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A/SP3/5/80 SUPPLEMENTARY PROTOCOL
AMENDING ARTICLE VIII OF THE FRENCH
TEXT OF THE PROTOCOL RELATING TO THE
DEFINITION OF THE CONCEPT OF PRODUCTS

ORIGINATING FROM MEMBER STATES
(TREATMENT OF MIXTURESI

THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES

MINDFUL of Artic le VIII of the Protocol relating
to the definition of the concept of products: origins·
ting from Member States;

CONSIDERING th at th e English and French texts
of th e second paragraph of the said Art icle are not
identical;

CONVINCED that the English text ismore sans
factory;

ANXIOUS to eliminate all d iff iculties tha t could
hinder the applicat ion of the Treaty and the annexed
Protocol s;

DESIROUS of concludin g an Additional Protocol
relating to the amendment of Article B of the Franch
text of the Protocol relating to the definit ion of th e
concept of products originating from Member States;

HAVE AGREED AS FOL LOWS:

Article I

Article VIII of th e French text of the Protocol
relating to the definition of th e conce pt of products
originating from Member States is modified IS
follows:

TREATMENT OF MIXTURES
New Article VIII

1. "In the case of mixtures not being groups, set or
assemblies of goods dealt with under Art icle X of
thi s Protocol, a Member Sta te may refuse to
accept 8S originating in a Member . State any

product resulting from th e mixing tog ether of
goods which would qualify as originating in the
Member State with goods which would not qua
lify, if the characte ristics. of the product as a
whole are not euent ially different from the
Ow_ istics of the goods which hava been
mbutd".

2. "In " case of part icular products for which the
Council of Ministers finds it desirabla to acoapt
mixing IS envisaged under paragraph 1 of this
Article, such products may be considered as ori·
ginating from Member States, subject to such
conditions as the Council of Ministers may fix
upo n the recommendation of the Commission,
in respect of th.e part utilised in th e mixing which
could be proved to be originat ing from Member
States" .

Art lcla II

DEPOSIT AND ENTRY INTO FORCE

1. The present Additional Protocol shall antar into
force provisionally upon . ignatu ra by tha Haads
of StaIR and Government of Member States and
definitively upo n rat if icat ion by at least seven
signatory States in conformity with tha consti
tutionsl procedu res for each Mamber State.

2. The present Addit ional Protocol as well a. all
Instruments of Rat ificat ion shall be <l,eposited with
the Executive Secretariat which shall t ransmit
t rue cert ified copies of the present Addit ional
Protocol to all Member States, not ify them of the
dates of deposit of the Instrument of Ratification
and .shall register the Present Addit ional Protocol
with the Organisation of African Unity, the Uni
tad Nations Organisat ion and any other Organisa
tions th at the Council may ja. ignate ;

3. Tha present Ad<jjtional Protocol II annexed to and
forms an Integral part of the Treaty.

IN FAITH WHEREOF WE THE HEADS OF
STATE AND GOVER NMENT OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATE

HAVE SIGNED THIS ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL

DONE AT LOM E THIS 28 DAY OF MAY, 1980 IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE ENGLISH AND

FRE NCH LANGUAGES BOTH TEXTS BEING EQUALLY AUTHENTIC

olonel Mathieu KEREKOU
President of the People's

Rapublic of Benin

. .. . .... . . H:e:M;. 5i;;'~dn' AKE' .
Minister of Foraign Affai rs
For and on behalf of the

President of the Republic of
Ivory Coast
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Cal DECISION OF THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS
OF STATE

A!DEC15/6 /BO DECISION OF THE AUTHORITY
OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF
THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRI·
CAN STATES REtATING TO THE FIXING OF
THE DESIRABLE LEVEL OF NATIONAL PARTI ·
CIPATION IN THE EOUITY CAPITAL OF
INDUSTRIAL ENTERPRISES WHOSE PRODUCTS
BENEF IT FROM PRE FERE NTIAL DUTY

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERN MENT,

Community and the Naticnal Gazette
of each Member Sta te .

Don e at · Lome t his 28th day of May. 1980
in single original in the English and French langu
ages; both texts being equally authentic .

For th e Authority

. :::1.
:J , :f

MINDFUL of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treaty
esta blishing the Authori tV of Heads of State and
Government and def ining its composit ion and tunc
lions,

DECIDES

Arti cle I L The level of participation by nationals
of Member States in the equ ity capital
of industrial enterprises 85 well as the
corresponding periods of impl ementa
tion are hereby fixed as indicated
below:

