. . . . .... . . . . , .

;:;:;

J ./
cr-«:

k",t'

....... ... .. ..f~~ .
H. E. FELI X HOUPHOUET BIOGNY

President of t he Republic of
IVORY COAST

DONE AT COTONOU THIS 29T H DA Y OF Y t 9B2 IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE ENGLISH
OTH TEXT S BEING EQUA LLY AUT HENT IC
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_ - - - ---e-..

.. .~ .HoJ~iCTO~~M:A: '~
Vice Chairman of the Revolut ionary Council,

Prim. Minister, for and on behalf of the
President of the Republic of GU INEA BISSAU

/' -... ... .'::':-: : - .
H.E.COLONELSEY NI KOUNTCHE

President of t he Supreme Military Council ,
Head of State olthe Republ ic of NI GER

. - ' .
H. E. ABDOU DIDUF/ ' 

President of t he Repubifc of
SENEGAL

H. E. ALHAJI SHEHU SHAGARI '
President of t he Federal Republic of

NIGERIA

~.

~ ----

'fl(. . .
" .....:~.~ <-'1

H. E. ' SA UEL KA N'r..:JN 'JOE
Commander·in-Chief , Chairman of t he Peoples
Redempt ion Council and Head of State of the

Republ ic of LIBERIA

H. E. COLONEL SAVE ZERBO
President of the Military Committee for

Redress for National Progress, Head of State of the
Republ ic of UPPER VOLTA

~~. . .. . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ...
H. E. DR. SIA KA STEVENS
President of th e Republic of

SIERRA L EON E

. . .. .. .. .. . .. . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . ... . ..
H. E. Lt . COLONEL MOHAM ED KHOUNA OULD

HA IDALLA
President of t he Mil itary Committee of Natio",,'

Salvat ion Head of Stat e of the lslamic
Republic of MAURITANIA

c~~'-=2~;t....-...: ~~~..~~-----~~ " :::::..
H. E. GEN ERAL GNASSI NGBE EYADEMA

President of the Republ ic of
TOGO
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lat DECISION OF THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS
OF STATES

A/DEC. 1/5/82 DECISION OF THE AUTHORITY
OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT
OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST
AFRICAN STATES RELATING TO THE
CREATION OF AN ECOWAS ENERGY
RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT FUND .

THE A UTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT

MINDFUL of A rt icle 5 of the ECOWAS Tr eaty
es tabl ishing th e Authority of Heads of State and
Governrr.ent and defi ning its composition and func
tion s;

DECIDES

ARTICLE 1

The creati on of an ECOWAS Energy Resources
Develo pment Fund w ith in the ECOWAS Fund.

ARTICLE 2

The Fund will be finan ced through contribu
tions .

ARTICLE 3

The Managing Director of the ECOWAS Fund
in collabo rat ion with the Executive Secretary is res
ponsible for finding ways and mean s of sustain ing thi s
Fund.

ARTIC LE 4

The present decision shall enter into force upon
signature and shall be published In the Official Jour
nal of the Community and the Gazette of each
Mehlbe . State .

OONE AT COTONOU THIS 29TH DAY OF MAY,
1982 IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE ENGLISH
AND FRENCH LANGUAGES, BOTH TE XTS
BEING EOUALLY AUTHENTIC.

:1
FOR THE ' .J rHOR

~ E CHAIRMAN
" . . M ATHI EU KEREKOU

A/DEC. 2/5/82 DECISION OF THE AUTHORITY
OF HEADS OF STATE A ND GOVERNMENT OF
THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST
AFRICAN STATES RELATING TO . THE
DECLARATION OF THE 1983-1993 DECADE AS
"REFORESTATION DECADE" .

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT

MIND FU L of Artt icle 5 of ECOWA S Treaty
es tabl ish ing th e Authori ty of Heads of State and
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Governm ent. its composition and funct ions;

MINDFU L of the effect of wood as on e of th e
energy resources of the sub-region;

MI NDFUL of alarm ing encroachment of the
desert into the sub-region';

DECIDE r.

ARTICLE 1

The 19B3-1 993 decade is declared as
" REFORESTATION DECADE"

ARTICLE 2

Membe r States o f the Community shall under
take to implement this decision.

ARTICLE 3

This decision shall come into forc e upon
signature and shall be published in the Official
Journal of th e Community and in the National
Gazette of each Member State.

DONE AT COTONOU TH IS 29TH DAY OF MAY,
1982 IN SINGLE ORIG INAL IN THE ENGLISH
AND FRENCH LA NGUAGES, BOTH TEXTS
BEING EOUALLY AUTHENTIC.

FOR n~ '_ AUTHn;,ITY
I

CHAIRMAN
I-!. c . MAT HI EU KEREKOU

AlDEC_ 3/5/82 DECISION OF THE AUTHORITY
OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT
OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST
AFRICAN STATES RELATING TO THE ECOWAS
ENERGY POLICY.

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT

MINDFUL of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treaty
establi shing the Authority of Heads of Stat e and
Governmen t, its composition and functions;

M INDFUL of Art icle 48 of th e ECOWAS
Treaty request ing Membe r States to harmonize and
to formulate a comm o n po licy o n Energy;

DECIDES

AR TICLE 1

The energy pol icy of the Economic Camm
unity of West African States atta ched to th is
decision is approved .

ARTI CL E 2

The Execut ive Secretariat shall take all the
necessary measures for th e realisation o f th is e nergy
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BACKGROUND TO POLICY OBJECTIVES

ART ICLE 3

policy.

6, With the ' Energy Crisis' of 19 73 and bey ond .
the awaren ess crystall ised in th e world of th e fin ite
ness and ultimate ex haustion o f th e TOT AL wor ld
reserves of the fossil and nucl ear fu els. This has
precip itated an intensificat ion o f inte rest in NEW
AND RENEWABLE SOURCES O F ENE RGY. Both
the developed and de veloping countries of th e world
are now in search of the best ways and mea ns of
br inging about a peac efu l and orderly TRAN SI
T ION of the global eco nomy to the New and
Renewable sources o f Energy - early enough to
ensure the conti nue d availability . into th e indefinite
future of the fo ssil fue ls which are also o f crit ical
importance to MANK IND fo r non -En erqv use as basic
Feedstock in Chemical Industry . Th e Members o f
ECOWAS cannot clo se th eir eyes to the curre nt
world-wide act ivit ies in t") s see mingly new fron
tier of human ac tivity w ithout disastrous co nseq
uences to the who le Community with in the next
decade.

Th e TE CHNOLOG Y of produ cti o n and th e
consumption pattern of all industrial co mmod ities,
both in deve lo ped and deve loping co untrie s are so
critically dependent 0 0 ENER GY that the sligh
test disequil ibrium in th e world ENERGY mar ket
produces devastati ng ef fe cts throu ghou t th e world.
The direct experience o f mo st o il importing cou n
tries (and the induced experience of even the oil 
produci ng/e xporting co untries) since the 'E nergy
Crisis' of late 1973, highl ights the ST RATEG IC
IMPORTANCE OF ENER GY IN WO RLD ECO NO·
MIC DEVELOPMENT. The linkage between
ENERGY and the overall DEVELOPMENT and
SECURITY of any Co mmunity is no longer a matter
for debate .

5. Despi te the recent atta inment o f Po litical Inde
pendence by t he ind ust rially less d eve lo ped countr ies,
the pattern of relat io nshi p has sca rce ly ch anged for
reaso n o f the failure by th ese countries to invest a
significant percentage of their eff prts and resource s
towards th e rap id acq uisiti o n of SCIENTIFIC A ND
T ECHNOLO GICAL CAPABILITY to cont ro l th e
spect rum o f act ivit ies related to the expl oi tation of
th olr Energy and othe r Raw Materials.

7. Th e ECOWAS is one of the poorest Sub-

4. On Accoun t of the relat ively low level of
Scien tific and Techno logical capabil it ies of the
coun tries where the oil exi sts in large quantities,
almost the entire spectrum of activities involved
(from exploration up to delivery of final products.
to the consum ers) , even within the o il pro ducing!
exporti ng co untries, is dominated by ro mpa nie s
of the industrialised major o il importers/c onsumers.
Th is has led to a situation in which t he ECOWAS
Member States who produce and export oil find
themselves unable to exejcise effective control over
their respect ive oil industry .

sources, mainly the fossil fuels (coat, crude oil and
natural gas) and the te chnical capabi lity to process
these resource s into readily acce ptable and easily
ut ilisab le fo rms of Energy .

R x E x I

P

Sta nda rd of Iiving
Raw Materials Consumed

Energy Consumed
= Ingenuity (Tech nological, Polit i

ca l and Socio-Econo mic)
Ap plied
Populat ion of the Community .P

L
R
E
I

L

2 Techn ically , it has bee n said that th e sta ndard
of living. as measured by the Gross Nat ional Product
(GNP) is a funct ion of t he amou nt of ENERG Y
co nsumed in any community as can be expr essed in
the fo llowing mathemat ical language;

where

INTEGRATED AND COMPREHENSIVE ENE RGY
POLICY OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY

OF WEST AFRICAN STATES

TH F .; HAI RMAN
H. E. ~'"THIEU KEREKOU

3 The already deve loped countries of the world
at tained their present levels of Industr ial/Economic
Ad vancement und er co nd it ion s of cheap Energy Be-

The Membe r States of the Econo mic Cornrn
unity of West African States - ECOWAS - in
deliberat ing over th e matte r of Energy do hereby
state their recognition andlo r acknowledgement
of the foll o wing considerations and fac ts :

1. All MAN's acti vity depends on th e availab i·
lity of ENERGY; and a ll the epoc hal chan ges in
history are associated wit h th e materials Of his tool s
just as well as the fo rms of ENERGY tha t moved
those tools. Thi s has led to th e description of
ENERGY, in th e present epcch , as "the "OXYG EN'
of modern industrial civil ization.

FOR T HE AUTHOR , TY
:1

DON E AT COTONOU T HIS 29TH DAY OF MAY
1982 IN ON E SIN GL E ORIGINA L IN ENGLI SH
AND FR ENCH LANGUAGES BOT H TEXTS
BEING EOUALL Y AUTH ENTIC.