28 May 19B1 20%
2B May 1983 35%
28 May 1989 51%

ii. The llst of enterprises fulf illing the
co nditions fixed in Articl e 1.1 above
shall be drawn up and sent to th e
Executive Secretariat by the com 
petent authority responsible for in
dustrial affairs in each Member State
on the basis of a dossie r presented by
the enterprises concerned and contain
ing the following informat ion:

a. Identit y of the lnd ustr lal enterprise,
legal status, headquart ers

The Chairman

A/D EC16/S/BO DECISION OF THE AUTHORITY
OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF
THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST
AFRICAN STAT ES RELAT ING TO THE AMEND
MENT OF PARAGRAPH 2 OF ARTICLE VIII OF
THE FRENCH T EXT OF THE PROTOCOL
RELAT ING TO TH E DEF INITION OF THE
CONCEPT OF PRODUCTS ORIGI NATI NG FROM
MEMBER STATES

THE AUTHORI TY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVER NMENT

MINDFUL of Article 5 of th e ECOWAS Treaty
establishing th e Authority of Heads of State and
Government and defining its compositions and
functions;

DECID ES

Art icle I Paragra ph 2 of Arti cle VI II of the French
te xt of the Protocol relating to the
definition of the concept of products
originating from Member States is hereby
amended as foll ows:

New paragraph 2

b. Nature of activ ity

c. Equity capital and its ownership
structure

percentage held by th e Member
Sta te
percentage held by nat iuna ls of
the Membe r State
percentage he ld by nat ionals of
other Member States
perce ntage held by fore igners

The Executive Secretariat shall give to
each enterprise concerned an Authori
satio n Number that shall necessarily be
quoted on t he ECOWAS Cert ificate of
Origin, and shall inform Member States
accordi ngly.

Art icle 2 Paragraph 2 of Article II of the Protocol
relating to the definition of originat ing
products sha ll be consequ ently modified.

Article 3 The present Dec ision shall come into
force upo n signatu re and shall be pub
lished in the Officia l Journal of the

' In the case of part icular products
where it is, however, recognised by
COUNCIL to be desirable to permit
mixing of th e kind described in para
graph 1 of this Art icle, such products
shall -be considered as or iginat ing in the
Member States, subject to such condi
t ions as may be fixed by the COUNCIL
upon the recommendation of the Co
mmission, in view of the part used in the
mixing that can be proved to be origina
ting from Member States:"

Article 2 The present Decision shall come into
fo rce upon signature and shall be pub
lished in the Off icial Journal of th e Com
munity and in the National Gazette of
each Member State.

Done at Lome on this 28th May, 1980 in single
original in the English and French languages both
texts being equally authent ic.

For th e Authority
. ~
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A/DEC17/5/80 DECISION OF THE AUTHOR ITY
OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVE RNMENT OF
THE ECONOMIC COMMUtllTY OF WElT
AFRICAN STATES RELATING TO THE MODlFI
CAnON OF ARTICLE 2 PARAGRAPH 2 OF THE
PROTOC OL RELATING TO THE ASSESSMENT
OF LOSS OF REVENUE OF MEMBER STATES
OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST
AF RICAN STATES

TH E AUTHOR ITY OF HEADS OF STATE
AN D GOVE RNMENT

MINDFUL of Article 5 of the Treaty establishing
t he Authority of Head s of Sta te and Govern ment
end defining its composition and fu nct ions.

DECIDES

Article I Paragraph 2 of Art icle 2 of the Protocol
relat ing to the Assessment of Loss of
Ravenu e of Member States of the Econo·
mic Community of West African Sta tes.
is modified as fo llows :

"2. Tha Assessmant of lossas shall be
no tified and t ha payment of cornpen
sati ons shall be effected at the sam. tim e
to all beneficiary Member States".

Article 2 The present Decision shall co me into
force upon signature and shall be 'pub
Iished in t he Off icial Journal of the
Commu rity and in the Nations.1 Gazette
of each Member State.

Done at Lome 28 May, 1980 in single or iginal
in the English and French languages, both texu
being equally authentic.

For the Authority

'"3=

A/ DEC 111'/5/80 DECISION OF THE AUTHORITY
OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF
THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST
AFRICAN STATES RELATING TO TRADE LIBE·
RALIZATION IN INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT

MINDF UL of the Treaty establishing t he Econo·
mic Community of West African States and especi ally
iU Articles 5,13 and 17.

CONSIDERING Decision No.5 of the Council
of Ministers Meeting of 25th May, 1980

6

DECIDES

Article I - T RADE LIBERALIZATION IN INDUS
TR IAL PRODUCTS AND ELIMI NA·
TION OF TARIFF BARRI ERS SHAL L
BE GOV ERNED BY THE FOL LOWING
SCHEDULES:

SCHEDULE I

a. ProdUCIJof Community Entllrprls..

Such products shell be liberalized immediately
thay ara produced and they shall have tree
lICC8U to the Community market duty free.

b. Priority Industrial Products to anjoy accela
rated Liberalization

Such products shall be liberalised over a period
of four (4) years at the foll owing rate: 25, 50,
75 and 100 per cent which sha ll be implemented
on the 28th of May of the vears 1981, 1982,
1983 and 1984 respectively.

c. Othar Products

Such products shall be liberal ized over a per iod
of six (6) years at the follo.wing rate : 15,30,50,
70, 90 and lOOper cant which shall be irnple
monted on the 28th of May of the years 1981,
1982, 1983 , 1984, 1985 . nd 1986 respectivelv.

2. THE TARI FF ELIMINAT ION SCHE ME STI·
PULATED IN SCHEDULE I ABOVE S HA LL
APPLY TO IVORY COAST, GHANA, NIGERIA
AND SENEGAL

SCHEDULE II

a. Products of Community Entarprises

Such products shall be liberalized immediately
they are produced and they shall have f ree access
to the Community market duty free .

b. Priority Industrial Prod ucts to enjoy Accela
rated Liberalization

Such products shall be liberalized over a period
of six (6) years at the rate of 15, 3D, 50, 70,
90 and lOOper cent which shall be Implemented
on t he 2Bth of May of the years 19B1, 1982,
1983,1984,1985 and 1986 resp ectively.

c. Other Products

Such products shall be liberali zed over. per iod
of eight (8) years at the rate of 10, 20, 3D, 45,
60, 75, 90 and 100 per cent which shall be
implemented on th e 28th of May of the years
198 1, 1982, 1983, 1984, 1985, 1986, 1987
and 1988 respective ly.

3 . THE TARIF F ELIMINATIO N SCHE ME ST I·
PULATED IN SCHEDULE II A80VE SHA LL
APPLY TO BENIN, CAPE VERDE, GAMBII\,
GUINEA, GUINEA BISSAU, UPPER VOLTA,
L18ERIA, MALI, MAURITANIA, NIGER,
SIERRA LEONE AND TOGO
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A,tide II ELIMINATION OF NON·TARIFF
BARRIERS

For the purposes of eliminlting non 
tariff barriers th e following scheme sha ll
I pply:
1 All Member States shill be treated on

• the same leve l. .
2. The r-emod of liberoliu tion shill be

left to the discre1ion of Member
Stites.

3. Libe rliu tion shill be undertlken
at II fast er fate than uriH barriers
and sha ll be eliminated over II pe
ri od of tour {4} years commencing
fro m the 28th May, 1981.

Art icle III Su bject to the provisions of Decisions
No . 5 of the Council of Ministers of
25 th May, 1980, this dec ision ' hall
enter into fo rce on 28th May. 1980 ,
upon signatu re and shall be published the
Off icial Journal of t he Community and
in the Nat iona l Ga zette of respect ive
Member States.

Don e a t Lom e t his 28t h May. 1980 in sing le or igi
nal in the Eng lish and French languages both texts
be ing eq ually authentic.

For COUnfi j Ministers

~/ ..
Th e Ch airman

AJDEC19/5180 DECISION OF THE AUTHORITY
OF HEADS OF STATE" AND GOVERNMENT OF
THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST
A FRICAN STATE S RELATING TO THE APPLI ·
CATION OF THE COMPENSATI ON PROCEDURES
FOR THE LOSS OF REVE NUE SUFFERED BY
ECOWAS MEMBER STATES AS A RESULT OF
THE TRADE LIBERALIZATION PROGRAMME

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT

MINDFU L of th e Treaty of t he Econo mic Com
munity of West African States and especia lly Arti cles
13, 20 , 50 and 52:

MINDFUL of th e Pro tocol re lating to the assess '
me nt of loss of revenue recorded by Memb er Sta tes
of the Communi ty ;

MIND FU L of the Pro tocol relating to th e Fund
lot Coopera t ion . Co mpensation and Deve lopment
a t the Community and especially Article 2 fa}:

MINDFU L of decision No. 4 of the Authority
da ted 2Bth May.19BO relating to th e Trad e Liberati
lation Programme of the Communitv ;

Article I

CHAPT ER I : DEFIN I nONS AND PROCEDURES

The loss of revenue suff ered by a Member State
d ue to the im pl ementat ion of th e Treaty constitu tes

th e total shortfall in rece ipts recorded by thlt Mem·
ber State IS a result of Trade Liberalization within
the Comm unity.

This is equal to the difference between the revenue
th at would hive acaued if the most favoured nation
rite or th e general f lte . .... icheYef. was applicable
Ind ccnsoudated on 28 Moy, 1979, and the letual
reve nue collected by using the preferential rate of
d uty derived from th e liberalization programme as
decided by the Council of Ministen.

Article 2

The preferent ial rate of duty shal l be the ditte
rence between the ra te appl icable to the third
country benefitt ing from th e most favo ured Nation
clause and the prod uct of th is rate by applying th e
liberalizati on rate resu lting from th e libe rali zation
programme, decided by the Aut hority of Heads of
State and Go vernment.

In the event of th e favoured Nat ion rate not gran
ted to third country , th e prefere ntial rate o f taxat io n
shall be the d iffer ence between the ra te o f co mmo n
dut ies consolida ted in May , 1979 and the product
of this ra te der ived by app tying the libe ralization rate
resu ltinq fro m th e libe ralizati on programme decided
by th e Autho rit y of Heads of State and Government.