This decis ion shall come into fo rce upon signa
ture and shall be published in the Off icial Journal
of the Community and the Nat ional Gazette of all
Member States.
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Regions of the world. Th e poverty situation in th e
COMMUNITY is such that the United Nations
Organisat ion has categorised nearly half of th e
Memb er States of the Community among the 30
least developed nat ions in th e world. Thus while the
ECOWAS const itu tes only THREE percent of th e
total world population, the Community contributes
nearly TWE NTY·FIVE perce nt of th e poorest cou n
tr ies of the world. To rescue the Community from
the present undi sirable sta te calls for a MARSHALL
PLAN ON ENERGY. Only a sustained concerte d
approach will bring abo ut any significant change in
th e Commun ity 's disastrous ENER GY situat ion.

8. The ECOWAS Sub- Region is blessed with
a satisfacto ry Energy Resources Base - 'conventional'
and 'non -conventional' however several demand and
supply issues must be resolved both with in each
Member State and at Commu nity level before a satis
factory approac h can emerge towa rds eliminating the
cu rre nt bottleneck which ENERG Y . more than
finance - poses fo r the rapi d and orderly develop
ment of the Communi ty . Fundamenta l and far
reaching OECIS IONS must be taken NOW and
ACT IO NS init iated IMMEDIAT ELY on an
INTEGRATED COMPREHENSIVE ENERGY
POLICY AND PLAN for th e Community in order
to avoid further aggravated adverse implications for
the Community's development.

9 . Po licy decis ions should be geared towards
dealing with specific prob lems of th e Energy Sector
with in the whole Community .

There is almost a tota l dependance of
most Member States on exhorbitant
Energy Resources imported from outside
the Community;

2 . There is the atte ndant escalation of prices
paid for petrol eum products and electric
power;

the Energy Equa t ion at a ll levels of th e ECOWAS
Sub-Regio n if we are to succeed in dealing effectively
with the current Energy difficu lties in order to gene
rate a much higher standa rd of living among the
ENT IRE POPUL ATIO N of the Community. Th e
most critical amo ng the ohanges that mu st be made
bot h at the highest level of Government and among
the general pop ulation is in the present attitude , to
th e Community's wealth of Energy and othe r Natural
Hesources, which regards them primarily as foreign
cash earners. Ind igenou s SCIENT IF IC and TE CH·
NO LOGICAL capabi lity will transform part of these
resources to create a level o f living comparable to
anywh ere in the world with in a QUARTER of a
century!

11 . The change in the pattern of Energy use within
the LDCs closely foll ows th e tre nd in the developed
co untries. This reflects the c rit ical total depend ence
of th e LDCs on impo rt s of machinery, applian ces ,
tr ansport equipment and technica l expertise from the
deve loped cou ntrie s, most o f which are based on the
use of petroleum products either directl y or through
o il-based electric po wer generation. This built-in
dependence and imitative Energy co nsumpt io n
pattern of the LDCs has adverse strategic implicat io ns
for th e pattern of , as we ll a, the potential for the
advance ment of the LDCs. It constrain s, from the
very start, the capaci ty of these countries to utili se
their own Energy Resou rces other than oi l.

12 Oil will, of cou rse, continue t o playa dornl
nant role in the Energy requirements of mo st coun
tries in the short and med ium term, The quest ions
that arise include:

1. Will it co nt inue to be available fo r the
period of t ime which must transpire
before th e new and renewabl e sources
can come firmly on the Energy Sce ne
within easv commercial ter ms in the
ECOWAS Sub-R egion?

3. There is th e near-total absence of data for
more a itical analys is of the Energy
Sector of th e Commun ity ;

2 What will be the cost of th e oil and what
are the balance of paym ents implica tio ns
for the non-oil-producing Memhers of the
ECOWAS?

4. The Rural . Urban dichotomy in Energy
supply has brought about a cata st rophic
degree of migration to the urban centre s
with the con sequent stretching of the
urban infrastructure beyond limits and vir
tua l co llapse of Agricu Itu re;

5. There is an acute S KIL LED MANPOWER
and financial shortage obstructing th e ef f 
ective develo pment and effic ient uti liza
tion of Energy in the urban cen tres;

6 Th ere is an overdependence o n FUEL·
WOOD resou rce in the face of th e encro
aching desert and the concomitant
SA HELIAN DROUGHT.

10 A radical re-orientation is called for towards
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13 An analysis of the rat io of current production
to proven reserves of crude oil produces a trend
which , on a straight extrapo lat ion, suggests :

1. Possible phy sica l limitat ions to inc reasing
world oil produ ct ion by the early 1990' s
except in the Middle East;

2 . Severe competit io n among developed oi l
importers which may translate itself into
po licy o f direct economic as well as
strategic co nfrontat ion, and

3 . Another spe ll of skyrocketing of o il
prices occasioned by the downward trend
in o il reserves.
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The trend will definitely obstruct progress
towards an expanding and more prosperous world
economy from which some benefit will extend to the
less developed countries. Furthermore, increasing oil
import bills could exceed th e financial capability and
foreign exchange resources of the ECOWAS Members.

14. Thus the fundamental issue of SURVIVAL
now stares the 200 million people of th e ECOWAS
Sub-Region in the face. Shortage of Energy which
has been identified as the most crucial of the many
problems confronting the Community is exacer
bated by the twin embarrassment of foreign exchange
and brain drain. And all of these can be linked with
th e failure of the Member-States to build viable
mechanisms of mutual co-operation among them
selves. Perhaps this decade of 1980's will provide the
acid test for the maturity and ability of the Member
States of the Community to plan for collective
survival C1r to allow themselves to perish individually.

15. Ther e is an escalat ing FUELWOOD crisis with in
the entire Community and th e ho pe cannot be said
to be bright that the situ ation is most likely to
improve in the near futu re in the wake of the cripp
ling SAHELIAN DROUGHT which has hit virtually
all Member State s of th e Commu nity . What future
then fo r life in th e country-side which depends
almost entirely on FUELWOOD for its Energy
source?

16. There is now a world-wide spate of activities
geared to wards an ultimate TRANSITIO N to NEW
AND RENEWABLE SOURCES OF ENERGY. on
account of the new awareness of the ultimate
complete deplet ion of the tota l but finite world
reserves of all th e hyd rocarbons. Most of the New and
Renewable Sources of Energy abo und within the
ECOWAS Sub-Region , their techn ologies are fairly
accessible to the indigenous En ergy Experts of the
Community who can be mobilised and Jiven the
facility to increase their number several-fo ld within
a ·short space of time. There is also the prospect that
environmental pollution will be relatively less with
the New and Renewab le Sourc es than with the
conventional sources of Energy - for the same
amou nt of Energy prod uced and used.

17 Experience gained within the relatively recent
past indicates that a good deal of advantage can be
realised by firmly placing t he Renewable Energy
Technologies wit hin an Integrated and Comp rehen
sive Energy Policy and Plan which takes adequate
care of the various dimensions including Resources
Inventory r Manpower Development, Research and
Development of New Products and Processes, Establ
ishment of Relevant Industries for commercialisa
tion of Research Result s and the Provision of ade
quate Financial and Infrastructu ral Facilit ies for the
successful engagement in all these activit ies within the
ECOWASSub-Region.

already exist, world·wide, for its utilisation in water
heating, water·pumping and irrigation, more efficient
and more hygienic crop-drying, space cooling and also
electric power production, some of which ' are of
IMMED iATE RELEVANC E and APPLICABILITY
to the Community's Economic and Social Develop 
ment Efforts - particularly in the neglected RU RAL
AREAS.

Effective Solar Energy Training, Research and
development could become the seed of an INDUST
RIAL REVOLUTION which will transform and
modern ise the RURAL AREAS end contribute in a
large measure towards stemming and ultimately rever
sing the current disastrous rural-to-urban migration
which has over-stretched th e limited facilities and
infrastructure in the urban centres and fuels the
escalation in crime rate.

Without reversing the current trend of rural-to
urban migration the much-desired and much-<lebated
react ivation of AGRICULTURE for self-sufficiency
in FOOD production, in th e first place, will remain a
pipe-<lream and the dwindling meagr~ foreign
exchange resources will continu e to be expended on
importat ion of local food requ irements among other
items.

Fortunately, the existing technologies in th e
area of SOLAR ENERGY applications (and th e basic
Scient ific Theories behind th e technologies) are
within easy reach of the Scientists, Engineers and
Technologists indigenous to th e ECOWAS Sub
Region.

19 Already manu facturers' vendors from the
industrially advanced vvestern countries and Japan
are cashing in on the critical Energy situation within
the Community and are advertising a variety of
Energy equipment and appli ances based on Renew
abie Sources, part icu larly Solar Energy. Most of t hese
appliances are proto-types which have not undergone
sufficient testing and may require the use of import
ed raw materials for satisfacto ry performance. There
is therefore the prospect that the citizens of the
Community may be manouvered into paying enor
mous amounts of money, in fo reign exchange, for
facilit ies which have not been pro perly tes ted and
adapted to our own environment and raw materials
by ou r own Energy Expe rts. There is therefore the
need fo r:

1. Collective legislat ion to protect th e
Com munity from continuing in the role
of a dum ping ground for these new appli
ances which may not yet have the necess
ary spare-parts;

2. Establishment of facil ities and mechan ism
fo r the te st ing and adaptation of appli
ances to our environment and raw
materials before commercialisation;

18 One of th e most promising and most viable
of these New and Renewable Sources within the
Community is SOLAR ENERGY . Technologies

3. Standardisation of equipment and appli
ances to be used within the Community
and;

49
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4 Arrangements for product ion of the less
sophisticated components within the
Community.

charged w ith the following add itional responsibili.
t ies:

20. Given the inter-relationship between the various
Para meters of t he ENE RGY EQUAT ION, and given
th e established dependence of th e level of industrial.
economic and social development on a Community's
capacity for efficient and use of ENERG Y, it is
log'ical to reoognisethat the need for an Integrated and
Comprehensive Energy Policy and Plan of Actio n in
any given Community is of primary importance. This
implies the need for a much greater role on the part
of Government in INITIATING, CO-O RDINAT ING,
a nd ENCOURAGI NG ENERG Y DEVELOP MENT
along directio ns con sistent with the industrial, econo
mic and social development aspirations, plan and
interest .of the Community .

21. In order to formulate and implement an Inte
grated and Comprehensive Energy Policy , some
level of CENTRALISATION of dec ision -making
process on all Government Energy Functions and
Respon sibilities is esse ntial, so that co nflict s of
ENERGY J URISDI CTIO N between orga ns of th e
same Government Executive and Legislative) are
effective ly resol ved .