Arti cle 3

The rate applicable to countries benefitting fro m
th e mo st favoured nation clause to be taken into
account shall be th e rate in force by the date of
consolidation of ta riff and non -tari ff barriers , that
i' to say 2B May, 1979.

Article 4

Th e importi ng Member State shall attach to its
req uest for compensation for loss in revenue a sum
mar y of customs decla ra tions for home consum pt ion
and corresponding cert ificates of origin as well as
expo rts declaration accompanying the product.

The dossie r for the request fo r compensa tio n sha ll
also be accompanied by the summary record of the
re-exported originating prod ucts wh ich have been
subject o f compensation. The movement certi ficates,
certificates of o rigin and co nsumpt ion cert if icates
must be attached to this summary record.

The dossie r for th e request for compensatio n must
reach th e Exe cu tive Secretariat with in the first
mon ths fo llowing th e pe riod under consideratio n .

Art ic le 5

Th e Sec retariat shall verify t he d iffe rent items
contained in th is doss ier.

Art icle 6

Th e calcu lat ion o f th e amount of losses to be
compensated shall be un de rt ake n in respect o f eac h
Member State onthe basi s of the to tal, losses incurred
from th e impo rt a tion of ind ust ria l or iginat ing
products, less the amount of lo sses attribu ta b le to
indust rial or iginati ng prod ucts wh ich were object of
re-exportat ion,

7
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ArtIcle 7

CHAPTER II : BUDGET FOR COMPENSATION

The budget for compensat ion i~ equal to the
aggregate of loss in revenue incurred by all Member
States due to the implementation of the provisions of
the Treaty relating to Trade Libera lization.

Articl e 8

The budg et for compensat ion of a given yea r is
equal to th e budget for compensat ion of the
preceding year adjusted for changes in th e rate of
preferential dut ies and the projected growth in the
volume of intra -community tr ad e.

Article 9

The contribution of a Member State to th e com 
pensat ion budg et is calcula ted on the basis of the
country 's shar e in th e value of to tal intra -commu
nity exports in orig 1atln9 manufactured products .

Article 10

The payment of contribution to the eempensa
tio n budget shall be done in conv ertible currency by
Member States latest on the 31st of J anuary of the
fiscal year under cons ideration.

Article 11

CHAPTER III: PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION

The payment of co mpensation to a Member State
shall be calculated subjeot to deduct ions of any short
fa lls in revenu e recorded in respect of nriginati ng
products imported by this Member State wh ich may
be identified as re-exported goods.

Article 12

Losses in reven ue resu lting from th e pre ferent ial
dut ies shall be fully compensated for. However , for
reasons of solidarity the Council of Ministe rs decided
that one fifth ·( 1/5) of the losses suffered by th e four
more developed countries, i.e. Ivory Coast , Ghana,
Nigeria an d Sen egal sha ll be subjected to redist ribu
tion in the foll owing manner :

t. During th e first f ive (5) years of the trade {ibera
lizat ic' .• th is one f ilth (1/5) sha ll be made fully
available to the least de veloped Sta tes and sha ll
be inversely proport ional to th e coefficient of the
cont ribut ion of Member Stat es to the budget of
th e Commu nit y.

H. After th is period of five (5) years, this one fifth
(1/5) shall be given to all the sixt een Member
St ates on the above-mention ed basis.

Art icle 13

The Council of Ministers shall define the condi
tions govern ing . t he use of th is one f ilth 11/51 by
Member States.

8

Article 14

CHAPTER IV: 'MODALITIES AND FREQUENCY
OF PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION

Th e payment of compensation shaU be made
wit hin th irty days following the end of each quarter
on th e presentation of the application dowment
provided the claim being mad e is valid.

i. However. at the beginning of each budget year
each Member Staee shall be paid in ad vance of a
quarter of the est imated loss it may have suHe red
during th e year und er consideration.

ii. Furthermore, all rights of eligibility for com
pensation shall cease five years after the budget
und er considerat ion .

Article 15

The payment of compensati on to any Member
State shall be subject to payment of co ntributions to
th e compensat ion budg et by the Member State con 
cern ed and the presentation of a dossier fo r request
for compensation within the prescribed time limits.

Article 16

Any delay in th e payment of th e con tributions to
the compensation bud get or th e commun icat ion of
necessary info rmation for th e-implementation of th e
mechanism and the procedures relat ing to th e com
pensation fo r loss of revenue will lead to the
automatic suspension of rights to compensation
unt il the above-mentioned ob ligat ions are fulfilled.

Article 17

The payment of compensat ion shall be done in
convertible ·currency in principle, the same currency
used by. the Member States fo r the payment of its
contribut ion to the com pensat ion budget.

Article 18

CHAPTER V: ENTRY INTO FORCE

Th e presen t Decision shall come into for ce on th e
date of the entry into force of the Trade Liberal i
sat ion programme and shall be published and regis
tered wherever necessary and particu larly in the
Off icia l Journal of the Com munity and th e National
Gazette of each Member State.