22 . In setti ng up an Integrated and Compreh ensive
Energy Po licy (ICEP). the ECOWAS must take into
co nsid eration the fact that any Community Energy
Poli cy will be viab le within given Political, Eco nom ic,
So cial and Strategic Framework if, and only if. it is
a synthes is of the vital interests and aspirat ions of
all t he Mem ber States for th e rapid and orderly deve 
lo pment of all their cit izens.

POLICY OBJECTIVES

In the light of the above and many other consi
derations and facts it is the PO LICY o f the ECOWAS:

A_ INST ITUT ION AL F RAMEWORK

a. Energy Policy Research, as relates to
ident ification of the possible o ptions for
cheap and systemat ic Energy Prod uction
and the balancing o f resource utilisation;

b. To work o ut rules, modalit ies and mech
anisms for protec tio n o f the ENVIRO·
NMENT from the ha zard s of EN ERG Y
Explorat ion , Explo itat io n and Use, such
as air, land and wate r pollut ion, radia
t io n from nuclear materials and fire;

c . Rap id genera t ion of INDIGE NOUS
SCIE NTIFIC, TE CHNO LOGICA L and
MANAGER IAL CAPAB ILITY fo r
Energy Resource Explo itat io n and the
building of adequate CAPACITY fo r
Research and Development of Energy
Products and Processes which have
direct bearing on the Econ om ic, Social,
Polit ical and Military Interests of th e
state and the Community

d . Pro vision of adequa te SECURITY for
Energy Personnel and Installat ions;

e. Establi shment of measures and methods
for efficient CO NSERVAT ION of both
Energy Raw Materia ls which also have
non- Energy appl ications and the readily
consumable Energy ;

f. Setting up of reliable systems fo r Energy
Informati on gathering, storage. analys is,
prompt retri eval and exchange .

g. Cont inuous assessment of local condi
tio ns. resou rces, existing knowledge and
technologies in specif ied areas of the
Ener gy Field.

3 . To mount a CONCERTE D SHOR T' MEDIUM
AN D LO NG-TER M PROGRAM on ENERGY by
pooling together. th rough th e avenue of a viable
Institut ion and Mecnanism, the pro fession al exper-

1. Th at every Member State should establish by
law (to be imple mented without furt her delay ) a
bod y within the mach inery of Govern ment to be
cha rged with the responsibility ior CO-ORDINA
T ING and SUPERV ISING all ENERGY FUNCTIONS
and ACTIV!T IES within each Member State. Th is
bo dy will look afte r the variou s elements invol ved in
the efficient and effect ive. Comprehensive Ene rgy
Management including:

i. Energy Resources Inventory
ii. Energy Manpower Develo pment
iii. Energy Information Bank
iv . Energy Research and Development
v, Commercialisation o f Energy Researc h

Results
vi. Establishment of Energy-r elated

Industr ies.

2. That this body , which may be called the
EN ERG Y COMMISS ION of each Member State, be

50

B.

h.

i.

Mainte nance o f accurate Register of co m
peten t Energy Resea rchers, Energy Re
search Centres. on-going Energy Research
and Research Resul ts Ut ilisat ion wi th a
view to prompt dissem inatio n of informa
ti on through ou t t he ECOWAS;

Protect io n of th e Memb er State and.
therefore. the Community from domest ic
or fore ign act ivit ies which co uld under
mine the mov e to wards S ELF ·R ELI
ANCE and ultimate SELF·S UF FICI
ENCY in all aspects of the strategic
Energy Fie ld .

CO-O RDI NATIO N OF EFFO RTS
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t ise al ready available within (he Commu ni ty with a
view to tackling jo int ly all aspects of th e Energy
Equation w hich is prevalen t t hroug hout th e ECOWAS
Sub-Regio n e .g. the t win -dan gers of acute shortage
(tending to the ex haust ion) of FUELWOOD and of
th e ECO LOG ICAL HAZ ARD due to insuH icient
vegetatio n pos ed by the so ut hwa rd enroachment of
the Sahara Desert and the co nco mita nt Sahe lian
Drought.

So me of t he ad vantages w hich will ema na te
fro m a co ncerted programme are:

7. To int egrat e and harmonise the comprehen 
sive Energy Pol icies and Plan s of all Mem ber Stat es
so as to en sur e th at the ent ire Community wor ks
in uni son towards reducing to the ba rest m iminum
th e pr evailing adverse condi t ions whic h m ilita te
aga inst the applicat ion of local Research Results.

8 . To work out qu id pr o -quo ar rangements wit hin
the Co mmun ity for interchang e of Energy and no n
Energy Raw Materials as well as f inished product s,
there by redu cing th e cost componen t du e to transpor
tat ion and insur an ce fo r t he sa me co rnmodi -
ties impo rted fro m a reas ou tside of t he Co mm un ity .

i . Th e Economy o.f sca le and joint Effort in
th e light o f very limited number of
co mpete nt person nel and finan cial
resou rces;

9. To em bark o n coll ect ive diversification of
Co mmunit y Ene rgy supply in or der to accelerate over
all ind ust r ial econo mic , socia l and po litica l develop 
ment for t he Sub-Region.

iv. Improving t ra in ing prospect s for muct·
larger numbers of ECOWAS cit izens
under similar co nd it ion s.

ii i. Increase in negot iat ing st rength tbrouqh
un ited effort and purpose when dealing
with co mmerica l organisa t io ns outside
th e Co mmun ity;

4 . To for ge clo ser a nd mor e regu lar ir.teractio n
among t he Energy Pro fession als of a ll t he Mem ber
Sta tes in ord er to enhance t he sharing o f expe r ience
in ter ms o f actions already tak en a nd to co nduct
mor e incisive prog nosi s in t erms of act ions conte m
plat ed .

v: Provid ing grea ter pro tect io n to t he citi
zen s of the Commun ity t hro ugh bett er
chances for stand ard isat ion ' of equip 
men t and ap plian ces which must be
pu rch ased for t he mo ment from outside
the Com munity .

12 To conclud e agreements within t he shor t est
possible t ime fo r an effect ive tac kling of t he Energy
Equat ion wit hin the Co mmu nity - Financial /Mo ne
tar y measures require pro mpt attent ion .

10 . To produ ce a Comprehensive Energy Mao of
th e Co mmuni ty thro ugh inten sif ied exp lor atio n fo r
a ll po ssib le So urces of Energy.

13 . To em bark o n IMMED IAT E SHO RT-T ERM
ENERGY PROJ ECTS wh ich will give the Co m m
nirv a breat h ing space for ex p lor ing the ince
ption of measu res lead ing to a lo nq-lastinq solu 
t ion to t he Energy Equ at io n wit hin t he Cornrn 
unit y . ( case in point is the poss ible ut ilisat ion
of t he Associated Natural Gas currently ' flared '
in th e Oi l-F ields o f so me of th e Member
States).

11 . To seek, joint ly , Techni ca l Assistance fro m t he
more advanced co unt ries , who are will ing, through
b ilateral and mu lt i-lat era l arra nge me nts, in the
specific areas of Expert An alysis , Operat ion of Train
ing, Research a nd Development Institut ions wit h in
th e Co mmunity a nd t he Finan cing of t he various
Ene rgy project s.

Facilitation of acc ess to ana lysis and ada 
ptati o n of resu lts of sim ilar effo rts whic h
have succeede d elsew here in other sub
Regions of the wo rld - develo ped and
developing.

ii.

5. To seek to ha rmonize t he ter ms of t rad e and
technica l co-o per ar lon in the Energy Field between
all the Member Sta tes of th e Co mm unity and th e
outside world , and to seek a re medy to the curre nt
Energy Cr isis t hro ugh a re-order inq of the Political
Eco nomies of Member States so as to serve ESS EN·
TIA LLY t he interests of ECOWAS CIT IZENS.

6. To embark on a co ncer ted progra m geared to
ward s th e acqu isit ion, w ith in the shortest po ssib le
tim e, of adequat e ca pab ility to d eal with every link
in the enti re cha in of act ivit ies relevan t to the co nven
t ional En ergy Resou rces especia lly COA L, PET RO·
LEUM and NAT URA L GAS - fro m exp lo rat io n
righ t t hrough to the d elivery of products to t he fina l
consumer.

C. ENERG Y D EVE LOPM ENT FUND

14 . To esta blish an ECOWAS ENERGY DEVE LOP.
MFNT FUND with in th e ECOWAS FUND which wi ll
be con tributed to vo.unta ri lv .

D. CO NSE RVA TI ON IST APPR OACH ES

15. To initiate the deliberate co nservat ion of
Energy Raw Materials which a re also o f vital impo rt 
ance in non -Energy applicat ions e.g. t he fo ssil fu els
also needed as basic te ed-sto ck in CH EMICAL iN
DUSTR Y.

16 . To embark o n viable ste ps to drastically reduce
t he burden im posed on the econo m ies o f ECOWAS
Memb er States occasioned by severe losses t hrough
inef f icient pr oduct ion, t ra nsmission and d istribut io n,
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on the on e hand, and through wasteful (virtua lly)
prodigal) con sumption by the few, on the other
hand , of whatever amou nt of Energy supp ly available
especially in the form of Electric Power. Conserva
tion measures which have proved very successful in
other sub-regions of the world should be instituted
within the ECOWAS with all the urgency the
situation demands.

E. ENVIRO NMENTAL PROTECTION

17. To promulgate and enforce rules which will
guarantee the maximum protection of the ENV IRO·
NMENT from th e negative impact of all Energy
Activities.

18 . To prevent funher deter ioration of the Comm-
unity ' s ECOSYSTEM which will definitely

occur as a result of the persistence of current Energy
Use Pattern. (Expected increase in population with
corresponding increase in demand for
FUELWOOD both in rural and urban areas will be
incompatible with Ecological Balance within the
Sub-Region and will further accelerate Desert Encr
oachment and mtensrt rcatlon uf th~ Sahelian
Drought).

F MARSHAL PLAN FOR SKILLEL'
MANPOWER

19. To institute a Marshal Plan on Energy Training,
Research and Development on a collective basis.

G. REVE RSING RURAL·TD-URBA N
MIGRATION

20. To reverse the curr ent adverse RURAL-TO
URBAN MIGRATlO N due mainly to inadequate
Energy supply for all form s of act ivit ies in the rural
areas. (AGRICULTURE will be react ivated and
expanded if t he young labour force of the Cornrn
unity can be returned to and retained in the countrv
sidel.