Don e in Lom e this 28th day of May. 1980 in
single original in the English and Fren ch languages,
both texts being equally auth enti c .

For the Authority

' -::;1:.
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A/DEC20/5/B{) DECISION OF THE AUTHORITY
OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF
THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST
AFRIC AN STATES RELATING TO THE
TRANSPORT PROGRAMME

• THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE
AND GOVERNMENT

MINOFUL of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treaty
establishing the Author ity of Heads of Sta te and
Governm et n and defining its composition and
functions;

DECIDES

Article I The Executive Secreta ry is directed to
carry out the follo wing Tran sport Pro
gramme:

A. SHORT-TERM PROG k AMME

8. Road Transpo rt
1. Study and adoption of TI E and

TRIE Convention by th e Com
munity

2. Harmonisation of Road Transport
Legislations in ECOWAS Member
States

3. Harmonisation of road-control sys
tems within the Community

4. Study of cost of road transport and
road taxationin the Community
(Inter-State axes I

5. Study of the realisation of the Trans
Sahelian DAKAR' N'DJAMENA
Road

2. Study of the establishment of an
ECOWAS Multinational Mariti me
Transport Company.

3. Study Df harbour operations, tor
malities and customs documents.

4. Study of harbour sto cking and
warehousing.

d. Rivar Tra nsport
Mon itoring of pro jects for the devel
opment of inland wate rways in the
sub-regio n.

8 . Air Transport
1. Harmon isation and simplif ication of

airport formalitie s.

2. Study of cooperation between Air
Transport Companies of ECOWAS
Member States and the. possibility
of establishing an ECOWAS Air Com
pan y.

f . Multi -mod al Transport
Establishment of a Regional Institute
of Transport

B. LONG-TERM PROGR'AMME

a. Road Transport
Realisation of the Tra ns-West African
NOUA KCHOTT-DAKAR
N'DJAMENA and LAGOS
NOUA KCHOn road network

b. Rail Transport
1. Realisation of the Upper Volta

Niger·Tego and Upper Volta- Mali
rail link.

7. Realisation of an ECOWAS Automo
bile Insurance System.

b. Rail Transport
1. Economic Feasibility Stu dy on an

Upper Volta · Niger · Togo and
Upper Volta - Mali rail link.

6. Study of the realisation
LAGOS • NOUAKCHOn
Costal Road

of the
Trans-

2. Realisat ion of the Kankan-Barnako
or Kouroussa·Bamako rail link.

3. Realisation of the Trans-Sahelian
Railway .

4. Realisation of the Lagos-Cot onou
Lome-Accra Coastal rail link.

c. Air Transport
Study of th e market potential of
ECOWAS exports by air.

2. Study of th e Guin ea - Mali rail link:
Varian ts: Kanka n · Bamakol
Kouroussa - Bamako.

3. Study of th e Trans - Sahelian railway.

4 . Technical and Economic feas ibilty
st ud ies of a Lagos - Cotonou . Lome
Acc ra coa stal rail link.

c. Maritime Transport
1. Creation of free - zones at sea ports

for til e use of land - locked countries.

d. M.rit ime Tra nsport
Study of a regional scheme for port
shipment .

Art icle 2 Th e Executive Secretary is authori sed
to take all necessary measur es for the
exe cut ion of the Transport Programm e
mentioned in Arti cle 1.

Art icle 3 Thi s Decision shall enter into te rce upo n
signature and shall be published in the
Official Journal of the Community and

9
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in the National Gazette of th e respective
Member States.

Done It Lome on \his 28 dlY of MIY l lll10 in
single origiN! in \he English end French lIngu.g.s,
bom ,",xts be Ing IqUllly l umentic.

Articl e 5 The present decision ' shall enter- into
force from th e date of signing it and shall
be pu blished in the Officia l Journal of the
Community and the Offici al Gazettes of
Member States.

<

Fe< the Authority

'4J , :.f :::=:::::.
The Chlirllllfl

Done It Lome on mis 281h doy of Mly Illl10
in single original copy in English and French L.ngu
oges: both texts being equally authentic.

Fe< \he Aume<ity

A/ DEC21/5180 DECISION OF THE AUTHORITY
OF HEADS OF STAT/, AND GOVERNMENT OF
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF .wEST AFRICAN
STATES RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF A SPECIAL FUND FOR TelECOMMUNICA
TIONS

'3:

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE
AND GOVERNMENT

MINDF UL of Article 5 of ECOWAS Treaty es
tlblishing the . Aut hority of Heads of State and
Government and defining its co mpos it ion and func 
tion s:

DECIDES

ESTABLISHMENT OF A SPECIAL FUND
FO R TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Article 1 There shall be esta blished for the Tele·
co mmunicat ions Administrations of
Member State, • Spec; 11 Fund for Tele
communications herein after referred to.as
Special Fund,

Article 2 Th is Special Fund shall be and rem ain
annexed to the ECOWAS Fund for
Compensat ion, Co-operat ion and Devel·
opment .

OBJECTIVES OF THE SPECI AL FUND

Arti cle 3 i. The Special Fund shall guarantee
loans requested by Member States
with a view to imp roving and devel
oping their Te lecommun icat ions
networks.

li. The Special Fu nd shall gran t sub ven
tio ns to Member States which shall
apply fo r such subv enti on s fo r the
imp ro vement and maintenance of the
equipme nt of their Telecommunica
tions networ ks (tra ining and re
fresher courses for techn icians; pro
curement of spa re parts and measure
instruments).

A/DEC22/5/80 DECISION OF THE AUTHORITY
Oc HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF
; . oE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRI
CAN STATES RELATING TO THE CREATION
OF AN ; INFORMATI ON SERVICE ANO THE
HARMONISATION OF THE MARKETS WITHIN
THE SUB·REGION

THE AUTHORI TY OF HEADS OF STATE
AND GOVERNMENT

MINDF UL of Article 5 of the Treaty of
ECOWAS establi shing t he Aut hority of Heads of
State and Government , and defini ng its composi
t ion and funct ion s,

DECIDES

Art icle 1 Th e esta blishment of an information
service cen tre for th e harmonisation of
mar ket cond itions with in ECOWAS for
th e pur pose of developi ng trade in cur 
rent and furture agricu ltural surpluses.

Art icle 2 The role of this centre sha ll be th e supp ly
of info rmation on the mar kets of short
ages or surpluses in the Sub-Region, t he
d issemination of th e pr ices of Com mu
nity food -stu ffs and other market infor 
mati on on the impo rt and export needs
withi n ECOWAS.

Art icle 3 This centr e shall be at t ached to the
Trade, Custo ms, Immigrat ion, Monetary
and Payme nts Department.

Don e at Lome on th is 28 th May. 1980 in single
original in th e English and French Languages bo th
texts being equa lly authent ic.

For th e Author ity

Arti cle 4
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MISCELLAN EOUS PRO VISIONS

The modali ties for th e management and
financing of th e Special Fund shall be
determinec.

'3:
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(bl DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

CIDEC115f79 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS RELATING TO THE ECOWAS
FEDERATI ON OF CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

The Counc il decided that for tha maantime the
ECOWAS Federation of Chembers of Commerce
shou ld be acco rded observer sta tus . The Executive
Secretary was, however, requested to look into th e
prospect of grant ing the Fede ration a higher status
in future.

CIDEC2/5f79 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS ON CUSTOMS LEGISLATION

In view of the harmonisation exercise currently
going on among some member countries and the
diff iculty in submitting the various custom, legisla
tions of Member States to the Secretariat, between
now and May 28th 1979. Th e Council decided to
recommend to the Authori ty to make 1st J uly, 1979,
the deadline for submission of all the relevant
customs legislations to the Secretariat.

CfDEC3/5n9 DECISIO N OF THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS ON MATTERS RELATING TO
ECOWAS RULES OF ORIGIN

The Cou ncil decided to adopt th e recommenda
tions of the Trade, Customs, Immigration, Monetary
and Payments Commission contained under sub
sect ions (a), Ib) , (c) and Cd) with minor amend
ments to (b), dealing with "Modif ication of Articles !,
II (c) and II (2) of the Protoco l relat ing to or iginating
products. The Council a lso decided that the defini
t ion of value-added in t he French text of the Protocol
relatng to originat ing product should be aligned with
the English text which was fou nd to be more in the
overall interest of the Community .

C/DEC4/Sn9 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS ON THE DRAFT PROTOCOL ON THE
FREE MOVEMENT OF PERS ONS, RIGHT OF
RESID ENCE AND ESTAB LISHMENT

The Council decided to recommend the c.raft
Protocol to the Authority for siqnature.

C/DEc s /s n9 DECISION OF TH E COUNCIL OF
MINISTE RS ON THE TELECOMMUNICATIO NS
PROGRAMME

The Telecommunications Programme was presen
ted by the Transport, Telecommunications and
Energy Commission was endorsed by Council. The
Executive Secretary was requested to work in colla
borat ion with the Managing Director of the Fund
in seeking the requisite funds for the implementation
of the programme. A report was to be made to
Council at a later date.

C/DEC6/11n9 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL
OF MINISTERS ON THE APPOINTMENT OF
MR. ROBERT TUBMAN AS THE NEW MANA
GING DIRECTOR OF THE FUND

The Council was informed of the nomination and
provisional appointment of Mr. Robert Tubman as
the new Managing Dieetor of the Fund in succession
to Dr. Romeo Horton. The Council confirmed his
appointment.