H. REVIEWING TRADITIONAL APPROACH

21. To critically examine the current trend towards
gigantic long-term Energy Projects such as dams (in
the face of dwindling water volume in the rivers
due to the Sahelian Drought afflicting the Sub
Region), and petroleum refineries (in view of the
necessity to scale down the percentage contribu
tion by petroleu m to the Community's Energy Mix)
for reason of the enormous capital out-lays and long
lead-times involved, and of the extent of disruption
attendant on outages and breakdow ns of the giant
plants .
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1. NUCLEAR ENERGY APPLICATION

22. To maximise efforts geared towards the appli
cat ion of NUCLEAR ENERGY for Electr ic Power
Product ion and other peaceful uses.

J . TOWARDS NEW AND RENEWABLE
ENERGY SOURCES

23 . To accurately evaluate and syste matically
document the potential contribution of each of the
New and Renewable Sources to the Community's
Energy Mix within the shortest possible time allowed
by Techn ological. Economic and Social facto rs.

24 . To prevent a recourse to the application of the
New and Renewable Energy Sources and Techno lo
gies as mere stop-gap measures adopted by iso lated
individuals and establish a concrete plan initiated,
coo rdinated, supervised and financed at collective
(i.e, Community) Government level in order to pro
tect the citizens who will otherwise fall victims of
unscrupulous vendors whose interest is the maximi
satio n of profit for their companies or countries and
who are ready to dump pro to -ty pe appliances which
have not been ade uuate lv tested and adapted to local
co nditions and fur wh ich th er > cannot be any guaran
tee of spare parts in future.

25. To institute Public Educat ion programmes
within the Member States in order to make the aver
age citizen a better informed prospect ive buyer and
consumer of New and Renewable Energy Technolo
gies.

A/DEC . 4/5/82 DECISION OF THE AUTHORITY
OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF
THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST
AFRICAN STATES RELATING TO THE ADOP·
T ION OF AN ECOWAS AGRICULTURA L
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY.

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT

MINDFUL of Art icle 5 of the Treaty of
ECOWAS establ ishing the Autho rity of Heads of
State and Government and defi ning its composition
and functions;

DEC IDES

ARTICLE 1

ECOWAS AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGY

To adopt an "ECOWAS Agricultural Develo·
pment Strategy" as the framework for common
development of Agriculture in the sub-region.
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ARTICLE 2

O fficial Jo urn al o f th e E CO W A S

loan s o n favou rable te rm s.

Vol. 4

OBJECTIVE

To pro mote th e develop ment of t he agricu l
tural sector so as to keep pace wit h and support t he
d evelopment of t he eco no my. and in part icular to
ensure food se lf-suff iciency w it h in t he sub-reg ion by
t he year 2000 , to reduce food losses, and t o improve
food distr ibut ion in l ine with the Lagos Plan of
Act ion .

AR TICLE 2

OV ERAL L STRAT EGY

To adopt policies to achieve the opt imum rea li
sat ion of all national ag ricultural po te ntia ls t hrough
the imp lem entati on of su b-secto ra l ac t ivit ies in crops,
livestock, fisheries and fo rest ry and through increased
product ivity . Due account will be taken of the co m
ple me ntar ity of eco log ical zones of t he su b-region,
and of th e prior it ies adopted in t he Lagos plan of
Act ion. Step s sha ll be ta ken to ensure that t he incre
sed production in the agricul tu ra l and related secto rs
in each Member State will produce exportab le su r
pluses to stimulat e intra-Communit y tr ad e,

A RT ICL E 4

ELEMENTS OF THE STRATEGY

The strategy for agricultu ra l develo pm ent within
th e sub -region co nsist of improvements in:

i. Nut r it ion
jj Rural infr astruct ur e a nd so cial we lfare
ii i. Crop pro duction
iv. Livest ock produ ction
v. Fisher ies
vi For est ry, w ild life' and co nservation
vii Input supplies a nd credit
viii Preservati on, storage a nd fo od security
ix Processing, marketing a nd tra ce
x . Research deve lopment and t ra ining .

A RT ICL E 5

M EETINGS OF ECOWAS M INIS T ERS
OF AGR ICULTU RE

Meetings of ECOWAS Ministers of Agricu lture should
be held whenever found nec essa ry . The Min isters of
Agricu ltu re shall review progress with the implemen
tat ion of Com munity agr icultura l polic ies and
pro grammes, and mak e proposals for furth er act ion.

ARTICLE 6

F INA NCING

Membe r States hereb y agree to promote.
t he establ ishment of agricultural loans
gua ran tee schemes fu nds to ab sorb t he
risks ru n by small - sca le farmers and fish
erme n;

t he creation of spec ial installat ion fu nds
fo r agricu ltu ra l investo rs which will offer

THE COMM U NIT Y SHALL:

accord to p pr io r ity t o th e f inancing of
agricultu ral project s through the
ECOWAS Fund fo r Coop erat ion, Corn 
pe nsa ti o n ana Developmen t ;

assist Mem ber States pro cure fo r t he ir
agricu ltu ra l fina nc ing insti t u t ions in tern a
tiona l credi t lines on favou rable te rms.

A RT ICL E 7

A GRICU LTU RAL DEVELOPME NT

COMMI T T EE.

Agricu ltura l Devel opmen t Comm ittee sha ll be
esta blished w hen pro ject s o f in terest to t wo or more
Member Sta tes are being prep ared . Such Commi
ttees sha ll be co mposed of rep resentives of t ho se
Mem ber Sta tes co ncerned wit h the pro ject s be ing
prepared, the Member States involved shall bear
t he resp on sibility fo r run ning t he Com m ittees.

ARTICLE 8

FORMU LATION OF PROGRA MMES
AND ID ENTI FIC ATION OF PROJECTS.

The Execu t ive Secreta ry is directed to ta xe a ll
necessary step s to ensu re t he fo rmul at io n of appro 
priate po licies and program mes, and t he ide ntifica 
t ion of pro ject s whose ,implementat io n will co ntr i
bute to t he rea lisat ion of t he stated object ives of t h is
Agricultu ral Deve lopment lStrategy.

A RTICLE 9

ENT RY I NT O FORCE

Th is decision sha ll come into fo rce upo n
signature and shall be pu bl ished in th e Official Jour
nal of t he Community a nd in th e Nat ional Gazette
of each Member State.

DONE AT COTONOU THIS 29TH DA Y O F MAY.
1982 I N ON E SI NGL E ORIGINAL IN ENGLI SH

AND FRENCH LA NGU A GES 2 0 TH " EX TS BEIN G
EQUALL Y A UTH ENT IC.

FOR TH yi;IIH" RI T Y

~'"~~"
H. E MATHIEU K EREK OU

/
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A1DEC5/5/82 DECISION OF THE AUTHORITY
OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT
RELATING TO THE PRODUCTION OF SELECTED
SEEDS AND TH E CHOICE OF PRODUCTION
STATIONS

THE AUTHOR ITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT

MINDFUL of Art icle 5 of th e Treat y establish 
ing the Authority of Heads of State and Governm ent
and determining its composition and functi ons;

D E CI D E S

ARTICLE 1

The fo llowing national centres are hereby
selec ted as seed production centres for the Com m
unity :

CATTLE SPECIES AND THE CHOICE OF BREED
ING CENTRES

MINDFUL of Art icle 5 of the Treat y establish
ing the Authority of Heads of Sta te and Govern ment
and determining its composit ion and functions,

DECIDES

ARTICLE 1

The N'c!ama, Muturu and Zebu species are
hereby selected for production in the sub-region.

ARTI CLE 2

The following sites are chosen as tile
production centres:

ARTICLE 2

Oth er Seed Froduction Centr es could be
created in the future as the need arises and the ecolo
gical conditions permit.

Ivory Coast
Mali
Mauritan ia
Nigeria
Senegal
Sierra Leone

(Bouake )
(Babougoul
(Kaedi)
(Zaria)
(Richard Toll)
(Rokupr/N' jala)

(a) For the N'dama spec ies the sites shall be:

Marahou e Ranch in th e Ivory Coast
Guinea
Yanfolila Cattl e Ranch in Mali
The Gambia
Kodougou in Seneqal
Upper Ogun Ranch , Oyo State,
Nigeria.

(b) For the MUTURU species, th e sit e
shall be the Potta Cattle Ranch in Lagos
State, Nigeria.

The Executive Secretary is direct ed to under
take in collaboration with Member States, feasib ility
stud ies in the select ed seed prod uct ion centres wit h a
view to determining the ty pe of assistance that
ECOWAS can give to strengthen these centres to
enable them meet t he requ irement of the Comm
unity in food prod uction.

ARTICLE 3

This decision shall come into force uponsigna
tu re and shall be published in t he Official Journal
of the Commu nity and in the Nat ional Gazette of
each Member State.

DONE AT COTONOU THIS 29TH DAY OF MAY,
1982 IN SI NGLE ORI GINAL IN THE ENGLISH
AND FRENCH LANGUAGES. aOTH TEXTS
BEING EQUALLY AUTH ENTIC.

A/OEC6/5/82 DECIS ION OF THE AUTHOR ITY
OF HEADS O F STATE AND GOVERNMENTS
RELATING TO THE PRODUCTION OF SELECTED
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(c) For the Zebu spec ies, the site shall be the
Kaedi Cattle Ranch in Mauritania

ARTICLE 3

The Executive Secreta ry is dinected to under·
take in collaboration with Member Sta tes, feasibility
studies in t he selected cattle breed ing stations with a
view to determining the type of assistance that
ECOWAS can give to strengthen these stations to
enab le th em meet th e cattle production requ ire
ments of the Community .

ARTICLE 4

This Decision shall come into force upon signa
ture and shall be published in the Official Journal of
tne Community and in th e National Gazette of each '
Member State.

DONE AT COTONOU THIS 29TH DAY
OF MAY, 19B2 IN SINGLE O RIG INAL IN
THE ENGLISH AND FRENCH LANGUAGES,
BOTH TE XTS BEING EQUALLY AUTHE N·
TIC.

FO R TI.J:' AUTW ITY
I
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A/DEC 7/5 /82 DECISION RELATI NG TO SOli·
DAR ITY AMONG MEMBER STATES DURI NG
INTERNAT IONAL NEGOTIATIO NS ON PRIMARY
AG RICULT URA L PRODUCTS

MIN DFUL of Art icle 5 of the Treaty establi
shing the Authority of Heads of State and Govern
ment and defining its compos ition and functions:

DECIDES

NEW A RTI CLE 27,

Paragraph 1

Citizens of the Community are citizens of
Member States fulfilling the condi t ions to be defined
in the Protocol relating t o the citizenship code.