C/DEC7f11n9 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS ON THE TRADE LIBERALIZ ATIO N
PROGRAMME. COMMERCIAL COOPERATI ON
AND RELATED PROBLEMS

On the recornmendat lons of the Trade , Customs,
Immigration, Monetary and Payments Commission
t he Council:

i. Adopted the ECOWAS Nomenclature and decided
that it should com e into force on 1st Jan my,
198 1.

ii . Adopted the Statist ical Standards and st ipulated
that it should come into force on 1st January,
1981.

iii. Decided to recommend to the Heads of State and
Government the extension 01 the provlsions of the
Protoco l relating to the re-exportation with in
ECOWAS of goods imported from third countries
to originatin~ products. The Co~cil endorsed the
proposed procedure for re-imbursement of duties
and taxes paid at the time of first importation on
re-exported goods.

lv. Adopted the proposal on the Commission relating
tc the setting up of an Ad hoc Committee to pre
pare an ECOWAS Convention on Inter-State Road
Transit.

CfDEC8 /11 n9 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS ON THE TRADE LIBERALIZATION
OF UNPROCESSED PRODUCTS

The Council endorsed the proposal th at th e
English and French texts of Art icle V (f) of the Pro
toco l on the definit ion of the concept of goods
originating from Member States should be realigned
and .the French text be improved upon. The Council
endorsed the following recommend ation s of th e
Commission:

l, total exoneration of duties and taxes

i l. free movement of these products without any
quantitative restriction to be supervised by Eco
nom ic Operators at the point of entry.

iii. absence of compensation for loss of income
resulting from the importation of these products.

Benin and Cabo Verde reserved their positions on
the proposed absence of compensation for loss of
income resulting from the importation of these pro 
ducts. The Council took due note of the reservations
and .requested the Executive Secretary to make an
assessment of the possible effects of the lrnplernenta
tio n of each of t he measures which had been adopted .

l, Harmonisation of national plans

ii . Giving prior ity to self-suff iciency in food
production

iii. Locating regional industries in each Member State,
giving prior ity to the least developed Membe r
States,

11
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Iv. Progressively find ing e solution to the general
problem of developm ent , starting with self·
sufficiency in food production and taking into
account the following order of prior ity :

8 . food production industries
b. agro·chemicallndustries
c. agricultura l machines
d. construction materia l industries
e. wood industries
f . electronic and telecommunication industries
g. petro-chemical industries
h. pharmaceutical industries
i. iron and steel industries
j. automobile and related industries

C/DEC9111179 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS ON THE TE LECOMMUNICATIONS
PROGRAMME

The Council approved, the follo wing three items
of the report of Directors of Telecommunications:

t. Retit ing plan which would ensure the profitabi
lity of investments to be undertaken;

ii. The principle of a uniform tariff in all Member
St ates;

iii.The principle of the creation of a Special Mutual
A id Fund with a view to assisting Member States
in the developmen t of their telecommunications
network and ensuring its maintenanc e.

C/DE C10/11179 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL
OF MIN ISTERS RELATI NG TO BUDCiFTlln y
APPROPRIATIONS

The Council approved the Executive Secretariat's
Budget of 4,909,001 U.A. for 1980 as presented by
the Committee of Finance Experts and approved a
further sum of US S2,250,OOO for th e Teleco mmu
nications Programme.
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C/DEC11111ns DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS ON THE FACILI TIES AT HEAD·
QUARTERS

Th e Executive Secretary was requested to obta in
from the host countries of the Headquarters of the
Community and of the Fund, confirmation of their
obligations towards the Community.

C/DEC12111n9 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS ON THE CONDITIONS OF SERVICE
OF AUXI L LIARY STAF F

The Council approved the requested upward
adjustment of these salary scales of staff in the
M category to reflect the increases in salary of this set
o~ public servants recently eff ected by the Nigerian
authorities.

C/DEC13/11179 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL
OF MINISTERS ON TH E post f,DJUSTMENT
SCHEME

The Council approved, in principle, the adoption
of a Post Adjustment Scheme, but requested the
Secretariat for the financial implications of the
Scheme before approving its implementation.

C/DEC14/11179 DECISIOr-l OF THE COUNCIL
OF MINISTERS ON THE REVISI ON OF THE FEE
FOR THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR

The Council agreed that its Chairman should
negot iate, on the basis of docum ents to be fu rnished
by the Executive Secretary a new fee with the
External Auditor and submit a firm proposal to the
next session of the Council of Ministers. The Council
was of the opinion that the External Auditor had had
to put in addit ional eff ort which was not fully
compensated by his fees.
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The Chairman

C/DEC I /5/80 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS RELATING TO THE SEGREGATION
OF MATERIALS (ARTICLE VII OF THE
PROTOCOL RELATING TO THE DEFINITION
OF THE CONCEPT OF PRODUCTS ORIGINA·
TING FROM MEMBER STATES)

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

MINDFUL of Art icle 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty
establishihg the Council of Ministersand determining
its composition and funct ions;

MINDFUL of Art icle VII of the Protoco l relating
to the def inition of the concept of products origi
nating fro m Membe r States;

DECIDES

Article 1 In order to ensure that the re is not more
of any goods considered to be origina
t ing than if the producer w here able to
segregate physically the materials used in
the production process and in order to
be ab!e to eff icienty check facts stated on
the Certificate of Origin, industrial
enterpris es producing goods el igible for
Community originating status shall adopt
an acco unting system which makes
possible a distinct ion between the quan 
tity o f originating and non-originat ing
mater ials used in the production of any
given goods .