Consequently, all Member States pledge to
eradicate all the obstacles to the free movem ent and
residence with in the Community .

ARTICLE 2

This decision shall ente r into forc e tram the
date of its signature and shall be published in the
Officia l Jou rnal of the Com munity and the Gazett e
of Each Memher State.

:1
FOR TH"?; I rv

TH~HAIRMAN
7 ATHEW KEREKOU

A/DEC9/5/82 DECISION MANDATING THE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT OF ECOWAS TO
GIV E ITS SUPPORT TO THE CONF ERENC E OF
MIN ISTERS OF YOUTH AN D SPORTS OF
MEMBER STATES OF THE COMMU N ITY

ARTICLE 1

T'1 harmonise their posit ions and adopt a
common front during negot iations, for the sale
of their agricultural export commodit ies with
th ird countries.

ARTICLE 2

The Executive Secretary is directed to take all
necessary measures to ensure smooth imple
mentation of this deci sion.

ARTICLE 3

This decision shall come into force upon signa
ture and shall be published in the Official Jour
nal of the Community and in t he National
Gazette of each Member State.

DON E AT COTONOU THIS 29TH DA Y OF
MAY, 1982 IN SINGL E ORIGINA L IN THE
ENGliSH AN D FRENCH LA NGUAGES,
80 TH TEXTS BEING EQUA LLY AU THEN·
TIC.

DONE AT COTON OU
MAY 1982 IN ONE
FRENCH LA NGUAGES
EaUALLY A UTH ENT IC.

THIS 29TH DAY OF
SINGLE ORIGINA L IN
BOTH TEXTS BEIN G

~HAIRMAN

HI EU KEREKOU

A/DEC 8/5/8z DECISION AMENDING THE PROVo
ISIONS OF PARAGRAPH 1 OF ARTICLE 27 OF
THE T REATY OF THE ECONOMI C COMMUNI TY
OF WEST AF RICAN STA TES

MINDFUL of Article 5 of the Treaty of the
Economic Commun ity of West African Stat es estab li
shing th e Authority of Heads of State and Govern.
ment its composition and functions;

DECIDES:

ARTICLE 1

Paragraph 1 of Art icle 27 of th e Treaty of the
Economic Community of West African States signed
in Lagos on th e 28th of May 1975 is amended as
follows:

MINDFUL of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treaty
establishing th e Authority of Heads of Stat e and
Governmen t and def ining its composition and fun c
t ions.

MINDFUL of Ar it icle 2 (1) and 49 of the
ECOWAS T reaty relat ing to cooperat ion in social and
cultural affairs.

DECIDE S

A RT ICLE 1

The Authority of Heads of State and
Government gives its total support to the Conference
of Ministers of Youth and Sports of Member States of
the Community.

ARTICLE 2

The Aut hority of Heads of State and
Government requests the Executive Secretariat of
ECOWAS to assist t he new Institution in the fu lfi l
ment of its ob ject ives .
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ARTI CLE 3

Off lcle ' Jour nal of t he ECOWAS

ARTICLE 5

Vo l. 4

This dec ision shall come into force upon
signatu re and shall be published in the Official
Journal of the Community and the National Gazette
of each Member State.

DON E AT COTONOU. T HIS 29TH DAY OF
MAY. 1982 IN A SINGLE ORIGINA L IN THE
ENGLISH AND FRENCH LANGUAGES. 80TH
TE XTS 8 EING EOUALLY AUTHENT IC,

FO R THE AUT' ,dRI TY

TH ~ CHAIRMAN
H. ~. MATHEW KEREKOU

AIDEC 10/5/82 DECISION RELATING TO THE
APPLICATION OF THE PROTOCO L RELATING
TO THE FREE MOVEMENT OF PERSONS AND
THE PUBLIC ENLIG HTENMENT PROGRAMME.

MINDFUL of Art icle 5 of the ECOWAS Treaty
establ ishing th e Author ity of Heads of State and
Government, its oompo sition and functio ns.

DECIDES

ARTICLE 1
To strictly implement the protocol relati ng to
the Free Movement of Persons adopted by the
Authority in May 1979.

ARTICLE 2

To institutionalise an " ECOWAS National
Week" which will be opened annua lly by th e
Head of State of each Member State.

Th e organisat ion of such "ECOWAS WEEK"
woul d be the responsibility of the ECOWAS
National Committ ee and would take place
within the period of th ree mon ths following the
meeting of t he Aut hority of Heads of Stat e an d
Government.

ARTIC LE 3

To create an ECOWAS periodical which will
disseminate the resul ts of t he d ifferent activit ies
of the Community as well as th e progress made
in the implementation of the integration mea
sures ta ken by the Authority.

ARTICLE 4

To authorize the Execut ive Secretariat to
encourage the creat ion of ECOWAS Clubs brin
ging together people from all soc ial st rata to
popularize ECOWAS act ivit ies.
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This decisi on shall come into force upo n signa
ture and published in th e Off icial Journal of th e
Community and in the National Gazett e of
each Member State.

DONE AT COTONOU. THI S 29TH DAY O F
MAY. 1982 IN A SING LE ORIG INAL IN TH E
ENGLISH AND FR ENCH LANGUAGE S. BOTH
TE XTS BEING EOUALLY AUTHENT IC,

IR THyAif'1
FO/~ :=;~IT':

/.,/
( ..-- T HAIRMAN
H. ATHIEU KEREKOU

AlDEC 11/5/82 DECISION RELATIN G TO TH E
AWAR D OF ECOWAS SCHOLARSHIP. THE
ECOWAS STUDE NTS EXCHANGE PROGRAMME
AND THE ESTABLISH MENT OF AN AD-HOC
COMMITTEE ON T HE EOUIVALENCE OF CERT·
IF ICAT ES WIT HIN ECOWAS.

MINDFUL of Art icle 5 of the ECOWAS Treaty
establish ing th e Aut hor ity of Head s of Stat e and
Government. its composit ion and cunctions;

DECIDES

ARTIC LE 1

To strengthen the bilateral agreements on
scholarships and stude nts exchange pro
gramme wh ich shoui d be both increased
and extended to other socio-prcfessional
categories .

ARTICL E 2

To estab lish. within the Execlltive Secre
riat, an ad-hoc comm ittee responsible for
the preparat ion of a d irectory of all the
training institu t ions approved 'by th e
Member States as well as a manual of
d iplomas and cert ificates they award with
part icular emphasis on the ir equivalences.

ARTICLE 3

The present decision shall enter into for ce
upon signatu re and shall be published in
the Official Journal of the Community
and the Nat ional Gazene of each Membe r
State .

DONE AT COTONOU. THIS 29TH DAY OF
MAY. 1982 IN A SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE
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ENGLISH AND FRENCH LANGUAG ES, BOTH
TEXTS BEING EQUALLY AUT HENT ' ';.

FOR Tf.!:' '1UTW, t1 ITY
)

i?RMAN

~MATHIEU KEREKOU

A/DEC 1215/82 ON THE CULTURAL EXCHANGE
PROGRAMME

MIND FU L of Article 5 of th e ECOWAS Treaty
estab lishing t he Author ity of Heads of State and
Government and def ining its compositio n and func
tions;

DECIDES

ARTICLE 1

To encourage tou rs by cultu ral groups
which w ill be organised through exchange
programme between two or more Coun t

ries, with part icular emphasis on the
conso lidat ion of already ex ist ing bilateral
relat ions.

ARTICLE 2

To implement other forms of cultural
cooperat io n which w ill oe less expensive
and easier to arrange but are equally
eff icti ve . The se are:

a) exchange of audio-visual materials
(f ilm s, jingles, slides, documenta·
ries, exchange of radio or television
programmes);

b) transcription of our nat ional langu·
ages, recor d inq of our custo ms and
trad it ions;

c) cooperatio n among our museums,
cultural centres and lib raries;

d) exchange of works of art ;

e ) creation of model cultural archiv es
w hich wi ll focus att ention on the
highlights of our civilisat ions.

ARTICLE 3

To organise fairs and exhlblt lons.

ARTICLE 4

The Execut ive Secretariat to make a list
of all bil ateral and multilateral agree
ments between Member States in view of
the formula t ion of a general ECOWAS

cultural agreeme nt.

ARTICLE 5

The present deci sio n shall ente r into fo rce upon
signature and shall be published in the Official
Journal o f th e Co mmunity and the Nat ional
Gazette of eac h Member State .

DONE AT COTONOU THIS 29TH DAY OF MAY
1982, IN ONE SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE

ENGLISH A ND FREN CH LA NGUAGES, BOTH
TEXTS BEING EQUALLY AUTHENT IC.

~

FOR THE " UTHO , Y
)

TH O; CHA IRMA N
H. E. '" ATH IEU KE REK QU

A/DEC 13/5/82 DECISION RELATING TO THE
ORGANISATION OF SPORTING ACTIVITIES AT
THE LEVEL OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY
OF WEST AFRICAN STATES.

MINDFUL of Art icle 5 of the ECOWAS Tr eaty
establishing the Authority of Heads of
State and Govern ment , its compositio n
and functio ns.

DECIDES

A RTICL E 1

To create ECOWAS cups competit ions for
nat iona l team s of Member States w ithout
prejudice to the cont inu ed ex istence of ot her
lanai sport ing activit ies.

ARTICLE 2

To pro mo te traditional spo rts and games which
are test imony of our cu ltura l identity .

ARTICLE 3

The present decision shall enter into force upon
signature and shall be pub lished in t he Official
Journal of the Commu nit y and tile Nati on al
Gazette of each Member State.

DONE AT COTONOU, THIS 29TH DAY OF
MAY, 19B2 IN A SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE
ENGLI SH AN D FR ENCH LANGU AGES. BOTH
TEXT S BEING EQUALLY AUTHENT IC.
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FOR TH E AU-THO . I"Y

'"

A/DEC "4/5/82 DECISIO N RELATI NG TO THE
ECOWAS PRIZE

MINDF UL of Art icle 5 of the ECOWAS Treaty
establishing the Authority of Heads of State and
Go vernment , its compo sition and funct ions .

D ECIDE S

ARTICLE 1

Institution by international organisation
01 an ECOWAS Prize for research to be
awarded to any person or ent ities which
might distin guish themselves in the f ields
of science and technology. medicine and
especially African pharmacopoeia, culture
and in any other spheres of activities
likely to enhance the reputation of the
Community.

ARTICLE 2

The pre-select ion of can didates will be
made by each Member State while the
procedure for the final selection sho uld
be left to be worked out by the Execu
tive Secretariat.

ARTICLE 3

The ECOWAS Prize for research should
not only be a token but should be mat
ch ed with signif icant financial assistance
from governmental and non-governmental
organisations.

AR TICLE 4

These pr izes shoul d be presented b( the
current Chairman of the Authorltv of
Heads of State and Governmen t

ARTICLE 5

The present dec ision shall enter into force
upon signatu re and shall be pu blished in
th e Official Journal of th e Community
and t he Nat ional Gazette of each Member
State.

DONE AT COTO NOU, TH IS 29TH DAY OF
MAY, 1982 IN A SINGLE ORIG INA L IN T HE
ENGLISH AND FRENCH LANGUAGES, BOTH
TEXTS BEING EaUALL Y AUTH ENTIC.
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:1
FOR eri E AUT' .,-,RITY

~/
V ~CHAIRMAN
/ E. ' MATHIEU KER EKOU

/

A/DEC15/5/B2 DECISION RELATI NG TO THE
FINANCING AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE
EUROPE AN DEVELOPMENT FUND, THE EURO
PEAN INVEST MENT BANK, THE ITALI AN
GOV ERNMENT AND THE ECOWAS FUND.

MINDFUL of Art icle 5 of the ECOWAS T reaty
esta b lish ing th e Authority of Heads of State and
Government and def ining its composition and func
tions,

DECIDES

ARTICLE 1

To authorize the Managing Director of
the FUND to sign the financing agree
ments with the European Develo pme nt
Fun d, the European Investment Ban k and
th e Italian Government.

ART ICLE 2

This decision shall come into fo rce upo n
signature and shall be published in the
Official Journal of the Community and
in th e National Gazette of each Member
State.

DONE AT COTO NOU, THIS 29TH DAY O F
MAY, 19B2 IN A SINGL E ORI G INAL IN TH E
ENGLISH AND FRENCH LANGUAGES, BOTH
TEXTS BEING EaUALLY AUTH ENTIC.

FOR T HE AUTHORITY

/
TH" <:HAIRMAN

H. F' ,i1AT HIEU KEREKOU

A/ DEC16/5/B2 DECISION RELATI NG TO THE
ECOWAS TELECOMMUNICATI ONS PROGRAMM E

MINDFU L of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treaty
establishing .the Author ity of Heads of State and
Go vernm ent, and defining its composition and
functi ons;
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DECID ES

ARTI CLE 1

Vol. 4

D EC I D E S

A RTI CL E 1

To affi rm its commitment to the f inan
cing arrangement for the Telecommunica
t ions Programm e.

A RTICLE 2

This decision shall co me into force upon
signature and shall be publi shed in the
Off icial Journal of the Community and in
the National Gazette of each Member
State.

DONE AT COTONOU, THIS 29TH DAY OF
MAY, 1982 IN A SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE
ENGLISH AND FRENCH LANGUAGES, BOTH
T EXT S 8E ING EQUALL~AUTH ENT

FOR T :c: AUTHO' ITY
I

P ' CHAIRMAN
H :... MATHIEU KEREKOU

A/DEC/17/5/8 2 DECISION RELATING TO THE
CONSTRUCTIO N OF HEADQUARTERS OF THE
INSTITUTIONS OF THE COMMUNITY.

MIN DRUL of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treaty
establishing t he Autho r ity and def in ing its composi·
tian and funct ion;

The construct ion of the Headquarters of
the Executive Secretariat and the Fund
for Cooperation, Compensation and

Development in the Federal Republic of
Nigeria and th e Republi c of Togo res
pectively , shall be f inanced by th e
Community .

AR T ICLE 2

An Ad-hoc Min isterial Committee shall be
set up to mon itor activities connected
with the construction of these Head
quarters and to work out ways and means
of financing such act ivities. This Ad-hoc
Ministerial Committee shall be composed
of the following Member States Benin,
Guinea, Nigeria, Senegal , Sierra Leone
and Togo.

A RTIC LE 3

This decision shall come into force upon
signature and shall be publi shed in th e
Off icial Journal of the Commun ity and in
the National Gazett e of each Member
State.

DONE AT COTONOU, TH IS 29TH DAY OF
MAY, 1982 IN A SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE
ENGLISH AND FRENCH LANGUAGES, BOT H
TEXTS BEI NG EQUALLY A\!{HENTIC.

FOR T He; AUTHOR' ~ (
I

r HE C' :1-II RMAN
H. E. M,.,.HIEU KEREKOU

.--
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C/DEC1/5 /82 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL
OF MINISTERS ON THE IMPLE MENTATI ON OF
IMMEDI ATE SHORT TE RM PROJECTS

THE COUNCI L OF MIN ISTERS

CONSIDE RING Article 6 of the ECOWAS
Treaty on the creation, composition and functions
of the Council of Ministers;

MINDFUL of the Decision of the EalWAS
Heads of State and Government No. NDEC 315/81
taken in Freetown on 29 May 1981 on the Ene.-gy
Programme;

RECOMMENDS

ARTICLE 1

That Member States should implement the
Energy Immed iate Short Term Projects with the
assistance of th e Execu tive Secretariat .

DONE AT COTONOU . TH IS 26T H DAY OF
MAY 1982 IN A SINGLE FREN CH AND ENGLISH
OR IG INAL VERSION BOTH::SENTIC.

FOR THE rUNCI.

I/')/ . 1--/
HON.INT/ MIL. SIDO RE AMOUSSOU

! THE CHAIRMAN

C/DE C2/5/82 DECISION OF TH E COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS ON THE REPORT AND RECOMMEN.
DATI ONSON:

1. ENERGY FOR IN DUSTRIAL
PRODUCTI ON

2. ENERGY FOR AG RICULTURE
3. ENE RGY FOR PUBLIC USE ANO

INFRASTRUCTURE

THE COUNCIL OF M IN ISTERS

CONSIDER ING Article 6 of the ECOWAS
Treaty on the creation composition and functions
of th e Council of Ministers;

MINDFUL of t he Decision of ECOWAS Heads
of State and Government No. AlDEC 3/5/Bl take n in
Freetown on 29 May 1981 with respect to the Energy
Programme;

DECIDES

A RTI CLE 1

to adopt th e Reports and Recommendat ions
on:
1. Energy for Industrial Production
2. Energy fo r Agr icul ture
3. Energy for Public Use and Infrastructu re.

ARTICLE 2

The Executive Secretary shall assist Membe,
States in the imp lementation of th is decision which
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takes effect from the date of its signature and whic h
will be published in the Community 'S Journal and in
the Gazett e of each Memb er State.

DONE AT COTONOU. 26 MAY 1982 IN A
SING LE FRENCH AND ENGLISH VERS ION BOTH
AUTHENTIC /\

F/~~1NCI L \

HON. INTl~I L1IDO R E AMOUSSOU
THE CHAIRMAN

C/DEC315182 DECI SION OF THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS RE LAT ING TO THE LI ST OF PRID
RITY INDUST RIA L PRODUCTS FOR T HE IMPLE
MENTAT ION OF T HE T RADE L1BERALISATIO N
PROGRA".,.E.

TH E COUNCIL OF M INISTE RS

MINDFUL of Article 6 of th e ECOWAS Tr eaty
establishing the Council of Ministers, its composition
and functions;

M INDFUL of Art icle 12 of the ECOWAS
Treaty relating to Trade Li beralisation;

CONSID ERING Ar t icles 13 and 17 of the
Treaty relating to import duties and taxes and internal
indirect taxes and duties to be eliminated or harrnoni
sed;

CONSIDERING Decision N DEC l B/5/80 of
the 28th of May 1980 relat ing to th e tr ade l iberal isa
tion scheme in respect of industrial products,

DECIDES

ARTICLE 1

The industrial products satisfying the cumula
tive conditions stated below shall be considered as
"Priority Industrial products"

1. They must be industr ial products and
must originate from Member States of the
Community;

2. They must be manufactured by industries
established in t he sub-region ;

3. They must belong to the pri ori ty indus
trial sectors approved by the Council
of Ministers. The list of these sectors
approved by th e Council of Ministers
during its November 1979 session is as
follows:

Food industries
Agro-chemical industries
Agricultural machine industries
Construction materials industries
Wood industr ies
Telecommunications and electronics
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indu strie s
Petro-chemica l industries
Steel industries
Auto mobile and related industries
Pharmaceutical industries.

AR TICLE 2

1. 1 he list of the said priority industrial products
is attached to this decision .

2. The said list is not exhaustive, it can be amen
rled at any time upon request by Member States or
the Council of Ministers after consultations with the
co mpetent commission.

ARTIC LE 3

Member States shall ta ke all the necessary
measures for the implementat ion of this decision.

ARTlCLE4

This decision shall enter into force on the date
of its signa ture and shall be publ ished in the Official
Journal of th e comm unity and that of each Member
Sta te.

DONE AT COTONOU T HIS 26 TH DAY OF
MAY. 1982 IN A SINGLE FRENCH AN D ENGLISH
O RIG INAL VERSION BOTH AUT HENTIC.

FOR THE1'0l1~~

~
J .

HON. INT/M IL' ISIDORE AMOUSSOU
! TH . CHA IR',1AN

Chapter 12 Oil seeds and ol eaginous fruit, misce
llaneous grains seeds and fruit. indus
trial and medical plants

12- 02 - Flours or meals of o il seeds or
oleaginous fruit, non-defatted (exc
lud ing mustard flo ur)

Chapter 15 Animal and vegeta ble fats and o ils
and their cleavage products.p repared
edible fats, animal and vegetable
waxes

15-- 07 - Fixed vegetable oil , flui d or so lid,
crude, ref ined or purif ied

15-- 10 - Fatty acids, acid o ils from
refi ning , fatty a lcohols

ex 15-- 13 - Margar ine

Chapter 16 Preparations of meat" of fish , of
crustaceans or molluscs

16-- 01 - Sausag es and the like of meat ,
meat offa l or animal blood.

16--02 - Other prep ared or preserved meat
or meat offa l

16-- 03 - Meat ex tracts an d meat juices, f ish
ex tracts

ex 16--04 - Prepared or preserved fish , (exclu
ding caviar and its substitutes)

16--05 - Crustaceans and molluscs, pre
pared or preserved .