Art icle 2 The Account ing syst em shall provide
fo r the following info rmat ion :

date of receipt and date of release
for use of the materia l;

characterist ics of the material;

quantity or volume of the material;

referenc e period

Article 3 The present Decision shall co me into
force upon signature and shall be pub
lished in the Official Journal of the
Community and the Nat ional Gazett e of
each Member Stat e.

Done at Lone on the 25th May. 1980 in single
original in the English and French Languages. both
texts being equally authentic.

For Council of Ministers1----.,, ,
I / /
i_ ;...1--:-7'7(-t-r -" / .. - - "

~. - ...,''":.......' ..../ ...;,-' i: ...;'•.._.:.... .........."...---=-"---.__.- /
,

C/DEC2/5/80 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS RELATING TO RULES APPLICABLE
TO MIXTURES (ARTICLE VIII OF THE PROTO
COL RELATING TO THE DEFINITION OF THE
CONCEPT OF ORIGINATING PRODUCTS)

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

MINDFUL of Art icle 6 of the Treaty establishing
the Council o f Ministers and defining its composition
and functio ns:

MINDFUL of Article VIII of the Protocol rela
ting to the def init ion o f the co ncept of products
originat ing fro m Member States

DECIDES

Art icle 1 - In the case of particular products result.
ing from the mixin g o f goods originating
from Member States and goods not so
originating as provided under sub-
sect ion 2 of the said Art ic le, the Co uncil
of Ministers shal! presc ribe, upon request
fro m Member States and o n the recorn
mendat ion of the Commission, the
conditions under which the particular
product may be accepted as originating
fro m the Comm unity. The Co uncil may
also specify wh ether on ly part or whole
of the product may be granted Com
munity o riginat ing status.

Article 2 - The present Dec ision shall com e into
force upon signaturp. and shall be pub.
lished in the Official Journal of the
Comm unity and the Natio nal Gazette
of each Member State.

Done at Lome on 25th May, 1980 in single
original in the English and French Languages : bot h
tex ts being euqally authentic .

Fo r Council of Mi~~

- ·- .li ,L//
-- . _ _ -; '", i • / /. .(-/ ~~ ~

The Chairman
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C/DEC3/518O DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS RELATING TO THE PROO F AND
THE VERI FICAT ION OF THE COMMUNITY
ORIG IN OF PRODUCTS A1I!D PROCEDURES
RELATING TO TH E CIRCULATION OF GOODS
WITH IN THE COMMUNITY

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

MINDFUL of Art icle 6 of the Treaty estab
lishing the Council of Ministers and defining its
composition and funct ions.

DECIDES

Article 1 The Member States hereby undertake to
apply the rules relating to the Proof and
the Verification of the Community Origin
as well as the procedures appl icable to
the movement of products with in the
Economic Community of West Afr ican
States (ECOWASj which have been de
fined in the document annexed to this
Decision.

Article 2 The Executive Secretary sha ll take all
necessary measures to ensure that the
above·ment ioned Rules Ire effectively
implemented by the Member States.

Article 3 The present Decision shall come into
.force upon signature and shall be pub
lished in the Offici al Jo urnal of the
Community and in the National Gazette
of eaen Member Sta te.

Done at Lome on 25th May, 1980 in . ingle
or iginal in th e English and French Languages: both
texts bei", equ ally authent ic. •

For Council of Mini~

/
--/
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C/DEC/4/5/80 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS RELATING TO STUD IES EMANA
TING FROM THE TRADE LIBERALIZATION
PROGRAMME

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

WHEREAS th e dec ision take n dur ing the meeti ng
of the Council of Ministers in November . 197 9 rela
ling , to the total abolition of all barriers to trade in
agricultural products,

AFTE R HAVING examined the issues involved
in the liberalization of inra-Commun itv trade in
industrial products ,

DIRECTS the EXECUT IVE SECRETA RY that
prior to the imp lementation of Resolution No. 29
on the Trade Liberalizetion Programme scheduled
to be implemented in May, 1981 , the Executive
Sea-etariat carries out the studies set out below and
present the reports to the next Council of Ministers
Meet ing in November, 1980 :

i. the effect of the Trede Liberalizat ion Progremme
on the Member States who belo ng to both CEAO
and ECOWAS;

ii. definition of the status of Community enter
pr ises and legal framework by the Indust ry, Agri
culture and Natural Resources Commission:

iii. classification of import duties and taxes as well
as indirect internal taxes and duties.

Done et Lome on the 25th May , 1980, in
.i ngle original in the English and French Languageo,
both t exU being equally authentic.

For Council of Mini~

~=-l/; .. Zp/~//<:>
/ '

The Chairmen
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