Chapte r 17 Sugar and sugar confection...y
(All heading s)

DESIG NAT ION OF PRODUCTS

LIST OF PRIORITY INDUSTRIAL PRODUC TS

ECOWAS
NOMEN-
CLATUR E
NUMBER

Chapter 18

ex- 1~02

18-04
18-05
18-06

Cocoa and Preparations

- Cocoa cake
- Cocoa butter (fat or oil)
- Cocoa powder, unsweetened
- Chocolate and other food pre-
parations conta ining cocoa .

Chapte r 4 .

04 .0 2

Chapt er 9
exO~O l

ex O~02

ex 90-04
ex 09-10

Chapter 11

ex 11- 01

ex 11- 04

Dairy produce, birds eggs, natural
ho ney , ed ib le produ cts of an imal
origin not elsewhere specified or
included

- Milk and cream, pre served , con
centrated or sweetened

Coff ee, Tea, Mate and Spices
- gro un d roa sted coffe e
- other b lack tea
- peppe r
- thyme, ginge r

Products of the Miring indust ry: Malt
and starches, qluten, insulin.

- maize, sorghum, mill et, rice, tonia
flo urs
cassava flou r, ya m flour

Chapter 19

1 ~02

ex- 1~03

1~08

Chapter 20

20-01

Preparat io ns of cereals, flour or
starch, pastrycooks products
- Malt extract, prep a ration s of
flour, meal, starch or malt extract
of a kind used as infan t food or fa;
dietetic or culinary, purposes, con
t aining less than 50% by weight
of cOCOa
- Couscous; Attieke , edi ble Pasta
- Pastry, biscu its , ca kes and oth er
f ine bakers wares, whether or not
co ntaining Cocoa in any proportion .

Preparations of vegetab les, fruit or
oth ... part s of plants

- Vegetables and fruit , prepared or
preserved by vinegar or acetic acid
with or without sugar , whether 0:
not co ntaining salt, spices or mustard
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20-05

20-06

20-07

Chapt er 21
ex 21-02

21-04

Chapter 22
22-08 e

Chapter 23

23--01

23--02

- Jams, fruit je llies, marmalad es,
fru it pur ee and fruit pastes being
cooked preparat io ns, whet her or not
oo nta ini ng add ed sugar .

- Fru it otherwise pr epared or pr e
ser ved, wh et her or no t oonta ining
add ed suga r o r spir it.

- Fru it juices (includi ng grap e mu st)
and vegetabl e juices, whet her or not
co nt a inin g ad ded sugar, bu t unfer
ment ed and not con tai ning sp iri t.

Misce llaneous Edible Preparations
- Coffee - processed - insta nt
co ffee

- Sauces] mixed co ndimen ts and
mi xed seaso n ings

Beverag es, Spir its and Vinegar
- Et hy l alco hol or neutral sp ir its,
und natured . o f a st rengt h of 80 or
high er, d en atu red sp ir its (includ ing
ethy l a lco ho l and ne utral spir its)
o f an y stre ngth

Resid ues and Waste from t he Food
industries/prep ared an imal food er

- Flou rs and meal s, o f meat , o ft a ls,
fi sh , curstacean s or m olluscs unfit for
human consu mpt io n, gr eaves.

- Bran, sharps and other residues
derived from t he sift ing, mill ing or
wo rki ng o f ce rea ls or of legu mi
no us vegetables

ex 25- 20
25- 22

25- 23

Chapter 27

27- 05

27-1 0

27- 11

27-1 2
27-1 3

27-14

27-1 6

27- 17

- Plast er s
- Quick lime, sla ked lim e and hyd rau-
lic lim e, o ther t han calcium o x id e and
hydro xide.
- Por tland cem en t, ce ment fo ndu,
slag cem en t, sup ersu lphate ceme nt
a nd sim ilar h ydraulic ce me nt s,
whe ther or no t co loured or in th e
form o f c lin ker.

Min eral fu e ls minera l oil s and pro
d uct s of their distillatio n:B itumino us
substa nces, m ineral waxes

- Coal gas, water gas, p roduc er ga s
and similar qases .
- Pet ro leum o ils and o ils o b tai ne d
fro m bitu minous, m ineral s. o ther 
th an crud e, preparations not else
wh ere speci f ied or included, co n
ta inin g no t less t han 70% by we ight
o f petr ol eum o ils or of oi ls obta ined
from bi tumi nou s m ineral s, these o ils
be ing the bas ic consti tu ents of the
prepara t ions.
- Pe tro leum gazes a nd ot her gaseo us

hydr ocarbons.

- Petro leu m je lly
Paraff in wax, m icro -c rysta lline

wax , s lack wax ozokerl te , lignite
wax, peat wa x .

- Pet rol eum bitumen, pet ro leu m oi ls
or of o ils obta ined from bi tu m ino us
m inera ls.
- Bitu m ino us m ix tures based o n
natu ra l aspha lt , o n mi nera l ta r or
on m inera l t ar p itch .
- Electr ic cu rrent

23-02 -- Bran, sha rps an d o t her residu es
work ing of cerea ls or of legum i
nou s vegetables

Ch apter 3 0 Ph arm aceutical products
(All headings)

23- 04

23--07

Chap ter 25

25- 07
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- Oi l-c ake and ot he r residue s (except
dregs) result ing fro m t he ext ract ion
of vegetable o ils.

_ Sweet en ed for age, o t her prepara
t ions of a kind used in an im al feed ing

Salt, Sulphur. Earths and Sto ne,
Plast eri ng Mat erials, Lim e and
Cem ent

- Clay (for example. kao lin and
bento ni te o, a n Ialus ite, kyami te and

sillim an-it e , w he t her or not ca lc ined,
bu t not incl uding expand ed clay s
falling with in head ing No. 6&-07;
mu llit e; charno tte an d din as ea rt hs.

Chapter 31
with t he ex ce
pt io n o f p re 
d uct s in ·he I

d ing 3 1- 01
e.'< 31-Pl

Chapter 38

38-11

Fertilizer s

- Guano and oth er natura l a nima l
or vegetab le fertilize rs, whether or
not ch em ically tr eat ed.

Mist. ~ lI a n eou s Ch emical Product s

- Disinfectants, insect ic id es, fungici
d es, ra t poisons, herbic ides, anti·
spront ing prod ucts, pla nt growth
regu lato rs an d sim ilar p roducts, put
u p in for ms or pack ings for sale
by ret ail or as preparat ions or art icles
(for exa mple, sulphur t reated
bands . wicks and candles f lv -papers).
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(All headings with
the except ion of
products of head ings
44-0 1 to 44-05)

Chapter 39

39--07

Chapte r 40
(headi ng 40-07
to 40- 6)

Chap ter 44

Artificial resins and plastic materials
cellulose este rs and ethers articles
thereof

_ Articles of mat erial s of th e k ind
described in headings 39-0 1 to
39-06

Rubber, synthetic rubber, fact ice,
and articles thereof

Wood and articles of wood, wood
charcoal

84· 25

Chap ter 94

cultiva tion (for example, ploughs,
harrows. cultivators . seed and fert r

Ii zer distributors); lawn and sports
ground roll ers.

- Harvesting and theshing
machinery; straw and fodder presses;
hay or grass-movers; winnowing and
similar cleaning machines for seed ,
grain or leguminous vegetables and
egg-gradi ng and ot her grad ing
machines for agricultural prod uce
(ot her tha n th ose of a king used in
th e bread grain milling indu st ry

fa lling wit hin head ing No. 84-29.

Chairs and other Seats medico and
surg ical chairs and seats, beds
and parts thereof

Chapter 69 Ceramic product s

(all head ings)

Chapter 7 3 Iron and stee l and articles thereof
(All head ingsl

- Chairs and ot he r seats whethe r
or not co nvertib le int o beds (with
th e excepti o n of those in No 94
02 and parts th ereof wood).

Chapter 34

84·24

Boil ers. machinery and mecha raca:
ap pliances: part s thereof

- . Agricultural and horucult ur s:
rnachinerv for soil prepar at ion or

ex 94 - 03 - Other furniture and parts thereof
of wood .
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C/DEC4/5/82 DECI~ION OF THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS RELATING TO THE DEFINITION
AND NOMENCLATURE OF THE NON·TARIFF
BARRIE RS WHICH MUST BE ELIMINATED AT
THE DISCR ETIO N OF MEMBER STATES WITH IN
A PE R IOD O F FOUR (41 fEAR S FROM 28TH
MAY 1981.

T HE COUNC IL OF MINISTE RS,

3 Foreign Exehange Re"str ict ior .:. (on current
transact ions).
(a) Foreign exchange licenses, visas for

imports
(b) Advance import deposits, minimum

cash margins
(c l Multiple exchange rates fo r diffe r·

ent categories of imports
(d l Import rat es d ifferent from exports

MINDF UL of Article 6 of ECOWAS Treaty
relating to the establishment, co mpos it io n and
functions of the Council of Ministers;

4 Customs Valuation
value if increasing
export price).

{such as mercurial
the relative import!

MINDFUL of Art icles 21b), 12 and 18 of the B.
ECOWAS Treaty relating to Quantitative and admini
strative restrictions to trade between Member States;

CONSID ERING decision A/DECIB/5/80 rela
t ing to trade liberalisat ion on prior ity industrial
products, name ly in its Articl e II; C.

CO NSIDERING Decision A/ DEC18/5/80
relat ing to trad e liberalisation on priority industrial
products, namely in its Artic le II;

ADMINI STRATIVE OR INDIRECT NON
TAR IFF BARR IERS
I. Surveillance licensing
2. Quantitative restrictions
3. Prior or special authorisation.

OTHER NON· TARIFF MEASURES AND
PR ACTICES OF EQU IVA LENT EFFECT
IDENT IFIED and approved as such by the

Council of Ministers (standards and technical
regu lat ions, price and quality co ntr ol, etc•...l

DECIDES

ARTICLE 1
ARTICLE 3

In accordance with Arti cles 2 (b ), 12 and 18
of the ECOWAS Treaty, th e fo llowing are considered
as non-tariff barriers to trade:

1. Restrictions, prohibition s, quotas, quanti·
tative and restriction s of similar nature;

1. Without prejudice t o the prov isions of Article
2 of th is Decision, the elimination of no n-tariff
barriers referred to in Article 2, paragraph A 3 above
shall be carried out after the problems of monetary
cooperation and convertibility of currencies within
the Community wou ld have been solved.

2. Administrative barriers to intra-Community 2. The Executive Secretariat of ECOWAS as well
trade, and as th e Com mittee of Governors of Central Banks

are ent rust ed with the responsibil ity ofstudying ways
3. Any other non-tariff measures or practices and means of finding a solution to th ese problems

of equivalent effect identified and appro- as soon as possible.
ved by the Council of Ministers.

ARTI CLE 2

The nomenclature of non-tariff barr iers to be
eliminated at the discretion of Member States within
a pe riod of fou r (4) years from the 28th of May,
1981 is draw n up as fo llows:

A. DIRE CT OR LEGAL NON·TA RIF F
BARRIERS

1. Pro bibujons
(a) Absolute prohibit ions
(b ) Relat ive proh ibitions

2. Quantitative Restrictions
(a) Restrictive licensinq fo r imports
(b) Glo bal qu o ta for imports
(c) Country quota for imports
(d) Impor t quo ta linked with expo rt

performance of the purchase of
products of local origin

(e) Seasonal restrictions on imports

3 . Member States shall take all necessary ste ps to
assist the Executive Secretariat in effecting, as soon
as possible, the convertibility of cu rrencies within
th e sub-region.

ARTICLE 4

Without preju dice to the provisions of Article
2 of th is decis ion, the eliminat ion of NTB's comprises
th e issue of state monopolies In th is respect, th e
ECOWAS Secreta riat is d irected, togeth er with th e
Trade, Custo ms, Imm igration, Mon etary and Pav
ments Commission, to . undertake a study into the
implications of state trading and monopolies on the
eliminat ion of NTB's . Th e Mem ber States co ncerned
shall t ake all th e necessary ste ps to facilit ate th e pro '
posed stu dy wii h in the fra mework of this man date .

AR TICLE 5

Th is nomenclatu re is no t exhaustive, it may be
supplemented any time by decision of Council u pon
the advice of the Trade, Customs, Immigration,
Monetary and Pay ments Commission.
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ARTICLE 6

Member States agree to take necessary steps
for the implementation of this decision and will
notify the Executive Secretariat accord ingly

ARTICLE 7

This decision shall enter into forc e upon
signature and shall be pUbli~hed in ~h.. Official
Journal of the Community and," the Official Gazette
of each Member State.

DONE AT COTONOU, 26 MAY 1982 IN A
SINGLE FRENCH A ND ENGLISH ORIGINAL
VERSIO N 80TH AUTHENTIC

m!'7J79
I •

HON. IrfiT. ¥i'L. I. I. AMOUSSOU.
ITH E CHA IRMAN

C!DEC5/5/82 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS RELATING TO THE PLANNING OF
TRADE FAIRS

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

CONSCIOUS of t he importa nt rol e played by
trade promotion activit ies such as fairs and exhibi 
t ions in the development of t rade between the
Member Statesof the Commun ity ;

NOTI NG that t he quasi-simultaneous orqanlss
t ion of fairs and other trade promotion activities
within the sub-reqic n reduce the ch ances of success
of such promotion measures;

DECIDES

TO DIRECT the Execut ive Secretariat in colla
boration with the interested co unt ries and the West
African Chambers of Com merce to convene as soar
as possible a meeting to discussthe possible establish
rnent of a system of consultation between ECOWAS
!II'ember States for the planning of trade fairs.

DONE AT COTONOU THIS 26TH DAY 0
MAY, 1982 IN A SINGLE FRENCH AN D ENGLIS
ORIGI NAL VERSION BOTH AUTHENTIC.

FORTH~'IL

()jJ
HON. I NT.~L. ISIDORE AMOUSSOU

THE CHAIRMAN

C/DEC 6/5 / 82 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF
rYIlNISTERS RELATING TO WORKING METHODS
OF THE COUNCIL

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

MINDFUL of Article 6 of th e Treaty of the
Economic Community of West African Statesestabli·
shing the Council of Ministers and determining its
composition and funct ions;

CONSCIOUS of t he need to ensure the smoot h
running of the Coun cil's mee tings by the ado pt ion
of a format working method;

DECIDES

ARTICLE 1

Reports of the Technical and Specialised
Commissions and the inst itutions or organs shall
always be accornpanied bv an appendix sett ing out
clearly the decision s requested of Council or recomm
ended to Council.

ARTICLE 2

Council w ill normally make general comm ents
on these repor ts and t hen take note of them. A
summary of the co mments of Council shall be embo
died in the report of the proceedings of Counci l
and this would natura ltv be made available to the
Commission or Instituti ons concerned.

ARTICLE 3

After noting the repo rt. Council will then
consider the draft decisions or reco mmenda tions .
amend them if necessary and adopt or reject them ,
where draft dec isio ns or recommendations are
rejected, Counci l may elabora te its o wn decision,
decide not to take any dec ision on the matt er, or
refer the matter back to th e Commi ssion or institu
tion with appro priate direct ives.

DONE AT COTONOU THIS 26TH DA Y OF
MAY, 1982 IN A SINGLE FRENCH AN D ENGLI SH
ORIGINA L VERSION BOTH AUTH ENTIC.

'2~~,Ej7)
HON. INTI MIL. " IDORE A MOUSSOU

! TH CHA IRMAN
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C/DEC7/5 /82 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF
MIN ISTE RS RELATING TO SEPARATION
A LLOWAN CE PAID TO STATUTORY APPOIN
TEES.

THE COUNC IL OF MINISTERS

DECIDES

TO direct the Committee of Finance Experts to
study th e whole issue of the payment of separation
allowance to Statutory Appo intees and advise the
Counci l at its next session.

DONE AT COTONOU TH IS 26TH DAY OF
MA Y, 1982 IN A SINGL E FRENCH AND ENGLISH
OR IGINAL VERSION 80TH AU THENTIC.

FOR~E70l"'19

/ /;
HON . Irh . ¥i'LI. I. AMOUSSOU.

TH E CHA IRMAN

C/D EC.8 15/82 DECISION OF TH E COUNCIL OF
MIN ISTERS RELATING TO THE ESTABLISH·
MENT OF AN AD HOC MINISTERIA L COMMI·
TTEE TO STUDY AND FORMULATE A SHORT
TERM REVIVAL PROGR AMME OF COMMU NITY
ACT IV ITIES.

T HE COUNCIL OF MI NISTERS

MINDFUL of Articl e 6 of the ECOWAS Tr ea ty
establish ing the Council of Ministers and defi ning its
co mposition and funct ions;

CONSIDE RING the Report of tne Eleventh
Session o f the Coun ci l of M inisters held at Cotono u
from 21st to 26m May, 1982 especiall y paragraph
14 of the Report concerning the account given by
each Memb er State on measures taken at th e national
level towards the implementat ion of Commun ity
decisions and probl ems encountered;

CONSIDERING the Executive Secretary' s No te
')f Synt hesis o n the issue and the presentation made
by each of the delegations to the meet ing;

CONSID ERING that after sever. (71 years of
existence it has become Imp erat ive to translate int »
mo re conc rete act ion through socio-eco nomic act !v l ·

ties the relentless po litical goodwill that has so ofte n
been re-affirmed by the ECDWAS Heads of State and
Governme nt;

REFERRING to the Programme of Action
proposed in th is regard by Benin and the amend
ments thereto by Senegal, Togo and Guinea,
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DECIDES

A RTI CLE 1

It is hereby created an Ad Hoc Ministeria l
Committee compr ising Benin, Guinea, Nigeria, Sene
gal, Sierra Leon e and Togo to study and propose to
Counc il at its next Session, specific actions that
shou ld be taken by ECOWAS to tran slate into reality
and in more practica l terms th e relentless po lit ical
goodwi ll for co operation that has so often been re
affirmed by the Heads of State and Government.

A RTICLE 2

The Ad Hoc Minister ial Committee is directed
to fulf il its assignment:

a. by carry ing out an in-depth analysis of the
statements made by Member States during th e
delib eratio ns of the Eleventh Sess ion of the
Council of Ministers in Coto nou and the
Summary of Discussions submitte d by the
Secretariat;

b. by making proposals for the implementation
of the Program me o-f Act ion proposed by
I'ENIN and supported by Guinea, Senegal and
Togo, and any other contributions made by a
Member State.

c. by analysing the dec isio ns and resoluti ons
of the Author ity wit h a view to harmoniz ing
them wit h the Provision s of the ECOWAS
Treaty and Protoco ls .

ART ICLE 3

The Execu tive Sec retary and the Managing
Director o f the Fund are directed to give every assis
tance to thf: Ad-Ho c Co mm ittee and provide it w ith
the necessa ry sec retarial facil ities.

ART ICLE 4

This Dec ision shall come in to force upon viqna
ture and shall be publ ished in the Off icial Journal
of the Comrnunitv and in the National Gazette of
each Me mber State .

DONE AT COTONOU ON THI S 26TH DAY
OF MA Y, 1982 IN ONE SINGLE OR IGI NA L IN
TH E ENGLI SH AND FRECNH LANGUIIGES,
BOTH T EXT S BEING EQUA LLY AUTHENT IC.
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C/RE S 1/ 5/82 RESOL UTION OF TH E COUNCIL
OF M INIS TERS REL ATING TO THE CANO IDACY
OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLI C OF BEN IN FOR
THE POST OF DEPUTY SECRETA RY GENERA L
OF THE INTERNATION A L TE LE·COMMUN ICA·
TI ONS UN ION.

TH E COUNCIL OF MIN ISTER S

M IND FU L of Article 6 of the Treaty estabbsh
ing the Counc il of Mi nisters and defining its compos;
t ion and functions;

CONSID ERING the appli cat ion made by the
People's Republic of Benin concerning her candi 
dacy for the post of Deputy Secretary General
of the Int ernational Telecommu nications Un ion;

CONSIDERii"G th e interest that such candi 
dacy holds for the Communit y within the Iramewor k
0 1 the imp lementa t ion uf the ECOWAS telecomm 
unicatio ns programm e;

REOU EST

Member Sta tes of the Economic Community
of West African States to give their full support to
this cand idacy .

DONE AT COTONLl) TH IS 26TH DAY OF
MAY 1982 IN A SINGLE FR ENCH AND ENGLISH
ORIGINAL VERS ION BOTH AU TH ENT IC.

FO/_E.CO/)

; · ~V
S. E. I N T." ~I L.,4~O R E AMOUSSO U

H IE CHA IRMAN
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